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India becoming world's manufacturing hub

Over 200 mobile manufacturing units in the country now as compared to two in 2014;

India is the second largest mobile manufacturing country in the world
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INDIA-MALDIVES HIGH-LEVEL CORE GROUP HOLDS FIRST MEETING

Maldives Govt pushes for withdrawal of
Indian troops, sets March 15 deadline

Discussed mutually workable solution
for continuing operation of aviation
platforms for humanitarian aid: MEA

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

ADAY after Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu took an indi-
rect jibe at India for “bullying”,
his government on Sunday set a
March 15 deadline for India to
withdraw its military personnel

from the country.

The deadline was announced
by a senior official in the Muizzu
government on a day the
India-Maldives high-level core
group held its first meeting in
Male on Sunday.

“In this meeting, on behalf of
President Muizzu, the Maldivian
delegation proposed the re-

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu in Beijing on January 10. Reuters file

moval of Indian troops by March
15,” Ahmed Nazim, policy
director at the President's Office,
told reporters, according to a
Reuters report. “This date was
proposed in the agenda by the
government and specifically the
President. These discussions are
ongoing,” he said.

Local media reports also
quoted Nazim on a March 15
deadline. “Indian military per-
sonnel cannot stay in the
Maldives. This is the policy of
President Dr Mohamed Muizzu

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Rahul yatra begins: In mandir season,
Cong says BJP using Ram for votes

a5t =)

Manipur suffered due to BJP ideology,
hatred... will restore peace, says Rahul

~ 1

Rahul Gandhi in Manipur’s Thoubal district on Sunday. AicC

MANOJCG
IMPHAL, JANUARY 14

HOPING TO generate much-
needed political momentum to
take on the BJP in the Lok Sabha
elections barely a couple of
months away, senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
began his second yatrain a little
over ayear, calling for a “harmo-
nious and equitable” society as
against what he said was the
BJP's politics of “violence, hatred
and monopoly”.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

ARMY DAY 2024

A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of

The Indian Express. These
pages are an initiative of
the marketing solutions
team of The Indian
Express Group and
contain content paid for
by advertisers. These
pages should be read

as advertisement.
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Milind Deora with CM Eknath Shinde in Mumbai on Sunday

Deora joins Shinde Sena:
‘Cong intent on opposing
everything PM says, does’

ALOK DESHPANDE
& ZEESHAN SHAIKH
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

IN A setback to the Congress in
Mumbai ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, former MP Milind
Deora quit the party on Sunday
and joined the Shiv Sena led by
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Theloss, gain
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CONGRESSHAS lost its
only available candidate
who could have contested
the Mumbai South LS seat.
The Shinde Sena gains a
face with deep links in
business circles and
Delhi’s political circuit.

Army to let Lt Cols who specialise in
niche tech opt out of command posts

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

ARMY OFFICERS specialising in
niche technologies such as artifi-
cial intelligence, robotics and
drones, among others, can now
continue in the same domain on
promotion to Colonel instead of

getting posted out for command
assignments, The Indian Express
has learnt.

According to sources, the
Army is bringing ina new HR pol-
icy under which Lieutenant
Colonels approved for promotion
to the rank of Colonels can vol-
untarily continue in their field of
expertise and not move for com-

mand appointments, which is
the standard practice at present.
Only about 30-40 per cent of
Lieutenant Colonels are ap-
proved for the rank of Colonel.
This will also be applicable
for officers specialising in niche
areas like space, information
technology, nano technology,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Can a nylon shuttle match one made of
feathers? II'T researchers may have answer

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

EVERY TIME Sanjay Mittal, 55,
held a badminton shuttlecock
made of feathers, all he thought
of was the cruelty inflicted upon
birds.

This got the IIT Kanpur aero-
space engineering professor
thinking. Could a nylon alterna-
tive replicate the flight pattern of
a duck or goose feather shuttle

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

durable.

the aerodynamics of shuttles

SYNTHETIC
SHUTTLECOCK

1. Shuttlecocks are
traditionally made from duck
feathers, but the nylon
ones are more

2.Usingawind tunnel,\
three Indian researchers studied

THE SCIENCE BEHIND BADMINTON SHUTTLES

.

vibrates radially

FEATHER r/_\ k<, 2
SHUTTLECOCK _¢ N “Our study opens up the
: A\ possibility forimproved
designs that make the

e structurally stiffer so

3. Athigher
speeds, a synthetic Shuttlecocks. This could

~ shuttlecock buckles,
}" deformsintoasquare,and

¥

nylon shuttlecock

that it more closely
mimics the aerodynamic
performance of feather

be agame-changer”
Sanjay Mittal,
IIT Kanpur
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TOP 10 TRENDS OF 2024

YOURMONEY,
YOURLEADERS,
YOURWORLD

Investor and author Ruchir
Sharma speaks to economist
and psephologist Prannoy Roy
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Delhi AQI severe, restrictions
back on cars and construction

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE AIR quality in Delhi turned
‘severe’ Sunday, prompting offi-
cials to bring back a ban on con-
struction and on the running of
BS-III petrol and BS-IV diesel
four-wheelers.

Delhi’s average AQI on
Sunday was 447. Saturday’s AQI
was 399. According to officials at
the India Meteorological
Department, low wind speed
and high moisture levels, which
aid accumulation of pollutants,

gk

Afoggy Sunday morning
in Delhi. Gajendra Yadav

contributed to this.

The Union government’s
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM), which has
brought in the restrictions under
phase IIl of the Graded Response
ActionPlan (GRAP), said in a state-
ment that local pollution sources,
including large-scale open burn-
ing, were also to blame.

Delhi has been gripped by
cold conditions for two days.

The ban will cover construc-
tion and demolition activities,
except for projects related to
Railways, metro rail, airports,

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Footfall down, Gulmarg businesses
look to the skies — awaiting snow

BASHAARAT MASOOD
GULMARG, JANUARY 14

WITH SNOW eluding Gulmarg
so far this winter, the slopes of
the ski resort have remained life-
less and the tourist buzz usually
felt there during this time of year
has been absent.

“If Gulmarg is a movie, then
the snow is the hero. When the
hero is missing, the movie be-
comes a flop,” said Waseem

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The ski resort has seen little snowfall this year. Shuaib Masoodi
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THIS HYDERABAD COMPANY MADE A ‘STETHOSCOPE’ FOR PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Pheezee is a wearable medical device that measures the movement of the joint and the health of the muscle
responsible for a particular movement. The 100-gram device comes with two wearable modules that have a
Velcro strap, which needs to be worn above and below the joint.

KATRINA-VIJAY IN
KILLER FORM

In Merry Christmas,
Katrina and Vijay the
only lovers in building
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Scan the QR code and
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UPSC specials.

EXPRESS

Cricket’s Game of
Thrones and India’s
Olympic dreams

We discuss how the changes in India’s
favourite sports team will become
permanent, even as the nation looks at
new heroes in sports other than cricket
with the audacity of hope for the summer
Olympics in Paris this year.

e Gulmarg awaits snow

Ahmad Dar, a 23-year-old who
works as a waiter at the Gulmarg
Cafeteria. Gulmarg is one of
Kashmir’s main winter tourism
attractions, but this season, the
bowl-shaped valley has received
very little snowfall, and this has
led to the flow of tourists reduc-
ing tojusta trickle.

According to government
data, 95,989 tourists visited
Gulmarg last January, including
547 foreigners. While the data so
far for this January was not made
available, government officials
said there were 60 per cent fewer
tourists in Gulmarg now than at
the same time last year.

“This is not the Gulmarg I
know,” said Ramesh Kumar (36),
atourist fromHaryana’s Jind. “Tof-
ten come to Gulmarg in winters,
butitis for the first time thatIam
seeing it snowless. [ was told by
the hotelier (in Srinagar) that there
has been little snow this year, but
[didn't expect this,” he said.

Travel agents say Gulmarg has
gone through similar situations
before, but this time, more busi-
nesses have been hit.

“This is not happening for the
first time. We saw a similar situa-
tionasrecentasin2018.But what
has worried us is the impact on
young entrepreneurs,” said Rauf
Tramboo, president of the Travel
Agents Association of Kashmir
(TAAK). “Over the last three years,
the rush at Gulmarg during win-
ters motivated young men to in-
vest in adventure tourism. Their
businessisinitsinfancy,and they
are staringata hugeloss,” he said.

Kashmir has seen a dry spell
this winter with 79 per cent rain-
fall deficiency in December.
Gulmarg has received scanty
snowfall so far, and even that
snow has melted quickly with un-
usually high day temperatures.

The maximum temperature
inGulmargon Saturday was 9 de-
grees Celsius, much higher than
the normal of 0.4 degrees for this
time of year. Day temperatures in
the Valley over the last fortnight
have been between six and nine
degrees higher than normal.

The higher reaches of
Gulmarg — Affarwat and
Kongdoori — famous as a skiers’
paradise with steep and dizzying
descents, have also been without
enough snow for downhill skiing.

TAAK president Tramboo said
one adventure travel guide sent
some of his clients to Almaty in
Kazakhstan. “He had many
groups booked for this winter,and

as it didn't snow, he deferred
many groups and even sentsome
of the groups to Almaty,” Tramboo
said, adding, “He sent me some
pictures from there. There isn’t
much snow there either, but it is
enough for skiing.”

A government official said:
“Sports tourism and recreational
tourism have been badly hit. As of
now we are only receiving leisure
tourists.” Ghulam Mohammad
Dar, a kehwa seller in Gulmarg
who makes his livelihood during
the tourist rush, lamented the
slowdown this season. “Thisisour
misfortune,” said Dar, a resident
of Mulgam village in Kunzer. “In
winters, you would normally see
sledges everywhere. Is there any
this time? You will see only the
ponies. Seeing ponies in Gulmarg
inJanuary is not a joke, it is a bad
omen. We are all worried for our
livelihood,” he said.

Like during previous winters,
most hotels in Gulmarg had been
booked inadvance for this season,
too.However, the lack of snow has
hoteliers worried. “Until now, we
have had a good season. But with
snow eluding us so far, the book-
ings have started to fall. Over the
last few years, we had been
booked full in advance. That was
the case this year as well, but now
people have started to cancel their
bookings,” said a hotelier.

But Tramboo remains opti-
misticabout the season. “We have
seen snowless December and
January in the past as well. But
then, we also witnessed good
snowfall by the end of January and
up to April. We are keeping a
watch on the weather and we
hope snow will soon drape the
slopes of Gulmarg,” he said.

The director of the
Meteorological Department in
Kashmir, Mukhtar Ahmad, said
some snow could be expected in
the coming days. “We expect light
snowfall on the night of the 16th...
Then there are indications of
snowfall on the 20th, 25th, 26th
and 27thalso. But it is too early to
predictit correctly,” he said.

As the wait goes on, Gulmarg
Development Authority CEORaja
Waseem said there was more to
the resort town than snow. “We
are all waiting for the snow, but
Gulmarg is beyond snow as well.
Gulmarg is still vibrant. We have
a festival here every day, and
tourists enjoy it... We have seen
this (lack of snow in January) in
the past as well, and are hopeful
that snow will come soon.”

e Postings for Lt Cols

weapons, ammunition as well as
ininformation operations, specific
languages and other important
projects. The idea, as per sources,
is to promote domain specialisa-
tionin the Army.

However, such officers who
choose toremainin their selected
domain, will have to forgo com-
mand assignments. They will also
not be eligible for subsequent ca-
reer courses such as senior com-
mand, higher command orequiv-
alent courses. As per the policy, the
officer will continue in his domain
of specialisation for two years, af-
ter which his/ her further exten-
sion will be decided by a board of
officers, based on his performance
and the organisational require-
mentsatthattime.Incase he/ she
does not get an extension, the of-
ficer will be posted to other staff
appointments as a Colonel.

The policy also mandates that
the officers must be approved for

the rank of Colonel as per merit.

“While the policy will provide
an opportunity to officers to de-
velop an expertise and excel in a
specific domain, it will also deny
him any future promotionand ca-
reerenhancement,” an officer ex-
plained. “Such officers would con-
tinue to be employed in the
specialised field and would also
be eligible for study leave or dep-
utation only in the selected do-
main,” the officer added.

The need for the policy came
afteritwas found that few officers
choose to continue in theirdomain
of specialisation and forgo their
command appointment. For pro-
gression in career, it is mandatory
for a Colonel to serve in a com-
mand appointment as a com-
manding officer. Officers moving
out prematurely from their do-
main specialisation appointment
also create avoid, thus affecting the
overall requirement of the Army.
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Maldives pushes for Indian troops’ withdrawal

and that of this administration,”
Nazim said, according to the
SunOnline newspaper.

The deadline, however, was
not mentioned in the statements
issued by India's Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)as well as
the Maldives Foreign Office.

While confirming the first
meeting of the core group, the
MEA statement did not mention
troop withdrawal as part of the
agenda. “The first meeting of the
India-Maldives high level core
group was held in Male today,”
itsaid. “During the meeting, both
sides held discussions on wide
ranging issues related to bilateral
cooperation towards identifying
steps to enhance the partner-
ship, including expediting the
implementation of ongoing de-
velopment cooperation proj-
ects,” it said.

It said both sides also held
discussions “on finding a mutu-
ally workable solution to enable
continued operation of Indian
aviation platforms that provide
humanitarian and medvac
(medical evacuation) services to
the people of Maldives.” The is-
land nation has long relied on
India to airlift patients from
outer atolls to Male and import
essential commodities like med-
icines and food supplies.

According to reports, the
Indian side was represented by
High Commissioner Munu
Mahawar, Deputy  High

Commissioner Mayank Singh,
and senior officials from the
Indian Navy and Coast Guard at
the meeting which continued till
late afternoon.

The official statement issued
by the Maldives Foreign Office,
too, mentioned “fast-tracking” of
troop withdrawal, but did not set
adeadline. “During the meeting
held at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Maldives, both sides re-
viewed the existing bilateral co-
operation. Discussions were held
on a wide range of issues of mu-
tual interest, including develop-
ment cooperation. Both sides ex-
pressed willingness to intensify
cooperation and agreed to fast-
track the withdrawal of Indian
military personnel,” it said.

According to the latest fig-
ures, there are 88 Indian military
personnel in the Maldives.

India and the Maldives set up
the core group after Modi met
Muizzu on the sidelines of the
COP 28 summit in Dubai last
month. The group's next meet-
ing will be held in Indiaona mu-
tually convenient date, both
sides said in their statements.

Soon after taking oath as the
President of Maldives on
November 17 last year, Muizzu
had formally requested India to
withdraw its military personnel,
saying the Maldivian people had
given hima “strong mandate” to
make this request to New Delhi.

The latest development

comesin the wake of adiplomatic
row between the two countries,
after three deputy ministersin the
Maldivian government posted
derogatory comments on social
media against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over photographs
of his trip to Lakshadweep.

Muizzu had immediately
suspended the three ministers
and his government had issued a
clarification, distancing itself
from the comments made by the
ministers. A day later, India had
summoned the Maldivian envoy
in New Delhi, making the gov-
ernment's displeasure over the
issue clear to Male.

During his just-concluded
state visit to China, Muizzu
sought to align Maldives closer
to Beijing. Speaking to the press
on Saturday after returning
home, he indirectly attacked
India. Without naming any
country, he said: “We may be
small, but that doesn't give you
the licence to bully us.”

He also announced plans to
reduce the country's dependency
on India, including securing im-
ports of essential food commodi-
ties and medicine and consum-
ables from other countries. “We
aren't in anyone's backyard. We
are an independent and sover-
eignstate,” he said,adding that no
country has the right to exert in-
fluence over the domestic affairs
of acountry, regardless of its size.

He vowed that he would not

allow any external influence on
the domestic affairs of the
Maldives. Male is also reviewing
more than 100 bilateral agree-
ments with New Delhi signed by
the previous government.

During Muizzu’s visit, China
also stated that it “firmly op-
poses external interference” in
Maldives' internal affairs. “The
two sides agree to continue
firmly supporting each other in
safeguarding their respective
core interests,” the two countries
said in a joint statement.

“China firmly supports the
Maldives in upholding its na-
tional sovereignty,independence
and national dignity, respects and
supports the Maldives’ explo-
ration of a development path
that suits its national conditions,
and firmly opposes external in-
terference in the internal affairs
of the Maldives,” it said.

Barely a month after asking
India to withdraw its military
personnel, the Muizzu govern-
ment, which rode to power on
an ‘India Out’ poll campaign, had
also announced thatit would not
renew the previous govern-
ment’s agreement with India on
a hydrographic survey of the is-
land nation’s waters.

Before visiting China and
Dubai for COP28, Muizzu had cho-
senTurkey as his first foreign des-
tination, in a departure from past
Maldivian Presidents whowould
choose India as the first stop.

e Deora joins Shinde Sena: ‘Cong intent on opposing everything PM does’

Criticising his former party
for not giving “importance to
merit” and “abusing industrial-
ists and businessmen”, Deora
said he does not believe in the
politics of “PAIN, or personal at-
tacks, injustice and negativity”.
The Congress, meanwhile, al-
leged that the BJP orchestrated
Deora’s exit to take away atten-
tion from the party’s Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra that began in
Manipur on Sunday evening.

Deora who joined the Sena
atanevent held at the CM’s offi-
cial residence here said, “I be-
lieve in the politics of GAIN,
which is growth, aspiration, in-
clusivity and nationalism, and
not in the politics of PAIN, or
personal attacks, injustice and
negativity.”

He said, “Eknath Shinde is a
grounded and accessible leader.
He is well aware of the problems
and aspirations of the people of
Mabharashtra. He has a vision for
Mumbai and Maharashtra. [ am
joining him to strengthen his
hands further. PM Modi and
Amit Shah also have a vision for
the country. Iwant to strengthen
their hands as well through the
Shiv Sena.”

About his former party,
Deora said, “I was with the
Congress in its most challenging
times. There is however a world
of difference in the Congress

thatIhad joined and what it has
become now. The party which
30 years back ushered in eco-
nomic reforms is abusing indus-
trialists and businessmen, call-
ing them anti-nationals. The
same party that used to offer
constructive suggestions on
how to take the country forward
these days its only intention is
to oppose everything that Prime
Minister Modi does or says.
Tomorrow, if the PM says that
the Congress is good, they will
oppose that too.”

Later, in a statement issued
on X, Deora said he had opposed
the Congress'’s alliance with the
Shiv Sena in 2019. “During the
establishment of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi(MVA)in Maharashtrain
2019, 1opposed the alliance with
UBT, foreseeing its detrimental
impact on the Congress. Despite
personal gains taking prece-
dence over ideology for both
UBT and Congress, I consistently
advocated for caution over four
years,” he wrote.

He said the Congress had de-
viated from its ideological and
organisational roots. “It has
strayed from celebrating India's
diverse culture and religions, fos-
tering division based on caste,
and creating a North-South di-
vide. Failing not just to attain
power but also to effectively
serve as a constructive opposi-

tion at the Centre.”

When he entered Parliament
in 2004, Deora was one of the
youngest parliamentarians and
part of a group of young leaders
considered to be members of
Team Rahul. Jyotiraditya Scindia,
R P N Singh, Jitin Prasada, and
Sachin Pilot were among the
others in the group. In recent
years, all of them, except Sachin
Pilot, have quit the party.

Earlier in the day, Congress
communications chief Jairam
Ramesh told The Indian Express
that Deora was worried about
losing his Mumbai South Lok
Sabha seat — which he has con-
tested in the last four parliamen-
tary elections and represented
from 2004 to 2014 — to the Shiv
Sena (UBT) of Uddhav Thackeray
as part of a seat-sharing agree-
ment in the MVA.

Deora lost the last two elec-
tions from the seat to Shiv Sena
MP Arvind Sawant, one of the
few Sena parliamentarians still
with Uddhav. Deora was first
elected to the Lok Sabha in 2004
witha50.3% of the vote share. In
2009, he won with 42.5% votes.
His vote shares were 31.6% and
41% in the 2014 and 2019 polls,
respectively. In comparison,
Sawant had a 53.6% vote share in
2014 and 48% five years later.

The former Congress leader
is said to have been unhappy

with Uddhav and his son Aaditya
for kickstarting the poll cam-
paign in the city from Mumbai
SouthonJanuary 5 and claiming
that Sawant would be fielded
again.

Ramesh said Deora wanted
him to intervene and put in a
word with senior leader Rahul
Gandhi. “He spoke to me on
Friday. He wanted me to explain
toRahul Gandhi that his seat was
going. He said he was concerned.
He messaged me at 2.48 pm. |
spoke to him at 3.40 pm. I told
him to meet Rahul and explain,”
he said.

The Congress leader alleged
that the BJP orchestrated the res-
ignation to divert media atten-
tion from the Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra. "This whole thing is a farce
he enacted. The whole timing
was planned by (PM Narendra)
Modi to dampen the headlines
on the yatra. We didn't feel his
(Deora’s) presence. We won't
feel his loss either, unlike the loss
of his father (Murli Deora),”
Ramesh said.

Eknath  Shinde’s son
Shrikant, the Lok Sabha MP from
Kalyan, played a key role in
Deora’s switch to the Sena.
Welcoming the former Congress
leader to the party, the CM said,
“You and Shrikant have decided
this. We need to do constructive
work together and we willdoiit.”

e Rahul yatra begins

Over the next two months,
the Manipur-to-Maharashtra ya-
tra will cover 6,713 km, mostly
by bus. From Imphal to Mumbai,
Gandhi will criss-cross 15 states,
passing through 100 Lok Sabha
constituencies, before reaching
Mumbai on March 20-21. The
custom-made Volvo bus has
been equipped with a hydraulic
lift so that he can address crowds
enroute.

Addressing a public meeting
in Thoubal, near Imphal, min-
utes before the Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra was flagged off, Gandhi
was largely cautious while
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge took on the BJP on its
Hindutva pitch. Both criticised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for not visiting trouble-torn
Manipur till date.

Ahead of the inauguration of
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya,
Kharge accused Modi of using
Ram for electoral gains and al-
leged that the BJP was indulging
in deception for votes.

“Woh samandar ke upar sair
karte firte hai, aur jap karte baithte
hai — Ram, Ram, Ram, Ram (He is
seen enjoying the sea, sitting and
chantingRam,Ram),” Kharge said.
“Mukhmein Ram, bagalmein churi.
Don'tdo this with the people,” he
said, referring to the Hindi idiom
that cautions against people
whose words and actions differ.

Elaborating, he said,
“Everyone remembers God.
Everyone has faithin God. There
is no doubt about that. Butdon’t
doit forvotes. One should notin-
dulge in such deception for seek-
ing and securing votes... Fight
for your principles... we are also
fighting for our principles...we
are fighting for secularism, lib-
erty, equality, social justice. .. and
for saving the Constitution, you
also fight... These (BJP) people
mix religion with politics and in-
cite people.”

The Congress has declined the
invitation extended to its leaders
Sonia Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge
and Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury by
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust to attend the
Ram Temple consecration cere-

mony on January 22.

In his speech, Gandhi said
Manipur was a symbol of the BJP
and RSS’s politics of hate. “I was
determined that the march
should begin in Manipur...as we
understand the pain, loss, hurt
and sadness you have been
through...We have lost what is
most precious to us. You have
lost it because of the ideology of
the BJP, because of the politics of
the BJP, because of the hatred of
the BJP and RSS spread in their
politics,” he said.

“We understand the pain
that the people of Manipur have
been through, we understand
the hurt, the sadness. We will
bring back harmony, peace and
affection for which this state was
known,” he said.

Gandbhi said India was going
through a period of greatinjustice
— social, economic and political.

“Economically, monopolies
are being builtand few people are
getting access to all the wealth of
the country. One or two busi-
nesses have their fingersin every-
thing and the large majority of
businesses, small and medium
businesses, are being destroyed.
Huge levels of unemployment,
massive price rise is what the
whole of Indiais facing,” he said.

On the social side, he said,
“the large mass of India’s peo-
ple... the lower castes, Dalits,
tribals simply do not have a say
in the governance system of the
country... These are the issues
that the Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra is
going toraise,” he said.

“We want to listen to your
mann ki baat. We want to under-
stand your pain and make a vi-
sion for India with you... not of
violence, of hatred, of monop-
oly...but a vision of a harmo-
nious, equitable (society) and
brotherhood...we want to craft
that vision by listening to your
voices and present it before
India,” Gandhi said.

After starting the yatra,
Gandhi made his first stop at a
tea stall at Lamjing Bazar, a few
kilometres away.

WITH INPUTS FROM JIMMY
LEIVONIN IMPHAL

e Delhi AQI severe, curbs back

“projects of national impor-
tance”, hospitals, water supply,
sanitation and linear public proj-
ects (including roads, flyovers,
bridges, highways and
pipelines).

The fine for violating the re-
striction on running BS-III petrol
and BS-1V diesel four-wheelers
is Rs 20,000.

Delhi’s average air quality in
November and December has
been poorer than in previous
years.

With the AQI touching the
severe (400) or ‘severe + cate-
gory (450+) several times in
these two months, the CAQM
had imposed GRAP restrictions
multiple times, the latest being
on December 22. This was re-
voked on January 1.

Since October last year, Delhi
and NCR have spent a total of 36

days under GRAP Ill and 13 un-
der GRAPIV.

GRAP is a set of emergency
measures implemented to pre-
vent the deterioration of air qual-
ity in Delhi-NCR. Stage I of GRAP
is activated when the AQl is in
the ‘poor’ category (201 to 300).
The second, third and fourth
stages are activated when the
AQIreaches the ‘very poor’ cate-
gory (301 to 400), ‘severe’ cate-
gory (401 to 450) and ‘severe +
category (above 450), respec-
tively.

According to the Early
Warning System for Air Quality
forecast, a slight improvement
is expected over the next two
days, but within the ‘severe’ cat-
egory.

Thereafter, there is a likeli-
hood of the AQI improving — to
the ‘very poor’ category.

¢ Can a nylon shuttle match one made of feathers? II'T researchers may have answer

that is used at the sport’s highest
levels?

Last week, Physics of Fluids, a
journal by the American Institute
of Physics, published a research
paper by Mittal and two other
Indian scientists, Darshankumar
Zalaand Harish Dechiraju, that ex-
plored the aerodynamic perform-
ance of nylon shuttles at different
flight speeds. Their article —
‘Computational analysis of the
fluid-structure interactions of a
syntheticbadminton shuttlecock’
—studied how air flow and speed
can deform the flared skirt of the
shuttle. This opens up the possi-
bility for improved designs that
canmake the nylon shuttle stiffer,
helping it accurately mimic a
feather shuttle’s aerodynamic
performance. “This could be a
game-changer,” Mittal says.

Mittal, who has a keen inter-

est in aerodynamic studies in
sport, started playing badminton
atclubs on the IIT Kanpur campus.
Co-researcher Zalais a BTech stu-
dent from Ahmedabad while
Dechiraju is Mittal’s former stu-
dentatlITand currently a product
application engineer with a semi-
conductor company in Chennai.
Mittal explains the key differ-
ences between nylon or synthetic
shuttles and the ones made of
feathers. “Traditionally, a feather
shuttleis brittleand becomes use-
less after a few shots. But it holds
its shape longer than nylon. And
there is the issue of cruelty to an-
imals as well. There is a move to
get in nylon shuttles from a sus-
tainability point of view. But the
aerodynamics are hugely differ-
ent as the nylon one deforms
faster and turns too wobbly to
continue playing. Our study has

taken on the challenge to find out
how toredistribute the nylonina
shuttle designsoit stays stiffat the
right place and behaves exactly
like the duck shuttle,” he says.

A shuttle typically weighs 5
grams — the cork makes up 1.5
gramsand the skirt 3.5 grams. The
pressure on a nylon shuttle at a
speed above 40 metres per second
(mps),or 89 miles per hour(mph),
forces it to lose shape, altering its
flight behavior as the vortex struc-
ture weakens. For context, shuttle
speeds easily reach 300 mph.

“In a nylon shuttle, as it de-
forms, the air resistance is much
less,and it starts becoming unsta-
ble. The speed increases so much
that players have very little reac-
tion time. Elite players don’t like
suchinconsistency. Duck shuttles
stay stiff no matter what speed
they are subjected to, because the

coefficient of drag doesn’t vary,”
Mittal says.

Studying the relative trajectory
and drag on the two types of shut-
tles, by examining aerodynamic
forces on the shuttlecock as well
as its deformations at each flight
speed, Mittal and his fellow re-
searchers noticed patterns in ny-
lonthatare different from natural
feathers. The outermost skirt of
nylon shuttles tends to be flimsy
and deforms inwards, upto 9 mm,
asymmetrically. With reduced air
resistance, the speed gets wild and
uncontrollable.

Synthetic shuttles have a high
drag due to a pressure difference.
Seventy-five per cent of the drag
comes from the outer skirt. The
centre of pressure in nylon shut-
tles is distributed towards the
cork, compared to a duck shuttle
where it's towards the feathers.

The study also showed a
process of buckling, where the
shuttle sways vertically after 40
mpsand the skirting starts getting
rumpled. “Nylon shuttles buckle
at40 mps, thenbecome an unsta-
ble square shape. Then they start
vibrating radially and finally travel
inawave form. That's wobbly and
notvery good to play,” Mittal says.

He compares this to batters
tackling an uneven cricket pitch.
“Playersare used toa certain kind
of shuttle where they can show
their skills and want uniformity;,
notastruggle for survival. Duckis
the gold standard right now. So,
our studies are trying to find how
toredistribute 3.5 grams of nylon
into a shuttle skirt so that it be-
haves like a duck shuttle.”

Mittal says leading manufac-
turer Yonex brings out two nylon
shuttles yearly, with thicker walls

and more holes in the skirt.
Though not his area of expertise,
he reckons other composite ma-
terials beyond nylon, whichislight
and elastic, but not expensive and
unamendable like carbon fibres,
canbetested. “The goalis toredis-
tribute nylon structure to mimic
duck shuttle trajectories. The next
stepis to get designers toworkon
it,” he says.

While he says his research
work can help designers tweak
the structure, Mittal believes
Indian coaches are astute about
shuttle flights evenif they may not
possess scientific details. A fan of
Chinese legend Lin Dan, he feels
there’s a larger goal. “India has a
big community of badminton
players. But we import all gear.
Imagine if we can deploy science
to develop our own designs, and
then export equipment.”
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SWISS WOMANKILLED IN CAPITAL: POLICE FILE CHARGESHEET

Fight over money, threat to ‘expose’ him: What
transpired minutes before Gurpreet killed Nina

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

MINUTES BEFORE he allegedly
killed 36-year-old Swiss national
Nina Berger, accused Gurpreet
Singh had a heated argument
with her over not paying Rs 8 lakh
she owed him. Nina, however,
claimed he did not perform a
‘puja’ properly and threatened to
expose him. “Hearing this, theac-
cused feared Nina would file a
case against them (himand his fa-
ther) and if they were exposed
in Switzerland, their business
would be ruined. So he decided
to eliminate her on the pretext of
performing another ritual,” the
Delhi Police is learnt to have
stated in their chargesheet filed
inaDelhi court earlier this month.

The woman was killed in
Delhi on October 18 and her
body — with her limbs chained
and sporting burn marks — was
found outside a school in West
Janakpuri on October 20. Police
later arrested Gurpreet, a 29-
year-old Janakpuri resident who
runs a gemstone business.

The final findings of Nina’s
post-mortem, conducted by a
panel of three doctors from DDU
Hospital, attributed her death to
“asphyxia caused by constriction

RITUALS, MONEY & MURDER

Nina Berger; accused
Gurpreet Singh

father worked in foreign
countries; performed
pujas/prayers and sold stones

to her as afamous saint

cheated. Singh was scared she
would file a police complaint
against him in Switzerland

pretext of a ‘ritual’, killed her

was found outside a school in
West Janakpuri on Oct 20 last
yr. Singh arrested next day

Gurpreet Singh and his

He met Nina five years ago,
later introduced his father

Nina allegedly owed Singh
Rs 8 lakh. She, however, felt

Singh asked her to come
Delhi last October on the

Nina’s body — with burn
marks and chained limbs —

of the neck... by an iron chain”
and “assisted by masking of the
face... by a polythene bag”.

“Fingerprints of Nina and
Gurpreet were sent to the Finger
Print Bureau for comparison. The
report stated that Gurpreet’s fin-
gerprints matched with five
pieces of evidence recovered from
the spot,” a police officer said.

He added that police have

NRI woman alleges rape
by man at five-star hotel

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

AN INDIAN-ORIGIN US citizen
was allegedly raped by her col-
league at a five-star hotel in
New Delhi.

The Delhi Police said the ac-
cused is the chief executive offi-
cer of a private firm in New
Delhi. No arrest has been made
yet, they added.

According to police, the NRI
woman, who is in her 40s, ap-
proached police in January alleg-
ing she was raped last year by
the accused.

A senior police officer who
refused to be named said, “She
told us that she met the accused
atafive-star hotel in the Lutyens’
area on September 14 last year.
She alleged e raped her.”

Acase under sections of rape
has been registered. Police said
the woman had been living in
the United States for years.

—— BRIEFLY —

Delhigovt
toorganise
skill training
camps for
construction
workers

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment will launch a
skill development initia-
tive for construction
workers, according to an
official statement Sunday.
Labour Minister Raaj
Kumar Anand said the
goal is to empower con-
struction workers and
labourers with skills that
transcend borders. Under
the initiative, training
camps will be organised
at labour chowks and
construction sites, the
statement said. Speaking
about the initiative, the
minister said compensa-
tion will be provided to
workers for loss of daily
wage during the training.
“... This initiative aims to
empower our workers for
global opportunities,”
Anand said. PTI

2 workers die
afterinhaling
toxic fumes
fromangithi

New Delhi: Two men died
after inhaling toxic fumes
from an angithi (coal bra-
zier) in their room in
Inderpuri, police said. They
worked at arestaurateur’s
home and were sleeping
in the same room on the
third floor of their em-
ployer’s house. ENS

Delhi Police said the
accused is the chief
executive officer of a
private firm in New
Delhi. No arrest
hasbeen made yet,
theyadded

“As per the complaint re-
ceived, she was working as the
assistant general manager of the
firm while the accused was the
CEO. Both complainant and ac-
cused are known to each other
previously. The manis a friend of
the woman’s uncle and
helped her in getting the job,”
said Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police (New
Delhi) Ravi Kant Kumar.

Police said further investi-
gation is in progress and legal
action will be taken based on
evidence.

not named Gurpreet’s father
Arjun Singh as he is still abroad,
but a look-out-circular was
opened and his role in the case
is tobe probed. Police said Arjun
had travelled to Switzerland to
threaten Nina’s family for not re-
turning their money.

Police said Gurpreet and his
father worked in foreign coun-
tries to “provide relief to people

Nina Berger’s body was dumped behind a primary school in
west Delhi’s Tilak Nagar. Archive

from pain and disease, get jobs,
or solve their problems” by per-
forming pujas and selling stones.

During their investigation,
police found that Gurpreet met
Nina around five years ago on a
dating app. “He is learnt to have
told police that he visited
Switzerland four times to meet
her as she was worried about be-
ing jobless. He assured her he
would perform puja and chant
mantras for a fee. He also intro-
duced his father to her as a very
famous saint and did not disclose
their relationship. Father-son
tookalot of money from herand
other people, converted it into
Indian currency, and deposited
the cash in their family members’

accountsin Delhi,” an officer said.
Investigation also revealed
Nina was facing a financial crisis
and had borrowed Rs 6-7 lakh
from the accused. “She didn’t pay
for the puja or repay the money
she had borrowed from him. Last
September, Gurpreet went to
Switzerland and asked for the
money, but she requested more
time. He later decided toeliminate
him and asked her to come to
Delhi on the pretext of a ‘ritual’,
promising to help her attain ‘men-
tal peace’ through occult rituals
and gemology,” the officer said.
Before her arrival, police said
he put his plan into motion — he
purchased a car in someone
else’s name and bought several

iron chains and locks from a
hardware shop.

“A day after Nina’s arrival on
October 11, he called and pres-
sured her to return his money.
They went to ATMs nearby on
October 17 but she withdrew Rs
10,000, which made Gurpreet
angry.On October 18, he took her
toanother ATM, but she failed to
withdraw any cash. They got into
a car and an argument ensued.
Ninaalso accused him of not do-
ing the puja properly and threat-
ened exposure,” the officer said.

Fearing that she would ruin
business, he pretended to per-
form another ritual. “First, he tied
and locked her hands, legs and
body with chains and drove to a
vacant spot in a parking area in
West Delhi’s Sant Nagar
Extension. There, he increased
the music volume, wrapped a
cloth around Nina’s neck, and
strangled her. To ensure she was
dead, he covered her mouth and
chest with black polythene and
taped it. He later parked his car
after putting up black (film on
the windows),” the official said.

Police said before he left the
spot, he took Nina’s belongings,
including heriPhone. “He deleted
all his chats and call records from
her phone... he visited the spot af-
ter 48 hours to dump her body
near the school,” the officer said.

Kites dot Delhi skyline as Baansera hosts festival

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

OVER 5,000 visitors flocked to
Delhi’s bamboo-themed park,
Baansera, on the banks of the
Yamuna, over the weekend to cel-
ebrate “patang utsav”, a two-day
kite festival organised by the DDA
on the occasion of Makar
Sankranti. The event, inaugurated
by L-G V K Saxena, sold out all
tickets by the second day Sunday.

More than 30 professional ki-
tists from various states show-
cased their artistry at the event,
flying kites of diverse shapes,

It was organised for Makar Sankranti. Praveen Khanna

sizes, and colours, including the
Tricolour, train, and eagle de-
signs. The festivities were at-

tended by Union Minister of

State for External Affairs and
Culture Meenakshi Lekhi; MPs
Harsh Vardhan, Ramesh Bidhuri,
and Gautam Gambhir, along
with foreign envoys and diplo-
mats from multiple countries.
Saxena commended the
DDA for its efforts in organising
the festival and transforming
Baansera’s “earlier degraded
landscape intoa vibrant and lush
green space”. On the first day of
the event on Saturday, Saxena
said the festival was a tribute to
Lord Ram who is said to have
“flown kites in his childhood”.

As lakhs of buyers in
Noida await registry
of flats, dept short of
year’s revenue target

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, JANUARY 14

THE STAMP and Registration
Department of Gautam Buddh
Nagar has been struggling to
meet its year-wise revenue tar-
get for the last few years. This is
primarily because of stalled proj-
ects and non-registration of flats
in the city, according to officials.

Data available with the de-
partment shows a collection of
only around 56% target revenue
by the end of December even as
the financial year 2023-24 con-
cludesinless than three months.

To discuss the issue, a meet-
ing of the Noida, Greater Noida,
and Yamuna authorities, and
the Stamp and Registration
Department has been called
Monday. “Senior officials of both
— the department and the au-
thorities — will participate in the
meeting. The shortfallinrevenue
targetisabigconcern,” said asen-
ior official of the department.

In view of pending registra-
tion of flats, the Uttar Pradesh
government had last month is-
sued an order to implement the
Amitabh Kant committee recom-
mendations with some amend-
ments. The panel was constituted
by the Union Ministry of Housing
to provide solutions for such
legacy stalled projects.

The state government had
announced a number of meas-
ures to help developers com-
plete projects stuck foryears —a
2-year ‘zero-period’ relief; time
extension of three years without

any fee; provision to bring in a
co-developer if builder is unable
to complete project; relaxation
in conditions to mortgage; and
payment of land dues in install-
ments over three years.

Even though authorities have
informed builders about their fi-
nal dues after deducting zero-pe-
riod relief, many of them are yet
to opt for the scheme. “Registry
of these stalled flats will defi-
nitely help increase revenue. The
outline for starting the registry
will be decided in the meeting. It
isonly after this that we'll be able
to calculate the income we can
earn from these registries,” said
the official quoted above.

Data shows that the Stamp
and Registration Department had
a target to collect revenue of Rs
4,728.70 crore in FY 2023-24
through stamp duty, registration
and court fees. However, it could
generate only Rs 2,662.47 crore
(56.30%) by December 2023. In
the last financial year, the de-
partment had a revenue target
(from April 1 to December 31) of
Rs 3,036.95 crore of which it re-
ceived Rs 2,136.22 crore.

Gautam Buddh Nagar is one
of the biggest cities of UPin terms
of revenue collection through
stamp and registration. However,
many developers have not been
able to provide flats to buyers in
Noida and Greater Noida for a
long time, owing to reasons such
as non-availability of funds, in-
creasing dues on builders, litiga-
tion, fund diversions, criminal
cases against realtors, etc. Due to
this, registry has been hit.

many developers have not been able to provide flats to
buyers in Noida and Greater Noida for a long time. Archive
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In Loving Memory

Arvind Vithal Gandhi

(8th Nov. 1930 —

Your Reliable Healthcare Partner

ISth Jan. 1986)

Arvind Gandhi, former Chairman and Managing Director of
USV Pvt Ltd, was a leader who inspired with integrity and compassion.

Driven by his commitment to addressing India’s healthcare needs,
he built indigenous development capability and world-class
manufacturing in Mumbai during the 1960s.

The strong foundation he created serves well to support USV’s present
and future success.

His values of unrelenting attention to quality and reliability are infused
into the fabric of the company and remain integral to all USVites who
feel empowered to carry forward the legacy with pride.
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The apolitical and nationalistic
essence of the Indian Army

It is imperative for the nation to ensure future readiness, elevating India into a
military power that complements its growing stature

of Indian democracy since independence.

It has resolutely defended the sovereignty
of the country on multiple occasions against
aggression by two hostile neighbours, as-
sisted in countering insurgency and terror-
ism, helped in maintaining law-and-order,
came to rescue in disaster situations and
even provided military assistance to foreign
governments like Sri Lanka and Maldives at
their invitation.

In 21st century, we must make the Indian
Army future-ready and convert India from a
military force to a military power.We have to
prepare for future conflicts, a two-front
threat and grey zone warfare. The two-front
is a collusive threat emanating from China
and Pakistan, which is likely to be comple-
mented by proxy war through terrorists. The
grey zone warfare includes several non-ki-
netic instruments of war like cyber space and
information warfare in addition to diplomatic
sanctions, economic leverages, food security,
energy security and more.

In recent years, certain bold operational
decisions have been taken, and some trans-
formational changes have been initiated.
When terrorists launched an attack on the
Army Base at Uri and we lost 18 soldiers, In-
dian Army boldly launched surgical strikes
at the terrorist camps across the LoC. A cou-
ple of years later when we lost 40 CRPF men
to a terror attack launched by a Pakistan
based terror outfit, India’s precision air strikes
caused havoc at a terrorist camp near Bal-
akot. On the LAC, when the Chinese PLA at-
tempted to advance into Bhutan territory at
Dolam Plateau, the Indian Army forced the
PLA to stop on their side of the LACin 2017.
In 2020, the when PLA tried to alter the LAC

I NDIAN Army has been the strongest pillar

unilaterally in Ladakh, they were stopped at
the expense of a bloody battle at Galwan, in
which both sides had fatal casualties, for the
first time in half a century. Another bold step
was appointment of CDS to usher in trans-
formational reforms and integration of struc-
tures and processes of armed forces, which
is the need of the hour in this era where mul-
tiple inputs have to be processed simultane-
ously to arrive at decisions with speed.
Sensitive to demands of contemporary
warfare, defence cyber and space agencies
have been raised. Information warfare
processes have also been strengthened and
integrated. A special operations division has
also been established and such structures will
help in negotiating the grey zone warfare.
On the issue of women empowerment,
not only women serve in the Indian Army as
officers as well as soldiers, girls are now al-
lowed to join Sainik Schools which prepare

INTHE 21ST CENTURY,
ITIS IMPERATIVETO
MODERNISE THE
INDIAN ARMY,
TRANSFORMING IT
INTO A MILITARY
POWERTO
EFFECTIVELY ADDRESS
FUTURE CONFLICTS

them to join the army along with the boys.
No country which aspires for a global/re-
gional role can remain dependent on foreign
weapons and equipment. Hence, some path
breaking reforms have been ushered in to

make India self-reliant (Atmanirbhar
Bharat) in defence needs.A boost has been
given to domestic industry, and special in-
centives to the private sector. Under strategic
partnership, defence industry is being en-
couraged to partner with foreign defence
manufacturers to bring in better technol-
ogy and investment. For the first time an al-
location of 25% of R&D budget has been
reserved for the private sector.

Defence corridors for manufacturing have
been established in Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh, technology hubs have been set up in
Puneand Bangalore. These will support, in-
centivise and synergise an entire ecosys-
tem of defence manufactures, especially
MSMEs. Under the IDEX scheme, innova-
tions by the academia or industry are being
encouraged by government funding.

It has already started showing results.
From being a net importer of defence equip-
ment, India’s exports of arms and defence
technologies touched a record 15,000
crore, with 70% share from the private sec-
tor. An increase of more than six times has
been registered from 2015, when it was
32,059 crore only.

While these transformational reforms
are a must, Indian Army’s biggest asset is
thatitis totally apolitical and truly national-
istic. It is also incumbent on the nation to
make it future-ready, and make India into a
military power that can support the country’s
growing stature.

Lt General Satish Dua (Retd.)

The views expressed in this article are
personal and do not reflect the official
stance of the Indian Army or the
Government of India.
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Birth of a battle-ready beast:
DRDO'’s assault rifle ‘Ugram’

The assault rifle boosts frontline firepower,
demonstrating our commitment to arming
soldiers with top-notch weaponry

S India gears up to celebrate Army Day on
AJanuary 15, the Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation (DRDO) has de-
livered a powerful present, days ahead of it—
the "Ugram’ assault rifle that will strengthen the
nation’s defence capabilities. This state-of-the-
art weapon marks a significant stride in India’s
indigenous weapons development programme
and bolsters the Indian Army's capabilities.
Ugram, which translates into ‘ferocious’, lives
up to its name. Crafted with a potent 7.62 x 51
mm caliber, the rifle boasts an effective range of
500 meters and a sleek design while weighing
less than four kilograms, rendering it agile and
lethal in diverse combat scenarios. This indige-
nous marvel, engineered for precision and relia-
bility and designed based on the general staff
qualitative requirements (GSQRs) of the Indian
Army, offers a perfect balance of firepower, ma-
neuverability, and portability, making it a formi-
dable companion for soldiers on the frontlines.
Designed to meet the operational needs of the
Indian Army, Ugram is not merely about fire-
power. Developed by DRDO's Pune-based facil-
ity, Armament Research and Development Es-

I

tablishments (ARDE) in collaboration with Hy-
derabad-based Dvipa Armour India private lim-
ited, the assault rifle embodies the nation’s grow-
ing prowess in advanced weapons technology
and marks a significant step towards self-reliance
in the critical domain of infantry weaponry.

With its ergonomic design, inherent modular-
ity, and adaptability that equip soldiers with the
agility and tactical advantage needed in modern
combat, Ugram delivers the promise of enhanced
operational efficiency and battlefield dominance.
The rifle, which has a 20-round magazine and
fires in both single and full auto mode, awaits rig-
orous testing and trials before it joins the Indian
Army's arsenal. However, its successful launch in-
dicates that India is well on its way to achieving
self-sufficiency in advanced weaponry.

As the nation salutes its brave soldiers on
Army Day, it is also a time to celebrate the inge-
nuity and dedication of our scientists and engj-
neers who tirelessly strive to provide them with
the edge they deserve. Ugram underscores the
unswerving commitment of our defence appara-
tus, which s always " In Service of the Nation” to
safeguarding our territorial integrity.
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The Schiebel Group set up its Schiebel India subsidiary
two years ago and is collaborating with VEM to be able
to manufacture the world leading rotary UAS within
the country. This shows our commitment towards
Atmanirbhar Bharat. We are taking small but strong
steps in order to provide a reliable product to our
customers and work along with them with total
commitment. The S-100 has several years of
operational experience with 40+ clients worldwide

operating the UAS on a daily basis. Our payload
capacity is up to 50 kg, which enables the S-100 to fit
multiple sensors, making it ideally suited for ISR
operations. Having the experience provides us the
opportunity to be ahead of the curve and think of
future tech integration. Case in point is the recent
REPMUS 23 NATO exercise, where the world market

saw future offerings possible in the maritime domain.

— Jajati Mohanty, CEO at Schiebel India

Fortifying Indian Army’s combat
readiness

-

forces in the world. Indian Army — world's

second largest military force and the largest
standing volunteer army — has remained at the
forefront of safeguarding national unity and ter-
ritorial integrity while maintaining constant vigil
in the border frontiers.

In the backdrop of swiftly changing regional
and global geopolitical landscape, India has stead-
fastly focused on building and sustaining a highly
modernised and organised military force capable of
decisively dealing with constantly shifting multi-
faceted conflict situations of current times.

As the largest wing of Indian Armed Forces,
Indian Army has marched ahead on an ambitious
path of transformation to become a modern, ag-
ile, technology-driven and self-reliant ‘future
ready force'. In such critical times, state-of-the-art
BRAHMOS supersonic cruise missile system has
evolved to occupy a central place in Indian
Army's modern land warfare domain by im-
mensely bolstering its artillery firepower.

BRAHMOS land attack cruise missile (LACM)
system has been deployed in Indian Army since
2007. During numerous successful test firings
conducted over the years, the tactical weapon
has validated its impeccability to precisely en-
gage and neutralise strategic ground-based in-
stallations of an adversary such as command &
control centres, radar stations, underground
bunkers, arms depot among others.

“The Indian Army, capitalising on the supe-
rior technologies and unmatched capabilities of-
fered by BRAHMOS, has sharply enhanced its
combat power and flexibility. Over the years, we

I NDIA commands one of the largest ground

- BRAH

BRAHMOS, WITH ITS
SUPERSONIC SPEED,
STAND-OFF RANGE,
DESTRUCTIVE
FIREPOWER, AND
USER-FRIENDLY
OPERATIONS, IS THE
INDIAN ARMY’S TOP
WEAPON OF CHOICE

have also upgraded the missile by infusing more
cutting-edge technologies and indigenous sys-
tems to improve its overall operational and func-
tional features,” says Outstanding Scientist Atul

MOS

Dinkar Rane, DG (BrahMos, DRDO) & CEO & MD
of BrahMos Aerospace — the India-Russia de-
fence JV entity between DRDO and NPOM which
has been designing, developing and producing
the BRAHMOS weapon system in various con-
figurations for the Indian Armed Forces.

With its supersonic speed, stand-off range,
deadly accuracy, destructive firepower, and user
friendly operations, BRAHMOS has emerged as
Indian Army's ‘first weapon of choice.’ The tacti-
cal weapon’s quick adaptability, mobility, near-si-
multaneous launch capability towards different
targets and launch-readiness at very short no-
tice has strongly fortified the Army's operational
preparedness in times of contingency and con-
flict. The powerful weapon has proved its
salience at a time when the Indian Army is ac-
tively deliberating on the formulation of Inte-
grated Battle Groups (IBGs) as part of the future
joint battlefields.

As India builds a formidable Defence Force
capable to fight and win modern wars in highly
complex, multi-domain combat environments,
an incredibly versatile weapon like BRAHMOS
which has established its ‘across the full spec-
trum of operations' capability, has emerged an in-
dispensable asset to secure national interests in
synergy with all three services.

Recent successful test firings of BRAHMOS by
the Tri-Services from ground, ship and air plat-
forms have fortified India's stature as a rising
military power of 21st century.

BrahMos Aerospace extends its greetings to
the Indian Army on 76th Army Day
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Modernisation & indigenisation-
Focus areas for Indian Army

Modernisation spans personnel, equipment, technology, and infrastructure, crucial for maintaining a credible
defense posture and ensuring national well-being

Vikas Manral
Global Aerospace & Défence expert

modernising its forces to enhance its capa-

bilities and meet the challenges of contem-
porary security threats. Modernisation efforts en-
compass a wide range of areas, including
personnel, equipment, technology, and infra-
structure. Modernisation of the Indian Army is
essential for maintaining a credible Défence pos-
ture, adapting to contemporary security chal-
lenges, and ensuring the nation’s security and
well-being. It aligns with the broader goal of
building a robust and resilient Défence infra-
structure to protect the interests of the country
and its citizens.

Recent approval of capital acquisition pro-
posals worth X2.23 lakh crore by the Défence
Acquisition Council (DAC) to enhance the opera-
tional capabilities of the Armed Forces is a testi-
monial of the fact that the process of moderni-
sation is on track.

The DAC has accorded the acceptance of ne-
cessity (AoN) for procurement of two types of

I NDIAN Army has been actively involved in

anti-tank munitions namely, area denial muni-
tions (ADM) Type - 2 and Type-3. which will give
additional lethality to Pinaka multi-barrel rocket
launchers to take down enemy tanks, armoured
vehicles and personnel. The ADM munitions are
essentially rockets that can drop bomblets over
an extended area, which can take down incoming
armoured formations. The order will be split be-
tween the industrial development partners of
DRDO— Munitions India Ltd (MIL) and Economic
Explosive Ltd (EEL). The two companies will in the
near future present commercial bids and the order
will be split 60:40 in favour of the lower bidder.
To replace the Indian field gun (IFG), which
has completed its service life, AoN for procure-
ment of state-of-the-art towed gun system (TGS)
has been granted which will become a mainstay
of artillery forces of the Indian Army. The new

towed gun system (TGS) will be lighter, more ver-
satile, and feature-packed compared to current
artillery guns. The Army aims to acquire 400 ad-
vanced 155mm/52 calibre guns, with a total re-
quirement estimated to be 1,200 guns.

The AoN for procurement and integration of
automatic target tracking (ATT) and digital
basaltic computer (DBC) for T-90 Tanks under Buy
(India) category have also been accorded which
will help in maintaining combative edge of T-90
tanks over adversary platforms. ATT technology
helps in precise engagement with moving tar-
gets.As of now, to hit a target accurately, the -90
tanks are positioned manually. The DBC, which is
used for the fire guidance system, calculates the
trajectory of the round based on the atmospheric
conditions. A round of ammunition generally gets
affected by the atmospheric temperature condi-

ATTAINING DEFENCE
SELF-SUFFICIENCY
REQUIRES SUSTAINED
EFFORT, GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT, INDUSTRY
COLLABORATION AND
A LONG-TERM
COMMITMENTTO
DEVELOPING
INDIGENOUS
CAPABILITIES

tions, temperature inside the tank, and wind con-
ditions such as the speed and direction. The DBC
makes calculations based on all these factors in or-
der to hit a target accurately. The computer cur-
rently installed in the tanks is analogue in nature
and systems are being digitised to remove the
scope for human error and bias.

To boost indigenisation, most of these equip-
ment of the Indian Army will be procured under
Buy (Indian-IDDM) category. However for self
sufficiency in defence, it requires a comprehensive
and sustained effort involving government sup-
port, industry collaboration, and a commitment to
building indigenous capabilities over the long
term. The success of indigenisation efforts often
hinges on a multi-stakeholder approach involving
the government, private sector, research institu-
tions, and the Armed forces.

Today, as we honour the unwavering
commitment and the indomitable spirit of
our Indian Army on this occasion of Army

Day, we stand united in reverence and
gratitude. The resilience and dedication
displayed by our forces resonate deeply
with our core values at AXISCADES.
With a long defence pedigree, we take
pride in supporting our defenders, and we
remain committed to develop cutting-edge
defence technologies, empowering them
to safeguard our nation’s security. Our
new age solutions such as electronic
warfare systems, telemetry, simulators,
radars, drone & anti-drone solutions
provide critical strategic advantage,
ensuring they remain the epitome of
strength. Their unwavering commitment
inspires us to deliver advanced solutions,
reinforcing our pledge to fortify our
defence capabilities. Together, let us
honour and support these men and
women of our Army, ensuring a safer
tomorrow.

— Arun Krishnamurthi
MD & CEO, AXISCADES

India buttresses firepower with
Sauer assault r|fles

high on ergonomics and
ease of use, thisrifle is de-
signed for enhanced conve-

Sig

HE ministry of defence’s ap-
Tproval for the acquisition of an
additional 70,000 ‘shoot to

................

reflects not only a focus on
modernising the country’s ar-
senal to boost Indian sol-

T
Azadiy,
Amrit Mahotsav

forIn-
dia’s Sig Sauer ac-

quisition granted ata
defence ministry meeting, the move

nience and control, with features like
an adjustable stock and ambidex-
trous controls, making it suitable for
awider range of users. With the nod

kill" US-made Sig Sauer assault rifles
marks a significant stride in enhanc-
ing India’s arsenal. This procurement
not only contributes to the ongoing
modernisation efforts but also ele-
vates the operational capabilities of
Indian troops.

diers’ firepower but also sends
a clear message to the world of In-
dia's commitment to national de-
fence and regional stability.

BrahMos

The Glorious Emblem of Self-Reliant
Bharat Wishes Indian Army

onthe 76" ARMY DAY
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drive has taken a significant step for-
ward with the decision of the min-
istry to sanction the acquisition of
over 70,000 Sig Sauer assault rifles
(7.62x51 mm caliber). The approval
for procuring more of these rifles —
the second batch of Sig Sauer pro-
curement by the ministry was given
during the meeting of the defence
acquisition council (DAC). The deal,
valued at a 3840 crore, marks a con-
tinued commitment to reinforce na-
tional security, central to which is
equipping troops with cutting-edge
weaponry for border security and
counter-insurgency operations.

The recent decision to procure
these rifles through the fast track
procedure (FTP) comes on the heels
of the first order of the same under
the ‘Buy (Global)' category of the
government, wherein the Indian
Army received 66,400 of these rifles
while the Indian Air Force acquired
4000rifles and the Indian Navy got
2000 rifles. Reasons abound for the
repeat order of these US-made as-
saultrifles, bought to replace the In-
dian Small Arms System or INSAS Ri-
fles (5.56x45 mm).

Specifically chosen for this pro-
curement, the Sig Sauer 716 Assault
Rifle is a proven performer known
forits accuracy, longer range and en-
hanced operational ease. The
7.62x51mm caliber of SiG 716 en-
sures an extended effective range,
rendering it more lethal in opera-
tions. Firing the  powerful
7.62x51mm NATO cartridge, the
716 provides greater stopping
power and precision compared to
the 5.56x45mm ammunition used in
India’s INSAS rifles.

Delivering reliability, versatility,
and adaptability built for rugged
conditions, the Rifle can be config-
ured with various attachments—

optical sights, laser pointers, fore-

hand grips and bipods to suit CAMC@PTER@ S 100 UNMANNED AIR SYSTEM

different operational needs. Scoring LSl T L. AR [

7
BrahMos

JOINT VENTURE OF
DRDO, INDIA & NPOM, RUSSIA

BRAHMOS AEROSPAGE

16, Cariappa Marg, Kirby Place, Delhi Cantt.
New Delhi -110010.  www.brahmos.com
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N THE occasion of the Army Day 2024, | convey my felicitations
O and warm wishes to All Ranks of the Indian Army, Civilian em-

ployees, Veterans and their families. We solemnly remember and
pay homage to our comrades who have laid down their lives in service of
the nation. Their supreme sacrifice shall always inspire us.

The Indian Army has a vital role to play, in ensuring a stable and secure
environment, so that the nation’s progress continues unabated. Our re-
solve towards that, must remain robust and grow stronger with each day.
| urge each member of the ‘Olive Green’ fraternity to continue with an un-
wavering commitment, to counter security threats, to the nation.

The character of Warfare continues to change. To prepare ourselves
for the future, we had set into motion a holistic transformation
process, last year. We have made good progress and many

Manoj Pande
General Chief of the Army Staff

milestones have been achieved. Our capability develop-
ment endeavours stand on the edifice of Atmanirbharta,
to which we firmly stand committed to. The transition to-
wards becoming a modern, agile, adaptive and technology
enabled future ready force, shall continue, as part of the
Transformation Roadmap. The Indian Army will observe the
year 2024 as the 'Year of Technology Absorption’ a theme
which underscores our focus and efforts to leverage tech-
nology, as a catalyst for transformative change.

Our responsibility towards the Veterans, Veer Naris and
their families, remains a sacred commitment. Endeavours to
augment welfare initiatives, proactively reach out to them
and address their grievances, must remain a focus area for
commanders at all levels.

The Indian Army enjoys a distinct stature in the national
mind space. | am sanguine that we shall forever remain
steadfast in our resolve to uphold the trust reposed in us, by
the nation. Let us re-dedicate ourselves to the service of
the nation, in the true spirit of our core ethos of Naam, Na-
mak aur Nishaan.

‘Jai Hind'

“ ALLTERRA

SALUTING INDIAN ARMY

FOR THEIR COURAGE AND COMPASSION.

On Army Day 2024, Trimble and Allterra India extend a heartfelt thank you to
the Indian Army for their selfless service and unflinching determination to do
what's right for India, including embracing technology to become one of the

most modern armies globally.

Trimble is a trusted supplier of innovative,
high-performance geospatial solutions for
military customers worldwide. Trimble and its
strategic partner Allterra India are proud to
support the Indian Army in its acquisition of
best-in-class technologies.

Ron Bisio
Senior Vice President
Field Systems, Trimble

Scott Crozier
Vice President
Survey & Mapping, Trimble

Trimble South Asia

Pradeep Rathor
CEO & Managing Partner

AllTerra India
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Dr R.K. Agarwal
Director General, AKGEC

young aspiring student, no
Amatter what stream he/

she may be from, is faced
with numerous options of choos-
ing the right course and the right
institute for a successful career.
My advice to aspirants is to evalu-
ate your passion for your career ACADEMIC
because the secret to success and

MCA

*CSE * EN - ECE * ME
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happiness is being able to love v V) [ wsmure

whatever you do in life. Identify
your skill set and capabilities and
choose a course that is a natural
progression of your existing skills
and qualification. Take advice
from your parents and teachers
and use their experience as a
guide in deciding the course you -

HIGHLIGHTS

choose. two consecutive years sinceits Inception
With technology changing at B Silver Medal at India Skills 2021 National Competition in Additive

an exponential rate and the glar- Manufacturing Skils

ing gap between the academic B AKGEC Alumni at top positions in private and public sector and as
successful entrepreneurs in India and abroad

B Students selected for higher education in IITs, lISc Bangalore, NITs,
IMs, IMT, XLRI and many other eminent institutions in India and abroad

B The only Institution in U.P. to have established the Common Facility

curriculum and fast changing in-
dustry requirements, employability
is a major challenge. Students,
therefore, should look for institu-

B AKTU Chancellor's Medal for securing maximum marks across all
B.Tech branches bagged by AKGEC students for five consecutive years  p ACEMENTS

Distinguished Alumnus Award by AKTU bagged by AKGEC studentsor oy recruers include Infosys, TCS, Accenture, Amazon, Aitl,

Ericsson, Byju's, HCL Technologies, HSBC Technology, Lohia
Group, Newgen Software, DXC Technology, Tech Mahindra, Global
Logic, PricewaterhouseCoopers, MAQ Software, Torrent Group,
Coforge, Honda Cars India Ltd., JK Cement, Deloitte, Lowe’s
Services India Pvt. Ltd., Morgan Stanley, PhonePe Pvt. Ltd., Tata
Steel Ltd., C2FO, Maersk Global Service Centres (India) Pvt. Ltd.,
Gainsight Software, Wiley Edge, Sopra Banking Software,

Master of Computer Applications

MBA (AKGIM -Code: 820)

*MKT: FIN - HR = IB =OM = IT
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= MOSTRATING <
|7 BY INSTITUTION
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Schneider Electric, Continental India and many more.

. . C. . Center for General Engineering Industry under “One District One Y
tions (like AKGEC) which, in addi- Product (ODOP)’scheme of the Government of U.P. L (2?22 = )
tion to academic excellence, em- ®  The only Institution in U.P.to have received approval from DST, Govt, of 1635 offers (with 883 exclusive offers)

phasise project-based learning,
industry relevant training pro-

ment to make their students glob-
ally employable.

My best wishes to all the young
aspirants for a bright and success-
ful career and a happy life.

Baroda

India, for establishment of Centre of Relevance and Excellence (CORE)
inthe field of Industrial Automation & Robotics

grammes and all round develop- W Skill Development Centre established in partnership with National Skill - BEGAAIS ARG ZGENECI2 25 Salary package

Development Corporation (NSDC)

B Advance Technology Centres of Excellence in collaboration with
eminent multinational companies for Industry oriented training

drawn

>=25LPA 05 7
>=15LPA 07 3330
>=10LPA 54 PA

[ 8744052891-93, 7290034978 M info@akgec.ac.in & https://www.akgec.ac.in
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Bank of Baroda
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MILITARY SALARY PACKAGE g
FOR INDIAN ARMY

FREE PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE

BENEFITS FOR SALARIED PERSONNEL

» Salary account cover on-duty ¥ 75 Lakhs
and Off-duty ¥ 60 Lakhs

» Additional PAI* cover upto % 30 Lakhs on
Yoddha Debit Card & Yoddha Credit Card

« Disability covers upto 60 Lakhs

» Air Accident Insurance Cover % 100 Lakhs

o Daughters’ Marriage cover (18-25 Years) of

% 6 Lakhs
 Higher Education Cover of % 6 Lakhs

FREE PERSONAL ACCIDENTAL INSURANCE

BENEFITS TO AGNIVEERS

» Entry Age : 17.5 years (Personal Accidental

Insurance Cover starts at 18 years)*

» Salary account cover On-duty ¥ 75 Lakhs

and Off-duty Z 60 Lakhs
« Disability covers upto 60 Lakhs

» Air Accident Insurance Cover T 100 Lakhs

FREE PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE
FOR VETERANS & VEER NAARIS

» Pension account cover upto 40 Lakhs
¢ Disability covers upto ¥ 60 Lakhs
o Applicable age for cover is Life Long

» Daughters’ Marriage cover (18-25 Years) upto
% 4 Lakhs

¢ Higher Education Cover upto % 4 Lakhs

OTHER BENEFITS
» Waiver on various service charges*
« Salary Overdraft up to ¥ 3.00 Lakhs

o Personal Loan at attractive ROl up to
% 20 lakhs

RETAIL LOAN FACILITIES

* Yoddha Loans at concessional ROI
* No pre- closure charges
» Concession on Processing charges *

r -
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e

*Subject to terms and conditions
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Saluting Indian Army’s spirit of
“In Service of the Nation”

Pulsating with national pride and patriotism, Army Day in India transcends a historic event’s
commemoration while honouring Indian soldiers’ valour and the mindset of “Service before Self”
that ensures that Indians thrive in a free and safe nation

ACH yearon January 15, as the
crisp January air reverberates
with the thunderous march of
Indian Army personnel’s boots
in tandem with drums beating to val-
our's rhythm, the grand parade mark-
ing the country’s Army Day celebration
unfolds, highlighting the Indian Army’s
strength and operational readiness,
alongside instilling a sense of pride and
patriotism among every Indian.

Itis a day etched in the nation’s cal-
endar for honouring the unwavering
spirit of the Indian Armed Forces’
ground warfare branch and its largest
component, the Indian Army, which is
ranked fourth in the world in terms of
military strength. With the President of
India as its Supreme Commander and
the Chief of Army Staff as its profes-
sional head, the Indian Army has beenin
aleague of its own in living up to its tra-
dition of heroism, valour and fortitude
while enshrining its motto — Seva
Paramo Dharma, which translates into
“Service before Self".

Responsible for ensuring national se-
curity and unity while safeguarding
peace within the country's borders, the
Indian Army's primary role is to defend
the world’s most populous country, In-
dia, against external aggression and in-
ternal threats, alongside carrying out
humanitarian rescue operations when-
ever needed. From the icy heights of the

Himalayas to the scorching sands of the
desert—the unwavering commitment,
unflinching valour, countless sacrifices
and selfless service of our brave soldiers
have secured our borders and shielded
us to provide a safe cocoon for India to
safely march ahead on the path of
progress.

As we pay homage to the Indian
Army's bravehearts and those men in
the olive-green uniform, who have
made the supreme sacrifice for the
country's sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity while upholding the nation’s ho-
nour in every conflict, the theme of this
year's Army Day —“In Service of the Na-
tion” — shines a spotlight on the
essence of the Indian Army’s existence.

From emerging from colonial
rule to defending an indepen-
dent India

The story of Indian Army Day traces
its way back to the birth pangs of a free
nation as India gained its indepen-
dence from British rule on 15 August
1947.0n 15 January 1949, Lieutenant
General Kodandera M. Cariappa took
over the reins as the first Commander-
in-Chief of the Indian Army from Gen-
eral Sir Francis Robert Roy Bucher, the
last non-Indian to have held this posi-
tion after India’s independence. This
momentous transfer of leadership to
one of the only two Indian Army offi-
cers to have held the rank of Field Mar-
shal, marked a critical juncture in In-

AS THE NATION
CELEBRATES ARMY
DAY, IT'S VITALTO
RECALL THAT THE
DAY'S SPIRIT GOES
BEYOND FESTIVI-
TIES, SPARKING
PATRIOTISM IN BOTH
THEYOUNG & OLD

dia’s military history, symbolising the
dawn of a new era where Indian val-
our would stand sentinel over the se-
curity of the independent nation,
which has emerged as a regional
power since then.

This date, etched in the annals of In-
dian defence, holds significance beyond
a mere handover of command, as the
symbolic passing of the baton of re-
sponsibility from colonial rule to an in-
dependent India.

Lieutenant General Cariappa, af-
fectionately known as ‘Kipper,” led
the nation's Army through the
nascent years of the country as an in-
dependent nation, navigating the
volatile landscape in the aftermath of

the Partition of India and laying the
foundation for the formidable Indian
Army. The annual observance of Army
Day on January 15 commemorates
the momentous occasion, when he
assumed the prestigious role of the
Indian Army’s first Indian Comman-
der-in-Chief.

Celebrating Indian Army’s valour

The vibrant cultural extravaganza of
Army Day celebration, replete with a
grand parade, military shows, synchro-
nised march past and awe-inspiring
aerial maneuvers demonstrating the In-
dian Army’s airpower alongside award-
ing Sena medals for gallantry in com-
bat operations takes place annually on
15th January.

Beyond the celebration

As the country comes together to
celebrate Army Day every year, itis im-
portant to remember that the spirit of
the day extends beyond the revelry of
a single-day observance igniting the
spark of patriotism in the hearts of
young and old alike. The occasion
serves as a call to action for Indian citi-
zens to uphold the legacy of courage,
values of patriotism and the spirit of na-
tionalism while fulfilling their role in en-
suring the nation’s safety and prosperity
and pledging to stand united under the
banner of our tricolor.

An initiative by

On Indian Army Day, we stand
united in reverence for the valiant
soldiers who embody the spirit of
‘service before self.” The Indian
Army, a formidable force dedicated
to national security and unity, stands
as a symbol of dauntless courage and
sacrifice. General KM Cariappa, the
first Indian Commander-in-chief, set
the tone for this legacy of bravery
and commitment. This historic
occasion serves as a touching
reminder of our soldiers’ tireless
dedication and unyielding
patriotism. Today, we salute the
protectors of our sovereignty, the
guardians of peace, who face external
and internal challenges with
unshakeable resolve. Their sacrifices
reverberate through the pages of
history. On this Indian Army Day, let
us pay a heartfelt tribute to these
fearless warriors and express our
deepest gratitude for their service to
the nation.

— S.K. Narvar

Group Chairman, Trident Realty

|
TRIDENT

REALTY

BUILDING THE NATION

NO FOUR WALLS ARE STRONGER
THAN THE COURAGEOUS RESOLVE
OF A SOLDIER WHO PROTECTS
THE DREAMS OF OUR NATION

Trident Realty extends gratitude to the bravehearts of Indian Army
who defend our nation with indomitable courage and valour.

CELEBRATING 76™ ARMY DAY

Corporate Office: Trident Realty, DLF Square, 16" Floor, Jacaranda Marg, DLF Phase 2, Sector 25, Gurugram, Shahpur, Haryana, Pin-122002

83430 90909 |

tridentrealty.co.in
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SKYWATCH

i FORECAST: January 15
-Oo Mainly clear sky. Dense to
“>=~ verydense foginmorning
AQI: Very poor

MAX: 20

0.1°C below normal

MIN: 4

3.4°C below normal

NOIDA SCHOOLS SHUT FOR STUDENTS UP TO CLASS 8; DELHI, GURGAON TO REOPEN

Delhi wakes up to zero-visibility Sunday
as mercury plunges to season’s lowest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

DENSE FOG enveloped Delhi and
north and east India as visibility
inmany places dipped to zero on
Sunday morning.

The minimum temperature
in Delhi was recorded as 3.5 de-
grees Celsius, four degrees be-
low normal for this time of the
year and the lowest of the sea-
son so far.

As the day wore on, the thick
blanket of fog started to lift, and
the maximum temperature was
recorded as 20.6 degrees Celsius,
adegree above normal.

Monday morning, however,
is expected to be cold, with the
minimum temperature ex-
pected to be around 4 degrees
Celsius. Dense to very dense fog
isalso expected in the morning.

Schools for students up to
Class 8 in Noida, meanwhile,
will remain shut till Tuesday.
Schools in Delhi and Gurgaon,
however, will reopen on
Monday, after extensions were
earlier given in the winter break
because of the cold.

In Delhi, however, no school

People visit India Gate amid dense fog in New Delhi. Amit Mehra

will be allowed to open for stu-
dents before 9 am or have
classes past 5 pm. Teaching and
non-teaching staff, though,
have to report for duty at the
usual time.

Longest dense fog
episode

The visibility at Palam and
Safdarjung stations dipped to

zeroat5amand remained so till
8.30 am. Hisar in Haryana also
saw visibility dipping to zero.
“This is the first time this
winter season that zero visibil-
ity is being reported from
Amritsar to Dibrugarh across
Ganganagar, Patiala, Ambala,
Chandigarh, Palam, Safdarjung,
Bareilly, Lucknow, Bahraich,
Varanasi, Prayagraj and Tezpur

With visit to two colonies, AAP
begins campaign to ‘save slums’

UPASIKASINGHAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

KICKING OFFits “Ghar Bachao, BJP
Hatao” campaign, AAP ministers
Atishi and Saurabh Bharadwaj
Sunday visited the BR Camp be-
hind Race Course and Safdarjung
]J colony, where residents have re-
ceived eviction notices.

At the ]] colony behind the
Safdarjung Flying Club, residents
said they received a notice from
the Northern Railways on
November 30 last year, saying
their homes were built on govern-
ment land and they had to vacate
in15days.

According toMahinder(30),a
resident of the colony, the matter
for permanent settlement has
been pending in the High Court
since 2018 and they had stay or-
ders from the court to maintain
the status quo. “They (railway au-
thorities) showed up with bull-
dozerson December 15and when
we showed them the courtorders,
they told us they'll demolish our
houses anyway,” he alleged.

Residents claimed they ran
from pillarto post seeking help. “It
is only because politicians could
push our cause through that we
could getanother stay order from
the HC on the evening of
December 15,” said Mahinder.

Bharadwaj, who is the Urban
Development minister, during his
visit to the colony, said, “Agencies
such as the Railways, DDA, ASI,
and L&DO are conspiring to de-
molish ]J colonies on their lands.”

The issue of demolitions has
become a political hot potato,
with both AAP and BJP blaming
the other for a large number of J]
colonies being removed over the
past two months. Since the action
comes before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, AAP and BJP leaders are
seeking to distance themselves,
with AAP launching a campaign

Abhinav Saha
(Top) Atishi addresses residents of BR Camp; Bharadwaj
reads the eviction notice at SafdarjungJJ colony.

against demolition. That land in
Delhi is a matter that comes un-
der the Centre is something AAP
is making sure is known.

As he met people, Bharadwaj
said that old ]] colonies have been
identified and listed by the Delhi
governmentand this list hasbeen
shared with the Supreme Court.
“These clusters are so old that
based on law, you cannot remove
them. First, the government must
make in-situ housing for resi-
dents. After everyone has shifted,
only then can the government de-
molish the area,” he said.

Atishi, who also holds the
PWD portfolio, alleged that de-
spite pre-election promises of
providing homes in the same lo-
cations, the Delhi Development

Authority, under the BJP’s influ-
ence, intends to relocate slum
dwellers 50 km away to Narela
and Kakrola. Accusing the BJP of
deceptive practices, she stated,
"Before elections, BJP pledges
houses in existing locations, but
post-elections, promises
crumble.”

BJP Delhi secretary, Bansuri
Swaraj, meanwhile, said AAPwas
responsible for the plight of peo-
ple. “The Chief Minister will have
to answer what his government
has done in the last nine years to
provide houses to the poor. If he
had allowed the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana to be implemented
in Delhi, perhaps no poor person
would have had to live in a slum
today,” she said.

300-YEAR-OLD TEMPLE IN OLD DELHI

This later Mughal era temple is home to ‘last surviving Vaishnav frescoes’

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

STANDING OUT among a
straight row of cycle shops in
Chandni Chowk is a white mar-
ble temple with its pillar painted
in gold colour and a painting of
Lord Hanuman adorning its top-
most storey. This is the Narsingh
Hanuman Mandir - one of the
several Mughal-era temples that
dot different corners of the city.
Though there is no written
record of when the temple was
built, it is believed that it came
into being some 300 years ago,
in the era of the later Mughals.
Many believe the decision to
construct the temple at the pres-

ent site was made after anidol of
Lord Hanuman appeared under
apeepal tree.

Today, the temple is known
to house what is considered one
of the finest Vaishnav frescoes in
the Capital.

The interior walls of the tem-
ple bear several gold painted
frescoes of Lord Vishnu. On one
of the walls is a fresco depicting
Lord Hanuman worshipping
Lord Rama, Sita and Laxman.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Shah Umair, a numisma-
tist and an amateur historian,
said, “The frescoes in this temple
are very similar to the frescoes
which we see in the Jain temples
and Shaivite temples of Old
Delhi. These are later-Mughal
frescoes. The architectural style
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(Assam)... The fog cover extends
over anarea of more than 10lakh
square kilometres and a linear
distance of 2,350 kms — from
Amritsar to Dibrugarh,” said a
senior India Meteorological
Department (IMD) official.

An orange alert was issued
for Delhi, with the IMD and the
Delhi Airport Authority urging
all passengers to check timings
of flights and trains with their re-
spective airlines and the Indian
Railways.

On X, Delhi International

Airport Limited (DIAL) issued a
warning to passengers, asking
them to contact their airlines for
updated information.

According to the Delhi
Airport website, scores of
flights were affected because of
the fog.

According to Flightradar24,
anonline portal that tracks flights
inreal time around the world us-
ing satellite information, over
700 flights were delayed (arrival
and departure both)and around
100 were cancelled.

Forest department’s
weekly drive soon to
clear Southern Ridge
of encroachments

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

STARTING THIS month to around
mid-March, the Delhi Forest
Department is set to carry out
weekly encroachment removal
drives to clear farmhouses and
temporary structures from forest
land in parts of the southern ridge.

Inan affidavit submitted to the
Delhi High Court earlier this week,
the Forest Department said thata
total of 398.61 hectares of the
southern ridge was found to be
encroached in 2019. The affidavit
shows that from 2019 onwards,
only around 85.6 hectares or
around 21% of the total en-
croached land in the southern
ridge has been cleared.

Asked about the encroach-
ment removal plans, a senior
Forest Department official said itis
aregular process and would be
carried out with necessary police
protection in areas of habitation.

As part of the action plan that
has now been prepared, en-
croachments on a total of 80.75
hectares of land have now been
identified for “early removal”.

Thisincludes areas with “tem-
porary structures (habitation and
others)” and areas with farm-
houses, going by the affidavit. The
action plan has divided en-
croached land into three cate-
gories - khasras with heavily built
structures, khasras with tempo-
rary structures, and khasras with
farmhouses and other structures.

The week-wise encroachment
removal plans have been pre-
pared by the South and West for-
est divisions for land in Rajokri,
Ghitorni, Rangpuri,and Asola.

]

Narsingh Hanuman Mandir in Chandni Chowk. Amit Mehra

is also of the later-Mughal style
of building a temple. What
mabkes this significant is that this

is the only known temple bear-
ing the idol of a Narsingh form of
Hanuman in Delhi.”

Asolais one of the areas
where the drive would be
carried out. Archive

In addition to these areas, en-
croachments in the south and
west forest divisions have been
identified in Neb Sarai, Aya Nagar,
Chhatarpur, Jaunapur, Devli,
Bhatti, Mahipalpur, Saidulajab,
Maidangarhi, Tughlagabad,
Satbari, and Pulpehladpur.

In November last year, an
oversight committee constituted
by the National Green Tribunal
had expressed displeasure over
the “slow pace of progress of en-
croachment removal in the ridge
area,” and directed the District
Magistrates and the Deputy
Conservator of Forests of the south
and west forest divisions tointen-
sify encroachment removal.

Of the remaining encroached
land in the southernridge, around
100 hectares can be cleared only
once pending court cases are re-
solved, the Forest Department has
said in its affidavit.

Atotal of 103]] clusters are lo-
cated onforestland in the ridge or
the morphological ridge in Delhi.
In the Rangpuri forest division,
residents of J] clusters had earlier
approached the Environment
Minister over the removal of en-
croachment from forest land.

Further detailing on the fres-
coes, Umair said, “Mughal art
during the later Mughal era was
called the Company School of
Art. So, these kind of frescoes are
called the later-Mughal fres-

As ammonia levels rose in
Yamuna, a water treatment
plant struggled to keep pace

Wazirabad plant supplies water to Civil Lines, Karol Bagh,
Rajinder Nagar, Greater Kailash and the Walled City

Toxic foam was seen floating on the Yamuna last week. Close to 70% of Delhi depends on the
Yamuna for its water needs. Gajendra Yadav

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

A KEY water treatment plant in
the national capital that supplies
water to Civil Lines, Karol Bagh,
Rajinder Nagar, Greater Kailash
and the Walled City struggled to
keep pace with the rising ammo-
nia levels last week, The Indian
Express has learnt.

An official responsible for
quality control at the Wazirabad
water treatment plant is learnt
to have flagged the issue to sen-
ior officers, who decided to re-
duce treatment capacity to
tackle the issue.

The DJB, when contacted, ac-
knowledged that production
was reduced to 50%, but said the
water quality at the outlet was
maintained.

The problem of high am-
monical nitrogen concentration
in the Yamuna during winter is
not new. Between December
and March each year, treatment
plants have to be either shut
down or work at reduced capac-
ity several times as the system
can handle ammonia only up to
1 part per million (ppm).

The Wazirabad plant receives
water from two sources -
through the Carrier Lined
Channel or the Munak Canal,
and the Yamuna river stream.
Since the canal is regulated, ef-
fluent from industries are not
dumped into it as it travels
through Haryana into Delhi. The
same does not hold true for the
river channel - as it makes its
way, hundreds of industries
dump untreated waste into it. By
the time the Yamuna enters
Delhi, the water is highly pol-
luted.

This problem is exacerbated
in the winter as the amount of
water in the river drops due to
lack of rain upstream, and the
concentration of pollutants in-
creases.

Water through the river
channel reaches the Wazirabad
pond. On Thursday, the concen-
tration of ammonia in the pond
was 5.9 ppm. According to DJB,
concentration at the pond has
been above normal since

serving with the East India
Company.

In a post on Instagram, au-
thor Sam Dalrymple called it the
“Golden Temple of Delhi.” He
wrote: “The careless renovation'

coes... they have of Charan
painted (over) the Das ki
Vaishnav frescoes Bagichi

in Charan Das ki last month
Bagichi recently so, destroyed
[ think the ones in PIN CODE the oldest
the  Narsingh 110001 Vaishnav
Temple makes frescoes in
these the last sur- the capital.

viving Vaishnav frescoes...”
According to Encyclopedia
Britannica, Company School is a
style of miniature painting that
developed inIndiain the second
half of the 18th century in re-
sponse to the tastes of the British

Having lost those, the oldest
Vaishnav paintings can now be
found inside Narsingh Hanuman
Temple on the corner of Old
Delhi's Esplanade Road Cycle.
These also lie unprotected, and
most of them were painted over

The DJB acknowledged
that production was
reduced to 50%, but
said the water quality
atthe outlet was
maintained

December 15 last year.

Water at the Wazirabad wa-
ter treatment plants is drawn
from the pond as well as the
Munak Canal and once the two
are mixed, the concentration of
ammonical nitrogen at the inlet
of the treatment plant
decreases.

On Wednesday afternoon,
concentration of ammoniaat the
Wazirabad Water Treatment
Plants 1 and 2 was 2.9 ppm, D|B
sources said.

Officials explained that they
use chlorination to neutralise
ammonia in the water - 11.5 kg
of chlorine is needed per litre of
water per hour to neutralise 1
ppm of ammonical nitrogen.

At  Wazirabad Water
Treatment Plant 1, which pro-
duces 45 million gallons of wa-
ter daily, the amount of chlorine
needed to treat 1 ppmammonia
isaround 97 kg per hour. But the
installed capacity is 60 kg per
hour, sources said. For 2.9 ppm
of ammonia, the chlorine re-
quirement increases to over 250
kg per hour.

The problem intensifies in
winter because the efficiency of
the chlorination plant reduces,
explained a senior officer: “As
the temperature drops, icing at
the chlorination plant increases
and it can work only at around
25% to 50% capacity... The ma-
chines are 10-15 years old and
they do not work at 100% capac-
ity in any case... Water that was
supplied (last week) was not
fully treated.”

An official responsible for
quality control at the plant
alerted senior officers that the
concentration of ammonia was
beyond the treatable range, it is
learnt. The official suggested one
of two options — to draw water
only from the canal or shut the
plant.

inthelast decade.[haven't found
much documentation of the
temple, although it is said to be
asold as the Ram Temple, which
would putitin the reign of Akbar
Ilor Bahadur Zafar and makeita
#MughalEraMandir”.

On the origin of the temple,
writer Sohail Hashmi said, “ Any
temple in Old Delhi can be dated
back to the mid 17th-century.
There is nothing before this era,
as Shahjahanabad did not exist
before that. This temple can be
dated back to a maximum of 300
years.”

Mahant Gaurav Sharma,
whose family has been serving
at this temple for generations,
said the temple will celebrate the
consecration of the Ram Mandir
in Ayodhya later this month. “In

The Chief Engineer (water
treatment plants), however, told
the official to reduce treatment
capacity to 50%. “The plant was
not shut down but the capacity
was reduced to 50%. It is not pos-
sible for us to draw water only
from the canal,” DJB said inits of-
ficial response to The Indian
Express. It added that water qual-
ity at the outlet was maintained.

Water minister Atishi did not
respond to queries from The
Indian Express.

In a letter to the Delhi Chief
Secretary on December 28, how-
ever, she had taken cognizance
of theissue, saying that the level
of ammonia in the river had
reached 2.8 ppm and water pro-
duction at two plants would
have to be reduced to 50%.

She had also asked the Chief
Secretary to address the “serious
delay” in starting an in-situ am-
monia treatment plant at
Wazirabad pond.

An official explained that
while the DJB does not check
ammonia levels after chlorina-
tion, they do check for residual
chlorine, which, as per the Jal
Board'’s standards, should be 1.5
ppm. This is also the standard
DJB asks bidders to maintain in
its tender documents.

A joint report by United
States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA), DJB and
National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI), among others, also
states that “proper disinfection
of the clear water is maintained
by keeping 1.5 ppm of residual
chlorine”.

“For the past four days, resid-
ual chlorine in treated water has
been around the 0.25-0.75 ppm
mark. The standard of 1.5 ppm
residual has been set keeping in
mind the need to eliminate
pathogens after ammonia has
been neutralised. That the resid-
ual chlorine is 0.25 ppm shows
that neither has ammonia been
neutralised fully, nor is there
enough chlorine to manage
pathogens (that can cause water
borne diseases). Improper chlo-
rination is also linked to the for-
mation of toxic compounds in
water,” the official said.

the evening, we will organise a
bhandara, decorate the temple,
the street outside...and we will
light about 11,000 candles in
front of the temple. We are lucky
to be alive to witness the inau-
guration of the Ram Mandir and
January 22 will be a festival for
us,” he added.

Oblivious to the history and
architectural significance of the
temple, for Manu, a 22-year-old
from Bihar whose family has
been running a food cart next to
the temple for a decade, the tem-
ple is a matter of faith.

“Yahan door door se log aate
hai mannat mangne. Kuch bhi
maango pura ho jata hai ( People
come from far and wide to pray
here. Whatever you ask for is
granted),” he said.
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inee on IIM Lucknow’s ScSC.

VISITOR'S NOMINEE

WITH THE recent amendments to the IIM Act, the Union gov-
ernment has regained control over crucial appointments, in-
cluding that of the institute's director and board chairman. The
Visitor, who is the President, can now nominate a representa-
tive on the search-cum-selection committee (ScSC) to pick a
new director. Among the [IMs that have recently approached
the Education Ministry with names for the Visitor's nominee
for the committee are [IM Calcutta and [IM Lucknow. While
[IM Calcutta's director, Uttam Kumar Sarkar, resigned prema-
turely last year, [IM Lucknow director Archana Shukla's term
ends in three months. The ministry is learnt to have suggested
Ashish Kumar Chaumran, Managing Director and CEO of the
National Stock Exchange, as Visitor Draupadi Murmu's nom-

PoONGAL GIFT

IT WAS a special moment for Minister of State for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and Dairying L Murugan on Sunday when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached his official residence in
Delhi to attend a Pongal programme. During his hour-long visit,
the PM participated in rituals and later watched culture per-
formances organised on the occasion. He was so impressed by
the performance of young artists that he gifted his shawl to a
young singer, a girl from Tamil Nadu, as a token of appreciation.

OPEN LETTERS

FORMER BJP Rajya Sabha MP Balbir Punj is busy receiving vis-
itors at his office since the release of his book, Tryst with
Ayodhya: Decolonisation of India. While some are curious
about the source of a quote from Jawaharlal Nehru on temples,
some others want to know when did Mahatma Gandhi say “if
a religious place comes up after forceful occupation of an-
other, it should be brought down”. Punj has kept the collected
writings of Nehru and Gandhi ready to show the source to
the visitors, who are allowed to click photographs of the rel-
evant pages for their collection.

TMC takes dig at
Cong over Assam
Council poll results

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE RECENTLY concluded North
Cachar Hills Autonomous Coun-
cil (NCHAC) elections in Assam
that saw the Congress and
Trinamool Congress draw a
blank have become another
point of contention between the
INDIA bloc allies amid seat-shar-
ing talks for the Lok Sabha polls
that seem to have hit a wall.
Taking a dig at Congress on
social media late Saturday, TMC
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee said, “Despite contest-
ing NCHAC elections for the first
time (the TMC) managed a hig-
her vote share than (the Cong-
ress) — the primary opposition.
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One might say their seat share
aspirations in Bengal are akin to
aiming for the stars when they
couldn’t quite grasp the ground
in their own backyard.”

The TMC won a higher vote
sharein the 11 seats it contested
at 12.4% compared to the
Congress’s 8.87% across 22 seats.

OnSunday, the Congress’s Be-
ngal spokesperson Soumya Aich
Roy said, “We know this model...
The TMC fought in many states
like Tripura, Goa, Mizoram, Assam
to give an advantage to the BJP”

Abhishek
mocks Cong’s
seat-sharing
aspirations. File

Suspended BSP MP Danish Ali joins Cong

yatra: ‘Would've failed in duty if

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, LUCKNOW, JAN 14

SIGNALLING HIS intent to join
the Congressin the run-up to the
Lok Sabha polls this year, sus-
pended BSP MP Kunwar Danish
Alijoined Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra’
that began from Thoubal in
Manipur on Sunday.

“Ifeel Iwould be failing in my
duty as a politician and a social
worker if I did not join the
biggest drive for unity and jus-
tice,” he said on joining the over
6,700-km-long yatra that will
conclude in Mumbai in March.

Before joining the yatra, Ali
wrote on X, “Today, I have decided
tojoin Shri Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
JodoNyay Yatra. Thisisaveryim-
portant moment for me.I havear-
rived here after much soul search-
ing. Inthe atmosphere prevailing

Danish Ali posted a photo with Rahul Gandhi on X

in the country, I had two op-
tions... Either toaccept the status
quo and ignore the exploitation
of Dalits, backwards, tribals, mi-
norities, and other marginalised
and the poor sections, or to
launch an all-out campaign
against this atmosphere of fear,

SANKRANTI SPECIAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi feeds Punganur cows on Makar Sankranti at his residence in New Delhi on Sunday. P11

hate, exploitation and the deep-
ening divide in the country.”

Ali sat with the Congress
leaders in the front row on the
dais, and later he was seen join-
ing Rahul on his bus.

On December 9, Ali, the BSP
MP from Amroha in Uttar

I had not’

Pradesh, was suspended by party
president Mayawati for “anti-
party activities”. The BSP action
against Ali came a day after the
Lok Sabha Ethics Committee rec-
ommended the expulsion of TMC
MP Mahua Moitra after finding
her “guilty of unethical conduct”
duringits probe into the cash-for-
query allegations against her.

Ali was also the target of BJP
MP Ramesh Bidhuri’s commu-
nal slurs on the floor of Lok
Sabha in September. That mat-
ter is before the Parliament’s
Privileges Committee. The same
evening, Rahul Gandhi had met
Ali and supported him.

Regarding Rahul’s yatra, Ali
wrote, “This yatra is a call for ac-
tion against divisive forces. This
yatraisadrive to unite the people
of our country against fear, hate,
exploitation, and divisiveness.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Govt to release first instalment of Rs 540 cr
for houses to 1 lakh vulnerable tribals today

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

IN CONTINUATION of its tribal
outreach ahead of Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the government will release
the first instalment for pucca
houses amounting to Rs 540 crore
to one lakh beneficiaries from
particularly vulnerable tribal
groups (PVTGs) on Monday.

The money will be credited
directly in their Jan Dhan ac-
counts.

On the occasion, Modi will
virtually interact with the bene-
ficiaries of Pradhan Mantri
Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha

Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN), the
flagship central scheme
launched in November 2023 for
socio-economic welfare of
PVTGs, across 18 states and UTs.

Simultaneously, in 100 dis-
tricts, officials from both the
Centre and the respective state
governments will distribute ben-
efits under the package, said a
statement by the Tribal Affairs
Ministry Sunday.

In the two months since the
launch of the scheme on
November 15, the government
has sanctioned projects worth
over Rs 4,700 crore through nine
ministries under the PM-JAN-
MAN package, said Union Tribal

Affairs Minister Arjun Munda.
PM-JANMAN, with a budget
of Rs 24,104 crore, focuses on 11
critical interventions and is
aimed at saturating PVTG
households and habitations
with basic facilities such as safe
housing, clean drinking water
and sanitation, improved access
to education, health and nutri-
tion, electricity, road and tele-
com connectivity, and sustain-
able livelihood opportunities.
Munda, who will join the
event from Bishnupur in Jhar-
khand’s Gumla district, said in
order to reach out to every
household, more than 7,000
camps were organised in PVTG

More exits to business clout to big Gujarati name:
5 ways Deora’s resignation may hit Mumbai Cong

ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

FORMER MP and senior Con-
gress leader Milind Deora’s quit-
ting the party and joining Mah-
arashtra Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena camp is
likely to disrupt the party’s Lok
Sabha campaign in Mumbai, just
months before the big battle.

The move may see several
other sulking leaders within the
party follow Deora’s footsteps
and cause damage to the
Mumbai Congress in particular.

Here are 5 possible effects
Deora’s departure may have on
Mumbai Congress:

An exodus of
Mumbai leaders

Deora, though not a
mass leader, enjoys con-
siderable clout within
the Congress, especially
in South Mumbai. The corpora-
tors, MLAs and leaders of this re-
gion have owed their allegiance
to the Deoras, including Milind’s
father Murli, for generations.

His departure from the party
could lead to an exodus and lead
to considerable damage for the
party. At least 10 former corpo-

EXPLAINED

rators of Mumbai and leaders of
South Mumbai are believed to be
set to follow him to the ruling
party.
Dissatisfaction with
Mumbai Cong chief
A group within the Mumbai
Congress has been unhappy
since Varsha Gaikwad, a four-
time Dharavi MLA, was made
the party’s Mumbai unit chief.
This group is spread across the
city and many may find oppor-
tunities to jump ship to the rul-
ing party along with Deora, with
the crossovers hence not limited
to the Mumbai South Lok Sabha
constituency.
In March 2019,
amid infighting in the
Mumbai Congress,
Deora was appointed
the Mumbai Regional
® Congress Committee
(MRCC) president. In
February that year,
Deora, without naming former
city unit president Sanjay
Nirupam, alleged that the Mum-
bai Congress had become “a cr-
icket pitch of sectarian politics, wi-
th leaders pitted against one
another” and even hinted at opt-
ingoutof the Lok Sabha pollsif the
situation did not change.

Deora first entered Lok
Sabha in 2004. File

But just three months later,
after losing the Mumbai South
Lok Sabha seat for the second
consecutive time, Deora re-
signed from the post, saying he
was looking forward to playing
arole at the national level to help
stabilise the party following the
Lok Sabha debacle.

Congloses only Mumbai
South LS candidate

By losing Deora, the Congress
has lost its only available candi-
date who could have contested
the Mumbai South Lok Sabha
seat. The party virtually has no
leader now who can contest the
election in his place if the Cong-
ress gets this seat after the seat-
sharing negotiations. It lost the

Mumbai South Lok Sabha con-
stituency to Uddhav Thackeray’s
Shiv Sena in the previous two
general elections.

Deora’s clout in
business circles

Irrespective of his on-ground
visibility, Deora had extended fi-
nancial support to the party, at
leastin the South Mumbai region.
His connections across busi-
nesses and corporates could have
ensured sustained funding for the
party ahead of the LS polls. In
December 2023, he was even ap-
pointed the joint treasurer of the
AICC. “My late father and I have
dedicated ourselves to nurturing
soft powers, including cultivating
relationships with industry on
behalf of the party,” he had said
atthe time.

However, electorally, this did-
n'tpay off for himin the Congress.
Despite shaping animage as a for-
ward-looking, business-friendly
and cosmopolitan leader, Deora
could not save his Lok Sabha seat
in 2014. He lost again five years
later despite an endorsement
from Mukesh Ambani.

Shinde Sena gains
noted Gujarati face
The Congress has also lost a

prominent, elite Gujarati face in
Deora, who had widespread ac-
ceptance in a cosmopolitan and
multicultural city like Mumbai.

The Mumbai South consti-
tuency has a significant Muslim
population along with a Marathi
electorate. Plus it has voted for
the Shiv Sena, undivided at the
time, in the last two elections.

This may have swayed Deora
tojoin the Sena led by CM Eknath
Shinde instead of the BJP. But it is
stillnotagiven that Deora will get
the constituency — the BJP has not
yet given up its claim on Mumbai
Southand names such as Speaker
Rahul Narwekar and minister
Mangalprabhat Lodha have been
floated recently.

Deorahad firstentered the Lok
Sabha in 2004 from Mumbai
South, a seat his father, the late
Murli Deora, held several times.

Hewas one of India’s youngest
MPs at the time and was known as
a part of Team Rahul Gandhi.
Except for Pilot, all of them have
jumped ship.

In 2009, he won the Mumbai
South seat again. Since then, his
vote share fell in 2014 and 2019
polls. Deora was also the Minister
of State for Communications and
Information Technology and

Shipping.
B

habitations of all 188 districts, to
facilitate their Aadhaar cards, Jan
Dhan accounts, Ayushman
Bharat cards, and enable regis-
tration for different schemes un-
der the mission.

Modi, meanwhile, will be on
a2-day trip to Andhra and Kerala
from Tuesday to launch develop-
ment projects, including the
New Dry Dock and the
International Ship Repair Facility
at the Cochin Shipyard Limited.
PMO said Modi will visit Sri
Sathya Sai District in Andhraand
inaugurate the new campus of
the National Academy of
Customs, Indirect Taxes and
Narcotics.

KARNATAKA

BJP distances
itself after MP
demands ‘raze
more mosques’

AKRAMM
BENGALURU, JANUARY 14

AMID THE build-up to the Ram
temple consecration, led fromthe
front by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the BJP has distanced itself
from remarks by its Karnataka
MP Anantkumar Hegde that
many more mosques need to be
demolished in the state.

Naming several mosques
across Bhatkal, Uttar Kannada
and Mandya, Hegde claimed
they were all built over Hindu
temples. “In every village of the
state, there are small religious
places which were violated. Until
they are demolished, the Hindu
community will not sit idly.”

His statement could be taken
asa“threat”, the MP from Uttara
Kannada added. “We will defi-
nitely do it (demolition). This is
adecision of the Hindu commu-
nity, not of Anantkumar Hegde,”
he said, speaking atameetingin
Kumta Saturday.

“Revenge, revenge, re-
venge... if we do not take re-
venge for the 1,000 years, then
the Hindu community can
clearly say that ours is not
Hindu blood,” the BJP MP
added. “We are not a commu-
nity which will be in debt. We
will clear the debt at any cost.”

On Sunday, police lodged a
suo motu complaint against

BJP MP
Anantkumar
Hegde. File

Hegde under IPC Section 153 A
(promoting enmity between dif-
ferent groups)and 505 (statem-
ents conducing public mischief).

BJP MLA C N Ashwath Nar-
ayan said Hegde's remarks were
his “personal views”. “I don’t
want to say anything more. (PM)
Modi has called upon people to
ensure harmony, unity and re-
spect for all religions,” he said
Sunday. Though some temples
were converted to mosques, this
is not the time to rake up suchis-
sues, he added.

In his speech, Hegde targeted
CM Siddaramaiah, calling him
‘Moorka (Foolish) Ramaiah’ and
accusing him of “selling his men-
tality for minority votes”.

Siddaramaiah said Hegde’s re-
marksreflected his culture. “When
Ananthkumar Hegde was aUnion
Minister, he said we will change
the Constitution when we come
to power. Can we expect culture
from him?” he said. Health
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao said,
“Your disgusting words may ap-
peal to only a few people intoxi-
cated with Hindutva. But, sensi-
ble Hindus will never agree with
you,” he said.

Only PM knows:
Deve Gowda on LS
talks, plans for son

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JANUARY 14

HAVING ENTERED into an al-
liance with the BJP for the Lok
Sabha elections in Karnataka, the
JD(S) is waiting for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to make
crucial decisions, including the
possible induction of former CM
H D Kumaraswamy into the
Union Cabinet, the seats the JD(S)
will contest, and the candidates.

Indicating this on Saturday,
the JD(S) national president and
former PM, H D Deve Gowda,
said: “No discussion has hap-
pened in my presence. We do not
know whatis on Modi's mind. He
does not reveal what is on his
mind. In many states, he has
made new leaders chief minis-
ters, to the surprise of all. Modi
keeps his action plans close to his

chest. Even his colleagues do not
know what he is planning.”

Ononeissue though, the 90-
year-old, who is a Rajya Sabha
MP, was categorical: that he
would not be contesting the Lok
Sabha polls.

Deve Gowda said it will all
come down to what Modi de-
cides. “Kumaranna (Kumaras-
wamy) will do what Modi says
since they are in communica-
tion... Once he makes a decision,
we will decide.” The JD(S) presi-
dent also said that the party
could separately meet on
January 16 for talks on the polls
and candidates.

While reiterating he would
not contest Lok Sabha polls, Deve
Gowda said he would pitch in for
campaigning. “Since I have the
strength to speakand the strength
of memory, [ will use my full ca-
pabilities,” he said.

Deora switch to Sena latest in
high-profile exits from Cong

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

Former Congress MP Milind
Deora Sunday became the latest
inaline of high-profile leaders to
sever ties with the Opposition
party and join CM Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena. When he entered
Parliament for the first time in
2004, Deora was part of a group
of young MPs considered a part of
Rahul Gandhi’s team. Among the
others were Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Jitin Prasada, Sachin Pilot,and RP
N Singh. All of them, except Pilot,
have left the Congress in the past
few years.

Some of the big leaders who
have quit the Congress in the last
five years:

Jyotiraditya Scindia

The four-time MP quit the
Congress in March 2020 with at
least 22 MLAsin MPto join the BJP.
His exit precipitated the fall of the
Congress-led Kamal Nath state
government just over a year after
it came to power. In his letter,
Scindia described his exit as “a
path that has been drawing itself
outover the last year”.

Jitin Prasada
A Cabinet Minister in Yogi

Adityanath-led UP government,
Prasada, in June 2021, became
the first of the Group of 23
Congress leaders to join the BJP.
Prasada was a Union Minister of
State under former PM
Manmohan Singh.

Amarinder Singh

In November 2021, months
before Punjab Assembly polls, the
former Punjab CM quit the Con-
gress and launched the Punjab
Lok Congress. Less than a year
later, he merged it with the BJP.
Before quitting the Congress, he
had resigned as Punjab CM aftera
long spell of infighting in the state
unit led to the party high com-
mand asking Singh to step down.

RPN Singh

Former Union minister RPN
Singh joined the BJP in January
2022, saying the Congress was no
longerthe party itused tobe.Ath-
ree-time MLA, Singh was in Con-
gress for over 3 decades. An OBC
Kurmi leader belonging to the er-
stwhile Sainthwara royal family of
eastern UP, Singh was never con-
sidered a political heavyweight.

Kapil Sibal

A Union Cabinet minister in
the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment, his exit from the Congress

in May 2022 came just two mo-
nths after he openly asked the
Gandbhis to step aside from lead-
ership roles. In the Congress, he
worked closely with the late
Ahmed Patel, which ensured his
proximity to Sonia, but he could
never establish a good working
relationship with Rahul Gandhi.

Ghulam Nabi Azad

Three months after Sibal, Azad
quitthe Congress.Ina letter toth-
en party chief Sonia Gandhi, Azad
said the situation in the Congress
hadreached a point of “noreturn”.
Azad floated his own outfit the
Democratic Progressive Azad Pa-
rty. He was critical of Rahul
Gandhi saying “the entire consul-
tative mechanism which existed
earlier was demolished by him”.

Jaiveer Shergill

Shergill was the Congress na-
tional spokesperson when he
quit in August 2022, the same
monthas Azad. He resigned say-
ing “sycophancy” had taken
precedence over merit in the
party. He also said he had not
been able to get an audience with
the leadership because of his lack
of proximity to a “certain coterie”.
He joined the BJP that December.

FULL REPORT
www. indianexpress.com
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India can play key role in Ukraine peace formula: NSAs meet in Davos

Davos: National security advisors
of several countries met here on
Sunday to discuss early restora-
tion of peace in war-hit Ukraine,
with the host Switzerland as-
serting that India can play a key
role with its influence and rela-
tions with Russia.

saw many participants echoing
India’s position that war can never
be a solution and dialogue was a
must toresolve the situation. India
was represented by Deputy NSA
Vikram Misri at the meet.
Addressinga press conference,
Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio

tojoin the peace plan discussions
atsome point in time but to bring
iton the table would require me-
diation by some countries.

The Swiss Federal Councillor
for Foreign Affairs said currently,
Russia is not willing to make any
concessions, but there is no al-

tries to the table for which a col-
lective momentum would be re-
quired from more than 100
countries, including those from
outside Europe.

Replying to questions, he said
participation from BRICS coun-
tries, including India, is very im-

tries, which have got some rela-
tions continuing with Russia.
"They may be far away (phys-
ically from the conflict zone), but
they can play an important role
as they have influence. China can
also play a key role, and we will
have to work to involve China in

Will protect borders at all costs: Army chief

New Delhi: The Indian Army con-
tinues to maintain a “robust pos-
ture” at the borders and is pre-
pared to protect the country’s
territorial integrity at “all costs”,
Army Chief Gen Manoj Pande
said on Sunday, amid the over
three-year festering border row

On the eve of the Army Day,
Gen Pande said the force is fully
committed with an "unwaver-
ingresolve" to counter any secu-
rity threat, asserting that its fun-
damental character, core ethos
and professionalism will enable
it to live up to the expectations

towards becoming a modern,
agile, adaptive, technology-en-
abled and future-ready force
shall continue as part of the
transformation ~ roadmap.
Without naming Pakistan, Gen
Pande said the Army along with
other security forces are dealing

The fourth NSA meeting also ~ Cassissaid Russiawouldbeasked  ternative to bringingbothcoun-  portant, as these are the coun-  these meetings," hesaid. ~ PTlI  with Chinain eastern Ladakh. of citizens. He said the transition ~ with the “proxy war” in J&K. PTI
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)0 A | ts the Nation first
5 < Our Army always puts the Nation first.
L2 I salute all those great individuals
i 25 YLl [ ] ] ] ]
who sacrificed their lives while serving the Nation.
| J [ | l |
—w—India will never forget our valiant heroes.
2 —Narendra Modi
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WORDLY WISE
A CENSOR IS A MAN WHO KNOWS
MORE THAN HE THINKS YOU OUGHT TO.
— GRANVILLE Hicks
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BRIDGING CAPACITY

Atal Setu is a significant step in India’s bid to project itself
as a key investment destination

AST WEEK, THE country’s longest sea bridge, the 22-km long six-lane Atal

Setuwas inaugurated. Formally called the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Sewari-Nhava

Sheva Atal Setu or the Mumbai Trans Harbour Link, the bridge has been built

atacost of Rs 17,840 crore. By using it, commuters will be able to cut the travel
time between central Mumbai and the fast-growing Navi Mumbai from 2 hours to about
20 minutes. But viewing the Atal Setu merely as a way to decongest the traffic woes in
India’s financial capital would be akin to missing the forest for the trees. It is indeed an-
other key step in India’s bid to transform not only its physical infrastructure but also its
global image as an investment destination.

While inaugurating the bridge, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the “Atal Setu is
the picture of developed India. This is a glimpse of what a developed India is going to be
like.” Over the past decade, the government has carried out structural reforms that will
pave the way for India’s economy to realise its full potential. In the wake of the Global
Financial Crisis of 2008, India’s growth story faltered as the economy faced the twin-bal-
ance sheet problem -- private businesses were over-leveraged while most of the banks
were weighed down by non-performing assets. These factors threatened to drag down
India’s ability to become an international investment destination and compete with the
likes of China. As things stand today, Indian banks have been nursed back to health, and
they are both ready and capable of financing India’s growth. In the meantime, the gov-
ernment has taken alead in boosting infrastructure. It has done this both by allocating an
increasing amount of resources towards capital expenditure as well as improving the
implementation of such projects. Most metrics suggest that be it roads, railways, ports,
airports or bridges, the pace and quality of construction has risen sharply from the long-
term average. What's more, this pace of infrastructure creation is set to increase.

Focus on boosting infrastructure — be it physical or digital — is of paramount impor-
tance if India wants to truly take advantage of the disenchantment with China that’s set-
ting in several parts of the world. Developed country markets and investors are looking
for countries that can replace China in the global supply chain. India can leverage this op-
portunity to become a developed country in the next quarter of a century if it can find a
way to match its existing advantages of a young and ambitious labour force, a free-mar-
ket economic system and a vibrant democracy with the kind of infrastructure these de-
serve. However, a bulk of the capacity enhancements are a result of direct government
spending. In an emerging economy, there are limits to how long the government can go
all by itself. For sustained growth, the private sector needs to step in as well.

THE MORAL POLICE AGAIN

Attacks on interfaith couples in Karnataka follow disturbing
logic of ‘love jihad'. Criminal justice system must respond

CROSS STATES, INDIVIDUAL rights — including those enshrined in the

Constitution — seem to be under constant threat from the mob, acting as

a self-styled moral police. Last week, two horrific incidents of assault in

Karnataka underlined, once again, the disturbing intolerance for inter-faith
relationships among consenting adults — real and imagined — and the casual resort to vi-
olence. In these cases, the criminals objected to Muslim women being involved with men
from other communities. Their logic is the same as those who raise the bogey of “love ji-
had” and the prevalence of this disturbing phenomenon across communities and geog-
raphies needs a more robust response from the criminal-justice machinery.

OnJanuary 13, seven men were arrested after they assaulted two people — mistaking
them for aninter-faith couple — at a park in Belagavi city. The young Muslim woman was
with her cousin, a Hindu. A day later in Haveri district, five men barged into a hotel room
and allegedly assaulted a man and attacked and raped the woman. They recorded and cir-
culated videos of their criminal act. State Home Minister G Parameshwara said the law
will take its course. Perhaps it will. But the violence on couples for “love jihad” in UP,
Haryana, Rajasthan, or in the case of Karnataka between Muslim women and non-Muslim
men, the casual manner in which incidents of violence are recorded and distributed on-
line, call for a broader response. Chief Minister Siddaramiah had promised action against
such crimes when he took office. Thus far, it seems his government has fallen short.
Instead, his colleague, Parameshwara, is engaging in whataboutery by asking, “Weren't
there crimes against women doing BJP’s rule”.

Governments — whether of the Congress, BJP or any other party — need to draw sharp
lines. Leaders and parties cannot hint at even tacit support for such acts of violence.
Unfortunately, many of those who have sworn their oath on the Constitution have equiv-
ocated on the issue of inter-faith and sometimes, even inter-caste relationships. Another
disturbing aspect of the attack in Haveri was the culprits using the internet to broadcast their
crime. The misuse of technology in this manner requires the police to increase their capa-
bilities in dealing with cybercrime. Campaigns that address the stigma that often gets at-
tached to victims of sexual violence must be launched. As of 2021, the conviction rate in
India for crimes against women was an abysmal 26 per cent. That figure represents a short-
coming that must be urgently addressed by investigating and prosecuting agencies. For the
broader political class and civil society, the task is simple: The freedom of choice of indi-
viduals must be protected, not sacrificed at the altar of thin-skinned prejudice.
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Leading the climate dance

Addressing pollution involves trade-offs.
Politicians must take the initiative

ANAND KRISHNAN

ITSHOULD BE clear to all of us by now that the
problem of air pollution, anywhere in India,
especially in NCR, is unlikely to be solved in
the near future. It has now become a peren-
nial problem rather than a seasonal one that
we could ignore as a short-term inconven-
ience. Addressing it requires making difficult
choices and tough decisions, both at the soci-
etal and governmental levels — neither is
ready todiscuss and debate the issue except to
indulge inablame game. Asis true for any en-
vironmental issue, climate change and air pol-
lution present us with the difficult proposi-
tion of making choices based on multiple
trade-offs between development and envi-
ronmental preservation. These trade-offs are
hard but critical and should be well-informed
and based on societal values.

Thereis asayingin Thailand thata triangle
moves the mountain with three angles — in
this case, this could be scientists or academia,
governments and people. Scientists from the
arena of atmospheric sciences and the health
sector have generated sufficient evidence for
ustoact. Some gaps will continue to exist, but
that is the nature of science. There is always
more to discover and learn. The job of acade-
micians is to generate and present evidence
so that these trade-offs are done in an in-
formed manner. So, who should make
these trade-offs?

Academicians are not the right people to
make or recommend these trade-offs.
Activists have already made the trade-offs
(generally pro-environment) and are trying
to convince the world that their trade-off is
the only right one. While they are of immense
value in moving the needle of the debate, for
a good dialogue, the first thing to acknowl-
edgeisthatthereis no “one” right trade-off. A
hard stance can cramp an open discussion.
While many of these issues end up in courts,
I do believe that they are not the appropriate
fora for such discussion. But they can ensure
that such platforms are made available, and
the debates take place. The political class, given
thatthey are the chosen representatives of the
people, should be the obvious choice.
Unfortunately, currently, they have been un-
able torise to the occasion. This does not sub-

Further progress will need
some incentivisation of
people by appropriate public
policies. It is a circular logic
of politicians incentivising
people to move in the right
direction and citizens
signalling to the politicians
that they are ready for
further compromise. This
potentially sets up a cascade
that can take us to the
tipping point. As they say, ‘It
takes two to tango’. What we
are seeing today is a tango
between community and the
political class.

tract from major policy decisions taken by dif-
ferent political parties in the past to address
air pollution. If they responded appropriately
in the past, they can do so in future as well.
However, we need to understand the inter-
section of air pollution and political decision-
making better.

Our experience with the BRT corridor (Bus
Rapid Transport) in Delhi and the odd-even
experiment in the capital are good case stud-
ies to learn from. The BRT corridor between
Ambedkar Nagar to Delhi Gate (15 km)was a
futuristic plan that segregated traffic to ex-
pand road space for public transport at the
cost of private four-wheelers. It also addressed
the safety of cyclists and pedestrians. An IIT-
Delhi study showed that it resulted in in-
creased speed of public transport, increased
travel time of private cars and improved
pedestrian safety — all its intended objectives
were achieved despite coveringa short stretch
which did not fully incentivise its users. Yet in-
explicably, it was deemed a failure and dis-
mantled withachange in political leadership.
This was because the car-using-middle-class
rejected this trade-off between the inconven-
ience and the multi-fold benefits of using pub-
lic transport and politicians capitulated.
Despite Delhi abandoning the BRT corridor; it
was adopted in many cities in India.

The odd-even experiment in 2016 was ne-
cessitated during a “public health emergency”.
Its impact continues to be debated as it is
clearly contextual. The overall impact would
be a mathematical function of the contribu-
tory share of the vehicles to the total pollution
(varies usually between 30 per cent to 50 per
cent) and the proportion of vehicles which
stay off the road (<50 per cent depending on
exemptions and degree of enforcement).
Despite a lack of clear evidence of its useful-
ness and the severity of publicinconvenience,
itis considered a politically acceptable alterna-
tive, best exemplified by its reruns, perhaps
due toits short period. In the same context, it
isalsointeresting that the lack of effectiveness
of smog towers has not prevented them from
being installed and actively pursued even
now. These are so because politicians want to
promote a public perception of being sensi-

tive to the concerns of the people. Lack of ef-
fectiveness can always be addressed by an
imaginative political narrative.

The challenge in effectively addressing the
crop-burning issue is to find a win-win solu-
tion and convince all the concerned parties.
Given the complexity of the problem, it will
need a package of technical, regulatory, fiscal,
and informational interventions to succeed.
This package needs to be defined clearly and
marketed well so that all stakeholders feel that
a concerted effort is being made and all in-
volved are contributing their share to the so-
lution. This can only be done by setting up the
right political narrative, which clearly our
politicians are capable of, but are choosing not
todoas they are not comfortable with the po-
litical fallout of such decisions.

While we are making incremental gains
in our fight against pollution, the speed is not
enough to negate the increasing pollution. So,
are we doomed to go round in circles, or a tan-
gential move is possible? Only the public can
make it politically expedient for this issue to be
effectively addressed. We are yet to reach a
critical or tipping point in our fight against air
pollution. That will come when the politicians
assess that the middle class of NCR are ready
for real and hard trade-offs as reflected by a
higher use of public transport and use of
cleaner vehicles. While the publicis ready for
short-term inconveniences like odd-even,
they are not ready for hard decisions. Our ex-
perience of this Diwali confirms this non-ac-
ceptance of change by the middle-class.

Further progress will need some incentivi-
sation of people by appropriate public poli-
cies. It is a circular logic of politicians incen-
tivising people to move in the right direction
and citizens signalling to the politicians that
they are ready for further compromise. This
potentially sets up a cascade that can take us
to the tipping point. As they say, “It takes two
totango”. What we are seeing today is a tango
between community and the political class.
The question is who is leading the dance.

The writer is Professor of Community Medicine
atthe All-India Institute of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi. Views expressed are personal

ON THE Cusp OF TAK]

L-OFF

High expectations from leaders means parties have their work cut out in Punjab

MANRA] GREWAL SHARMA

WITH JUST A few months left for the Lok
Sabha elections, it's all up in the air in the po-
litical landscape of Punjab. The stakes are high,
notjust for INDIA, whose members — the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party and the Congress — are
at daggers drawn in the state, but also for the
Shiromani Akali Dal (Badal), the oldest re-
gional party in the country that is now fight-
ing an existential battle. Then there is the BJP,
resurgent in the rest of the country, but still
finding its feetin a volatile state that has often
bucked the national trends.

This will be the AAP’s first Lok Sabha elec-
tion after it swept the state with a never-be-
fore tally of 92 out of 117 seats, almost deci-
mating the Akali Dal, which had in the
not-too-distant past ruled the state for an un-
precedented 10 years along with its former
ally, the BJP. That the parliamentary polls have
different dynamics came home to AAP when
itlost Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann’s
Sangrur Lok Sabha seat to Simranjit Singh
Mann, president of the hardliner Shiromani
Akali Dal (Amritsar), months after its land-
slide win. A year later, the party regained its
footing by securing victory in the Jalandhar
Lok Sabha bypolls, prompted by the unfortu-
nate demise of the incumbent Congress MP.
The parliamentary polls hold a special signif-
icance for AAP, for it was in the 2014 LS polls
thatit opened its account in Punjab, winning
four of the 13 seats. Three years later, it be-
came the main Opposition in the border state.

This time around, the
INDIA bloc s set to play a
crucial role in the way both
AAP and its main
opposition, Congress, fight
the polls. On the ground, any
truck between the two seems
to be a contradiction, given
that AAP was voted to
power due to the widespread
sentiment against Congress
and Akali Dal, which had
been alternating in power for
almost seven decades. But
the high command of the
two parties may have a
different point of view.

But despite that, it fared poorly in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, when it could win just
one seat of present CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann in Sangrur.

This time around, the INDIA bloc is set to
play a crucial role in the way both AAP and
its main opposition, Congress, fight the polls.
On the ground, any truck between the two
seems to be a contradiction, given that AAP
was voted to power due to the widespread
sentiment against Congress and Akali Dal,
which had been alternating in power for al-
most seven decades. While most of the eight
sitting Congress MPs may be positive about
this alliance, other party leaders, many of
whom have felt the heat of disproportionate
assets cases, vigilance inquiries and jail time,
are virulently opposed to any ties with AAP,
that they have often charged with witch-
hunting. The state AAP too is not keen on
aligning with a party it claims is antithetical
toits principles.

But the high command of the two parties
may have a different point of view. For once,
the Punjab story is not confined to the state.
It's linked to seat sharing in other states like
Haryana, Rajasthan, Goa, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh where AAP may like to try its luck.

The state is also curious about another al-
liance, or rather rapprochement, between for-
mer allies, the Akali Dal and the BJP, which
broke up on the issue of the farm laws in 2020.

But given that the state BJP is drawing its
strength from what appears to be an invinci-
ble mothership, the prospect seems highly
improbable. There are latent fears of attempts
at polarisation along religious lines in a state
that once found solace in the moderating in-
fluence of this alliance after the tumultuous
decade-long militancy in the 1980s.

Venturing into their first Lok Sabha polls
without patriarch Parkash Singh Badal, this is
adecisive battle for the Akalis, who are trying
to revive their panthic roots. Party president
Sukhbir Singh Badal and his wife, Harsimrat,
face the formidable challenge of securing their
Lok Sabhaseats. The BJP, which has been bag-
ging two parliamentary seats with its former
ally, is making no bones aboutits lofty plans to
conquer the state. But the fulfilment of itsam-
bitions remains uncertain in a state that stands
united in its reverence for Lord Rama with
people underlining that he transcends any
specific party or community.

Whileit's too early to call, if the state party
leaders refuse to get off their high horses,
Punjab could be looking at a charged multi-
cornered contest. In a state whose people set
a high standard for their leaders, and get eas-
ily disillusioned when these expectations are
not met, another question preying on many
mindsis about the candidates. Where are the
leaders who will fight these elections? Now
that's a point worth pondering.

INDIAN EXPRESS
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DEATHS IN JBK

THREE PERSONS WEREkilled and over 500in-
jured, 28 of them seriously, when police re-
sorted tofiring, repeated lathi-charges and tear-
gasshellingin 12 townships of Kashmir Valley.
The violence was offshore of a directive by the
Pradesh Congress (1) to its district units to hold
tehsil-level protests and demonstrations and
present memoranda to tehsil heads to draw
their attention against what they described as
the “state government's failure to solve the
problems of the people and its encouragement
to anti-national forces in Kashmir”.

OPPOSITION STIR
THE OPPOSITION CONCLAVE decided to

launch a nationwide mass movement begin-
ningon February 13 to force the Centre to con-
cede its economic demands. This will be fol-
lowed by a national convention towards the
end of March to build up and strengthen pub-
lic opinion in this regard. Three resolutions
were adopted on the second day of the con-
clave and an action programme for the future
chalked out.

CHECKS ON OFFICERS

THE GOVERNMENT HAS directed intelligence
agencies to prepare alist of all the senior army
and civil officers who have retired during the
last two years and information about their
presentoccupation. It has beenlearnt that the
government is contemplating some checks

onsenior officers taking up employment with
private companies and overseas firms imme-
diately after retirement. There is special
scrutiny on top-ranking officers who had
sought voluntary retirement to take up jobs
with private companies.

BUSAN FIRE

AFTER A GRIM, daylong search, authorities
in the southern port city of Busan put the
death toll at 37 and said 75 people were in-
jured in a fire that raged through a tourist
hotel. Military helicopters that joined fire-
fighters were credited with saving nearly a
score of people, lifting them from the root
of the 10-storey hotel or plucking them from
open windows.
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THE IDEAS PAGE
A truth forsaken

Dravidian disjuncture from Sanatan Dharma is a reiteration of colonial

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“It will not be easy for the PTI support base to come to terms with the move
[PTT's disqualification from upcoming elections]. One also wonders what the
general impact of this decision will be on how ‘free and fair’ the upcoming
elections are publicly perceived to be.” —DAWN, PAKISTAN

Towards a
pragmatic future

THE SIDEBAR
BY ] SAT DEEPAK

IN THE SECOND part of this series
(‘Construction of identities’, IE, November 6)
on the anti-Dharmic origins and journey of
the Dravidian Movement, drawing from
scholarly literature, I had stated that “caste”
and “tribe” as we understand them today, are
ethnocentric categories created by the
Christian European coloniser based on ethno-
graphies of Bharat's society and social organ-
isation prepared by Christian missionaries. [
had ended the piece with the following ques-
tions: One, what were the motivations of the
colonial-missionary combine in seeking to
understand and document the ethnography
of Bharat? Two, how did they go about this
exercise? How much of a role did European
Christian theology and ethnocentrism play in
framing the purpose and methodology of the
exercise? Three, what was the role played by
the “native” inaid of the exercise? Did the “na-
tive” understand colonial intentions and evan-
gelicalmotives? If yes, why did he continue to
cooperate and collaborate with the colonial
exercise to the detriment of Bharat?

The first question may give the impression
that documentation of Bharat’s “ethnogra-
phy” was undertaken for the first time during
the British colonial period. However, literature
reveals that the interest of Christian European
missionaries in Bharat’s social organisation
predates the formal establishment of the
British Raj. In this piece, | will present a broad
snapshot of early missionary work in Bharat
which birthed both “caste” and the
“Dravidian” identity.

In his seminal work, Castes of Mind:
Colonialism and the Making of Modern India
(2001), Nicholas B Dirks demonstrates factu-
ally that the use of “caste” to understand
Bharat's society isamodern phenomenon at-
tributable to the colonial period. He points out
thatthe word “casta” was first used in relation
to Bharat’s social order by the Portuguese of-
ficial Duarte Barbosa in the sixteenth century.
Afterall, the first European nation to establish
a colony in Bharat was Portugal, a few years
after Vascoda Gamaarrived in Calicut in 1498.
Barbosa’s observations on casta were based
on his stay in the Vijayanagara Empire.

Perhaps the nextimportant milestone was
the founding of the Tranquebar
(Tharangambadi in present-day Tamil Nadu)
Mission or the Royal Danish Mission in 1706
by the German Lutheran missionary
Bartholomeus Ziegenbalg under the direc-
tions of the then King of Denmark, Frederick
IV. The Danish king, like any good Christian
ruler, sent 48 missionaries (most of whom
were German Lutherans) to spread the
Protestant version of the Christian faith in
Tranquebar. As Will Sweetman explains in de-
tail in his article ‘The Dravidian Idea in
Missionary Accounts of South Indian Religion’,
the Danish Protestant Missions led by German
Lutherans “pioneered what became integral
parts of Protestant missionary strategy, includ-
ing translation of the Bible into Indian lan-
guages, dissemination of printed tracts, and
running schools”. In fact, Sweetman states that
the Danish Protestant Mission tolerated con-
tinued “caste distinctions” among converts to
Christianity from Hinduism. This toleration of

caste distinctions among converts from the
Hindu fold was common to Protestant
Missions operating in the North and South of
Bharat until the 1820s.

Coming back to the founder of the
Tranquebar Mission, Ziegenbalg, his primary
contribution, critical to the topic at hand, was
his understanding of the religion in the South,
because for him it was the religion of the South.
He captured his views on the subjectin his two
works, Malabarian Heathenism (1711)and The
Geneaology of Malabarian Gods (1713). Both
these works, especially the latter, would go on
to contribute to the creation of a Dravidian
identity and its cleaving from the identity of
the “Aryan North”. Sweetman points out that
despite being aware of Sanskrit and Sanatan
Dharma, since Ziegenbalg was primarily ex-
posed to the collection of Tamil religious texts
in the libraries of non-Brahmin Saivaite ad-
heenams (religious institutions ), he formed the
view that the “Tamil Religion” was distinct
from the “Brahminical”/Vedic religion of North.

This is, perhaps, the earliest expression of
the missionary position that Tamil Saivism
has nothing to do with Sanatan Dharma. It
should not come as a surprise that this line
continues to be parroted by Dravidianists of
today, the latest occasion being the release of
Mani Ratnam’s Ponniyin Selvan when
Dravidianists such as Thirumavalavan,
Seeman, Kamal Haasan and Karunas (the last
two are actors) claimed that Cholas were not
Hindus since Saivism had nothing to do with
the Vedic religion.

Between Ziegenbalg's premature death at
theage of 37in 1719 and the arrival of Lutheran
Missionaries of Leipzig Missionary Society
such as Karl Graul as Mission Director in
Tranquebar in 1844 (who [ will discuss in the
next piece), the other missionary who con-
tributed significantly to the scholarship on
“caste” was the French Catholic Missionary
Abbé Jean-Antoine Dubois. According to
Nicholas Dirks, Dubois’ work, Description of the
Character; Manners, and Customs of the People of
India,and of Their Institutions, Religious and Civil,
was “the first extensive, and in the early years
of the nineteenth century the most influential,
European account of caste united textual for-
mulations with empirical observation”.
However, Dirks states that Dubois’ work was
largely based on an earlier work of a
Pondicherry-based French Jesuit Missionary,
Gaston-Laurent Coeurdoux (also known as
Pére Coeurdoux), who is known for his Telugu-
French-Sanskrit dictionary. Coeurdoux’s cor-
respondence in the 1760s with other French
Indologists on the similarities between

As the literature will further
reveal, Indology’, as we
know it today, has its
foundations in Christian
evangelical motives since it
was important for the
missionaries to understand
the social lay of the land of
Bharat to harvest souls and
convert the ‘natives’ to the
‘one true faith’.
Unfortunately, stating this
indisputable documented
fact invites ad

hominem labels.

CR Sasikumar

Sanskrit, Latin, Greek, German and Russian,
was passed off by Abbé Dubois as his work to
the British Resident in Mysore, Mark Wilks, in
1806.When Wilks shared the manuscript with
the then Madras Government, the latter
bought the copyright in the work for 2,000 star
pagodas, the standard coin of the British East
India Company until 1816. Dubois’ work was
then translated from French to English and for-
mally published in 1816.

William Bentinck, the then Governor of
Madras, acknowledged the importance of
Dubois’ work to understand the “customs and
manners of the Hindus” so that government
servants may conduct themselves “more in
unison with the customs of the natives”.
Commenting on the significance of Dubois’
work to the British colonial apparatus,
Nicholas Dirks says: “Dubois performed an
anthropological service to the British rulers
of India, doing so in part because as a French
Jesuit Missionary he was thought to be able to
cross social worlds far more readily than the
imperial British themselves. But, as was true
with all missionary perspectives, social
worlds were crossed in order to convert souls,
a social fact that led to very strong views on
the subject of caste”.

As the literature will further reveal,
“Indology”, as we know it today, has its foun-
dations in Christian evangelical motives since
it was important for the missionaries to un-
derstand the social lay of the land of Bharat
to harvest souls and convert the “natives” to
the “one true faith”. Unfortunately, stating
this indisputable documented fact invites ad
hominem labels. Pertinently, the heavy con-
centration of missionaries in Southern
Bharat and the rise of Dravidianism cannot
be dismissed as being unrelated develop-
ments. Despite this history, it is somehow
deemed “anti-secular” to draw attention to
the continuity of thought, speech and action
between missionaries of the past, and pres-
ent-day Dravidianists and their benefactors
(whoever they may be). This is not surprising,
considering that one of the expected require-
ments of “independent” India’s brand of sec-
ularismis that it must trump and prevail over
truth. So much for “Satyameva Jayate”.

Inthe next piece, Iwill cover more ground
on the “anthropological service” provided by
Christian missionaries to the colonial rulers of
Bharat and the motivations behind the same.

The writer is a commercial and constitutional
litigator who practises as a counsel before the
Supreme Court of India, the High Court of
Delhi, the NCLAT and the CCI

The pirate resurgence

Regional navies are struggling to keep up with attacks on merchant ships

ABHIJIT SINGH

ITWAS LIKE a scene from a movie. Anavy hel-
icopter launches from a warship and flies to-
wards amerchant ship that pirates have taken
over. A group of elite marine commandos
board a fast motorboat and head off in the di-
rection of the seized vessel. As the boat closes
inon the merchant vessel, the warship issues
anultimatum to the pirates: Surrender or face
dire consequences. Not far away, pirates on
the merchant vessel push to break into a safe
house where the ship’s crew has taken refuge.
Inside, the mood is tense. Weary crew mem-
bers look resigned to their fate. An agonising
hour later, naval commandos begin boarding
the merchant vessel. The helicopter is soon
hovering over the ship. The pirates realise their
game is up. With the commandoes danger-
ously close, the bandits make their escape.

It all happened in the waters of Somalia
on January 5. The MV Lila Norfolk, a bulk car-
rier sailing under the Liberian flag, was en
route to Bahrain when it was hijacked about
850km east of Africa’s coast. As the pirates ap-
proached the ship, the crew alerted the United
Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) — aRoyal Navy channel that serves
asaconduit between merchant ships and mil-
itary ships — of itsimminent hijacking. Within
minutes of the message appearing on the
UKMTO portal, the Indian Navy sprang into
action and diverted the INS Chennai, a guided
missile destroyer, from its anti-piracy patrol
to the site of the hijacking in the Gulf of Aden.

The Navy also deployed a P-8I maritime pa-
trol aircraft and an MQ-9B drone to monitor
the operation and send in live footage. Within
hours, the Indian Navy’s marine commandos
boarded the Lila Norfork and rescued all 21
crew members, including 15 Indians.

The operation, live-streamed from a
drone, is making waves on social media. The
Indian Navy has received deserved praise for
its prompt and effective response. The opera-
tion was a self-assured demonstration of ca-
pability to deliver security in the face of ad-
versity. Nonetheless, the resurgence of piracy
has placed India and other regional states un-
der immense strain. The attempted takeover
of Lila Norfork is only the latest in a series of
pirate hijackings since November 2023.In the
past six weeks, attacks on merchant ships
have become increasingly common, and re-
gional navies are struggling to keep up.

Theories abound about why piracy in the
western Indian Ocean is witnessing a surge.
One explanation is that the pirates are taking
advantage of the security shift from the Gulf of
Aden to the Red Sea. Notwithstanding the suc-
cesses of the past decade, observers say anti-
piracy operations have failed to decisively ad-
dress Somalia’s piracy problem. In recent
years, international maritime presence in the
Gulf of Aden has progressively fallen, shifting
the security burden to a select few navies.
Following the termination of NATO’s anti-
piracy mission in 2016, the onus of security in

the Gulf of Aden has fallen on the US-led coali-
tion, some EU maritime forces,and independ-
ent actors such as the Indian Navy and the
Chinese navy. Yet, as international focus has
shifted to the Red Sea, the mission in the wa-
ters of Somalia has been increasingly hard —
not only due to a lack of capacity but also be-
cause regional navies have tended to regard
anti-piracy operations as a bare-bones act re-
quired to reassure international shippers. The
growing frequency of attacks in the Gulf of
Aden has called into question their assump-
tion that piracy in Somali waters stands erad-
icated and is unlikely to recur.

The other theory is that the pirates and the
militants are acting in concert. The proponents
of this line of reasoning cite intelligence that
suggests Al-Shabaab in Somalia joined hands
with the Houthis in the Red Sea. Both groups
reportedly have sympathies with Hamas, with
whom Israel is engaged in conflict. There is
scant evidence to support this contention.

A third perspective links piracy with
power rivalries in the Horn of Africa. By some
accounts, there is a connection between ris-
ing pirate attacks and a recent agreement
signed between Ethiopia and Somaliland, a
breakaway province of Somalia that declared
independence from the country in 1991. The
pact offers land-locked Ethiopia access to the
sea in return for the country’s recognition of
Somaliland as an independent state. The Al-
Shabaab — aterrorist group that controls vast

parts of Somalia — opposes the pact. Recently,
itthreatened Ethiopiaand Somaliland, calling
for jihad attacks against both. The increase in
pirate attacks is a possible attempt by Al-
Shabaab to highlight its disruptive potential
to European states that are inclined to recog-
nise Somaliland, as well as to dissuade the UAE
and Saudi Arabia from investing in
Somaliland’s ports. It is no coincidence that
pirate hijackings have occurred across the wa-
ter from Somaliland, which has never been a
serious hotbed for pirates — a seeming plot by
the terrorist group to undermine the break-
away province’s ability for self-governance
and maritime law enforcement.

It merits mentioning that the socioeco-
nomic realities that underpin Somali piracy
remain. Research shows that international
fishing vessels continue toillegally exploit fish
off Somalia’s coastline. Foreign fishing vessels
still harvest tuna stocks in Somali waters, leav-
ing little for coastal fishing communities. The
revival of piracy could well be chalked down
to the fact that when people have little, crime
is the only way. That does not detract from the
complexity of piracy or the reality that no the-
ory fully captures its essence. Whatever the
real reasons behind the recent spurtin attacks,
shipping companies, and regional navies must
brace for tough times ahead.

The writer is head of the Maritime Policy
Initiative at ORF, New Delhi

For India, the easiest way to decarbonise is to scale
up renewable capacity to the extent possible

SoMIT DASGUPTA

A NUMBER OF reports on climate change
were published in2023 and the latestone is
the Global Carbon Project report, released
during COP28. This report provided data for
all countries on emissions and, in the case of
India, it projected that carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions for India will cross 3 gigatons (gt)
by the end of 2023 — about 8 per cent higher
than the figure of 2022. Incidentally, this
growthis double that of China, thoughinab-
solute terms, China’s emissions is about four
times that of India (12 gt). Of course, the oft
repeated statistics relating to India that it’s
per capita emissionsis only about 1.9 tonnes
(against a world average of almost 5 tons)
and that it's cumulative emissions is only 3
per cent (asagainst 25 per cent for US) of the
global emissions still holds.

India’s per capita and cumulative emis-
sions notwithstanding, we need to strate-
gise our decarbonisation process. According
to the government of India’s Third National
Communication (2023),India’s total green-
house gas emissions (GHGs) was 3.1 gt of
C02eq(2019). GHGs comprise several gases
like CO2, methane, nitrous oxide etc. though
(02 is the most dominant gas (on the basis
of warming potential), estimated at about
80 per cent. Almost 76 per cent of the green-
house gases (GHGs) were emitted by the en-
ergy sector while the agriculture and indus-
trial process sectors emitted about 13 per
cent and 8 per cent, respectively. When it
comes to only CO2, the energy sector is re-
sponsible for about 92 per cent of the emis-
sions. The energy sector includes power gen-
eration which contributes about 39 per cent
of the total CO2 emissions followed by oth-
ers such as transport and iron and steel.

Reductionin the use of fossil fuels can be
easily done in the case of power generation
where one needs to substitute coal and gas
with solar, wind, hydro and also nuclear. It
canalso be donein the case of the transport
sector (though with less ease compared to
power generation) by adopting electric ve-
hicles (EVs). The problem is that if we are to
depend on grid power for charging of bat-
teries, its one step backward, as the grid is
basically dependent on fossil fuels. Adoption
of EVs is the easiest in the case of two and
three-wheelers, but is more challenging in
case of four-wheelers because batteries can’t
be changed over the counter and for which
one needs a well spread out charging infra-
structure. Replacing fossil fuelsin the heavy
transport sector is a difficult proposition as
batteries are nota feasible solution. As faras
aviation is concerned, developing sustain-
able aviation fuel is a long way off.
Replacement of fossil fuels in the industrial
sector is also a problem especially for those
industries which require a constant supply

of intense heat, for example, iron and steel,
aluminium etc. Renewable sources of power
arenotina position to provide thatkind of a
power supply.

The best solution for sectors like heavy
transport or industries is getting access to
green hydrogen. Though there is a lot of
brouhaha about green hydrogen, the fact is
that it is only a thought right now.
Production of green hydrogen globally is less
than 1 per cent today. Production of green
hydrogen needs ample quantity of green
power and also water which can be very
daunting. Togive anidea, India has laid down
atarget of producing 5SMMT of green hydro-
gen by 2030, which alone would need 125
gigawatts (GW)of renewable power. The to-
tal solar and wind based capacity today is
only about 116 GW. To go further, transporta-
tion of hydrogen is also a problem as it
makes the pipelines brittle over time.
Storage is also an issue since hydrogen
(though having high energy content per unit
mass) has low density per unit volume and
would need huge containers to store unless
pressurised. Hydrogen can, of course, be
pressurised into liquid form but this is highly
energy intensive and if one relies on grid-
based power (which is fossil fuel based) to
do this, it defeats the entire purpose
of decarbonisation.

What is thus evident is that the easiest
way todecarbonise is to scale up renewable
capacity to the extent possible as this is the
low-hanging fruit. This should have been
very easy for a country like India which is
rich in renewable resources, especially so-
lar. Though our renewable capacity has
grown manifold, it is nowhere near what we
actually need if we want to move away from
fossil fuels. Let us also bear in mind that the
power sector emits only about 39 per cent
of the CO2 and that we need to simultane-
ously pursue other avenues as well, such as,
adoption of EVs and green hydrogen if we
are serious about being net-zero by 2070.
On the renewable front, imposition of basic
custom duties and insistence on the list of
approved manufacturers need to be looked
into afresh. We need to prioritise whether
we want to handhold a few domestic man-
ufacturers of solar cells and modules or en-
sure low-cost, rapid growth of renewable
capacity. States need to make land acquisi-
tion processes simpler and also ensure reg-
ular payments to the renewable generators.
Accessto the grid has to be ensured. Rooftop
solar needs special attention in the form of
easier finance. The next power ministers’
conference should have only one agenda for
discussion — how to promote renewable ca-
pacity. Lastly, there should be no flip-flopin
policy announcements. One can’tannounce
today that 80 GW of additional coal based
capacity is required to meet our demand of
2030 after having announced just six
months ago that no new coal-based capac-
ity will be commissioned in the next five
years apart from what is already
under construction.

The writer is senior visiting fellow, ICRIER
and former member (Economic &
Commercial), CEA. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A HERCULEAN TASK

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘ A green
fiscal blueprint’ (IE, December 13). As
the 16th Finance Commission led by
Arvind Panagariya steps in, it faces a
Herculean task exacerbated by the
silent fiscal crisis. To strengthen public
trust and ensure effective implemen-
tation of its recommendations, the
Finance Commission should prioritise
transparency and accountability in its
operations. This could involve publish-
ing detailed reports onits deliberations,
making data and analysis readily acces-
sible to the public, and establishing
clear mechanisms for stakeholder en-
gagement. The Finance Commission
should consider recommending meas-
ures to alleviate the states’ burden, such
as expanding the scope of tax devolu-
tion, providing targeted grants for spe-
cific developmental programs, and in-
centivising states to adopt fiscal
reforms that promote efficiency and
resource optimisation.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

DEMOCRACY TESTED

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The fifth
term challenge’ (IE, January 13). The
elections in Bangladesh, though marked
by an opposition boycott, were bereft of
both spirit and substance.Itis sad thata
nation that had consistently recorded a
voter turnout of 80 per cent-plus barely
touched 40 per cent this time. This
comes in an era where there is a trend
of executive heads of democratic na-
tions increasingly being impatient with
the constraints of the parliamentary
process. Given the compulsions of swift
geopolitical currents and a growing

economy, arguably a martinet gover-
nance is being preferred and pursued
inearnest.

SSPaul, Nadia

RAM AND THE STATE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘An invita-
tioninbad faith’ (IE, January 13). The in-
vitation for the consecration ceremony
of the Ram temple on January 22 has
been extended to VIPS from all walks of
life. If many Shankaracharya have re-
fused to attend the ceremony, finding it
inauspicious, politicians have declined
by calling it a BJP-RSS political event. But
how will this event measure up to the
ideals of Ram and the Constitution? Is it
the government's job to promote one re-
ligion under the secular Constitution
of India?

LR Murmu, New Delhi

A POOR STRATEGY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘RSVP re-
grets’ (IE, January 12). Congress’s deci-
sion to skip the consecration of the Ram
Templeisinline with, falling prey to the
setups by the BJP, the party’s poor polit-
ical strategy in the last decade. It's laugh-
able when Congress talks about religion
being a “personal matter” after Rahul
Gandhi’s “janeyu flaunting poojas” did-
n't bear political fruits. Congress must
accept that religion is an undetachable
part of Indian society and it's bound to
have political repercussions. If not
Hindutva, then Congress have to define
its way to embrace Hinduism. But dis-
carding it altogether will not help
its cause.

Kiran B Ransing, Ahmadnagar
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AHEAD OF RAM TEMPLE CONSECRATION, BJP LAUNCHES CLEANLINESS DRIVE IN TEMPLES

Jan 22 will mark
the fulfilment of
work to establish
Ram Rajya: Yogi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 14

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath Sunday said that
the opening of the Ram temple
in Ayodhya on January 22 will
mark the fulfillment of the work
that began in 2014 to establish
Ram Rajya in the country.

Taking part in various events,
including the launch of 50 elec-
tricbuses and 26 e-rickshaws, in
Ayodhya, the chief minister said:
“January 22 is not only a day to
honour the country’s faith and
devotion, but also it is a sacred
day to restore the pride and ho-
nour of the country... When Lord
Shri Ram will be seated in his
magnificent temple after 500
years, it will not only mark the
establishment of Ram Rajya in
Ayodhya butalso the fulfillment
of the work that began in 2014
to establish it throughout the
country and the state.”

“Our generation has received
this opportunity... The country
and the world are eagerly look-
ing forward to the event (conse-
cration ceremony),” he added.

The chief minister, who took
part in BJP’s cleanliness drive —
Swachh Teerth Campaign — at
the Lata Mangeshkar Chowk in
Ayodhya, said: “This cleanliness
campaign will continue across
the state until January 21. From
January 16 to January 22, there
will be the continuous recitation
of Ramayana and Ram Sankirtan
in every temple. Whether at
home or in temples, in villages

UP CM Yogi Adityanath
during the cleanliness drive
in Ayodhya on Sunday. P1i

or cities, everyone is encouraged
to participate in the recitation.”

Urging the people to watch
the Pran Pratishtha ceremony on
TV on January 22, Adityanath
said, “Later, when they get the
opportunity, they can come to
Ayodhya and have the darshan of
Lord Ram. We will be delighted
to welcome them.”

“Since Ayodhya is currently
going through a phase of recon-
struction, it would be good if
there was no VIP movement
here before January 22. After the
consecration ceremony, when
people come here, they should
not face any inconvenience,” he
said. On infrastructure and
beautification projects under-
way in Ayodhya, Adityanath
said: “The widening of roads,
railway lines, airport facilities,
along with electric buses, will
enhance the shine of Ayodhya.”

BUILDING FERVOUR

BJP president JP Nadda cleans the premises of Guru Ravidas Mandir in Delhi on Sunday. Through the cleanliness drive in
temples, the BJP is looking to to build up fervour in the run-up to the consecration of the Ram temple. Amit Mehra
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In run-up to Ayodhya event, Dhami
opens cultural_fesflt Kai

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 14

UTTARAKHAND CHIEF Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami inaugu-
rated a “cultural festival” in the
state in Kainchi Dham on Sunday
and asked people to join the
campaign by running a cleanli-
ness drive in Kainchi Dham and
Ghorakhal temples.

Dhami started the campaign
by cleaning Ram Shila in Kainchi
Dham and offered prayers. He
said January 22, when the Ram

Amid BJP’s Ram temple push,
INDIA plays social justice card:
Caste pitch to Karpoori events

‘Kamandal’ vs ‘Mandal’ politics may escalate ahead of LS polls

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE OPPOSITION INDIA alliance
islooking to take on the ruling BJP
inthe upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions on the plank of social jus-
tice, especially in Bihar which has
along history of socialist politics.

The coming weeks would
mark aresurgence of conflict be-
tween the BJP and the Opposition
parties over “Kamandal” versus
“Mandal” politics. This is set to see
an escalation in the next 10 days,
which will see three crucial de-
velopments—the opening of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya on
January 22, the launch of the
Congress's Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
by Rahul Gandhi from Manipur
on January 14, and the birth an-
niversary celebrations of socialist
icon Karpoori Thakur in Bihar by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar-led
Janata Dal (U).

In the course of Rahul's two-
month-long yatra, the Congress
will raise the issues related to
“arthik nyay, samajik nyay and ra-
jnitik nyay (economic, social and

political justice)”.

The Congress has invited its
INDIAbloc allies to join the yatra
in their strongholds, which
would also rake up their demand
for a nationwide caste census.

On October 2 last year, the
Nitish-led Mahagathbandhan
government, which includes
Lalu Prasad-led RJD and the
Congress among others, released
the data of a caste survey in Bihar
in which Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and Extremely
Backward Classes (EBCs) were
found to make up over 63% of the
state's population.These findings
strengthened the demand of the
INDIA parties for a caste count.

Facing the “Mandal pres-
sure”, the BJP central leadership
called a meeting of its Chief
Ministers and senior OBC lead-
ers in November to discuss the
“advantages and disadvantages”
of the party’s current position of
not going for a caste count.

Meanwhile, the JD(U)is now
gearing up for commemoration
of Karpoori’s birth anniversary
onagrand scale in Bihar in a bid
to give a fresh push to the cause

of social justice. The JD(U) will
hold various programmes and
events during January 22-24 to
mark Karpoori's birth anniver-
sary, which will encomapass
Patna as well as his village
Pitaunjhiya—now renamed
Karpoori Gram— in Samastipur
district. Nitish will attend some
of these events. Karpoori’s son
and JD(U) MP Ram Nath Thakur
said that there will a seminar,
“Karpoori Charcha”, in Karpuri
Gram on January 22.

Karpoori, a two-time Bihar
CM and a towering socialist
leader, is widely considered as
the pioneer of OBC and EBC
reservations in the country.

As the CM in 1978, Thakur
implemented a layered reserva-
tion regime, despite resistance
from the Bharatiya Jan Sangh, a
major constituent of the then
Janata Party government.

“After B R Ambedkar, only
Karpoori Takur had raised the is-
sue of reservation and social jus-
tice effectively,” said the JD(U)
chief spokesperson K C Tyagi.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Uttarakhand CM Dhami
during the cleanliness drive
at Kainchi Dham in Nainital
on Sunday. AN

nchi Dham

temple in Ayodhya will be con-
secrated, will be a historic day.
The Uttarakhand government
has announced a dry day on
January 22.

Dhami appreciated the work
of paryavaran mitras involved in
the cleanliness drive. He hon-
oured schoolchildren, self-help
groups, village heads and
paryavaran mitras with citations.

Dhami said the number of
devotees coming to Kainchi
Dham is increasing every day
and his government is preparing
amasterplan for it.

In Kerala, Cong caught
between rock and a
hard place over invite

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 14

THE DECISION of the Congress to
keep away from the consecra-
tion of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya has left the party in a
sticky situation in Kerala.

When the invitation was sent
to the Congress, party leaders
from Kerala were in the forefront
demanding a boycott of the
event, sensing the uneasiness
among Muslims on the issue.
But with two prominent Hindu
organisations in Kerala hailing
the ceremony, the Congress now
fears the anger of its Hindu base.

Soon after the Congress na-
tional leadership “respectfully de-
clined” the invitation extended to
itsleaders toattend the event, the
prominent Kerala Hindu outfit
Nair Service Society (NSS)said: “It
was the duty of every faithful to
take partin the Ram Temple con-
secration ceremony.” Asking the
faithful to do the same, NSS gen-
eral secretary G Sukumaran Nair
went on to say, “Boycotting the
consecration event, based on pol-
itics, would amount to blas-
phemy. If political parties or or-

Uttarakhand likely to be
first state to implement
UCC, says Rajnath Singh
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DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh Sunday said
Uttarakhand is likely to become the first state in the
country to implement a Uniform Civil Code (UCC).

AUCC for Uttarakhand was one of the major poll
promises made by the BJP in the run-up to the state
assembly elections held in 2022.

Addressing a gathering at the “Uttarayani
Kauthik” programme organised by people who hail
from Uttarakhand, Rajnath Singh said, “I think if
some state is going become first in implementing
uniform civil code, it will be Uttarakhand."

The Union ministert, however, did not elaborate

After being voted to power for a second consec-
utive term, Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami gave his nod to setting up a commit-
tee headed by retired Supreme CourtJudge Ranjana
Prakash Desai to draft the UCC at the very first cab-
inet meeting headed by him.

ganisations oppose the consecra-
tion, it would only be because of
their (desire for) political gain.”

The NSS is traditionally
known as pro-Congress, and sev-
eral senior party leaders, includ-
ing K C Venugopal, Shashi
Tharoor, Opposition leader V D
Satheesan and former opposi-
tion leader Ramesh Chennithala,
belong to the Nair community.

Close onthe heels of the NSS,
the influential backward Hindu
Ezhava organisation, Sree
Narayana Dharma Paripalana
Yogam (SNDP), urged the faithful
to light up their homes on the
consecration day. Its general sec-
retary Vellappally Natesan said
the sentiment of every Hindu
was attached to the Ram Temple.
“Any force standing against that
sentiment would get washed
away,” Natesan said.

If the CPI(M) has little to lose,
the BJP has only to gain on the is-
sue, with the Ram Temple help-
ing it consolidate the Hindus be-
hind it while projecting the
Congress, with its ally [UML, as
anti-Hindu. The BJPis also set to
use it to strengthen its outreach
towards the Christians.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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MAHARASHTRA
OpptoCentre:
Sack Rane for
remark on seers

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena
(UBT) has demanded the
dismissal of Union minis-
ter Narayan Rane from the
Narendra Modi cabinet for
questioning the “contribu-
tion” of Shankaracharyas
to the Hindu religion. The
party also sought a public
apology from the BJP
ahead of the consecration
of Ram temple in Ayodhya
over Rane’s comments.
“No one could do it until
now. Modi and the BJP
took it up and a temple is
being built. Should they
bless the temple or criti-
cise it? It means
Shankaracharyas look at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP through
apolitical prism. This tem-
ple is not built on politics
butonreligion.Ramisour
God,” Rane had said. PTI

UTTAR PRADESH
GitaPress:
Download holy
book for free

Gorakhpur: The Gita Press
will allow free download
of Ramcharitmanas from
itswebsite asitis unable to
meet an increased de-
mand for the holy book
ahead of the January 22
Ram temple consecration
ceremony, an official said.
Giving a comparison, he
said in2022,ithad printed
and distributed around
75,000 copies of the
Ramcharitmanas. Since the
announcement of the date
of the "Pran Prathistha",
the demand for the book
has increased manifold,
the official said. We cannot
suddenly print and pro-
vide 2 lakh to4lakh copies
of thebook, hesaid. PTI

Section 144 imposed
in Arunachal’s Namsai
district as 2 groups clash

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 14

AUTHORITIES IMPOSED restric-
tionson public gatheringsin parts
of Arunachal Pradesh’s Namsai
district on Sunday as tensions pre-
vailed after a clash at Namsai
Bazaar Saturday night left multi-
ple people injured. A pilgrimage
route that passed through Namsai
to Parshuram Kund, a major
Hindu pilgrimage site in Lohit dis-
trict, was also diverted.
According to a senior district
police officer, the violence began
asa personal altercation. “The in-
cident began at around 10.30-11
pm as a personal matter, but it
then grew, and people started

pelting stones ateach other. It(the
clash) was between the Khamti
and the Adivasi people here,” the
officer said. Eight persons were in-
jured, he said, adding, “Some are
in the district hospital in Namsai
while some others have been re-
ferred to Assam’s Dibrugarh.
There was no further violence on
Sunday but a large number of
people from the Adivasi commu-
nity had blockaded the highway.”
As a precautionary measure,
the Namsai district administration
issued prohibitory orders under
section 144 of the CrPCon Sunday.
According to the order, a “serious
law and order problem” arose be-
cause of a “clash between All Tai
Khamti Singpho Youths and
Adivasi Youths of Namsai”.

Roll-out of new
criminal laws:
Bhalla meets
UT police chiefs

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

UNION HOME Secretary Ajay
Bhalla held his first meeting with
the police chiefs of Union
Territories (UTs) days after it was
decided at the All-India
Conference of Director/Inspector
Generals of Police in Jaipur that
three new criminal laws should
be rolled out in a targeted man-
nerinall the UTs.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) will likely notify the three
new criminal laws by January 26
and the Centre has decided to
form a team of 3,000 officers,
who will, in the coming months,
train police officers, investiga-
tors, and forensic experts to im-
plement the new laws.

Parliament passed the new
laws in the winter session.
President Droupadi Murmu gave
her assent to the three laws on
December 25, although the date
from which they come into ef-
fect have not been notified yet.

Sources said before the DG/IG
conference, it was decided that
after the Centre’s notification,
three new criminal laws will be
implemented in Chandigarh, but
it was changed in the three-day
meet of police chiefs and it was
decided that new criminal laws
should berolled outin a targeted
manner in all UTs.

On January 9, Bhalla held a
meeting, which lasted for around
one-and-a-half hours, of all po-
lice chiefs of UTs to review their
preparedness where he also gave
several directions to them.

“He reviewed the prepared-
ness of all UTs and is learnt to
have directed to start conduct-
ing training courses of all the in-
vestigation officers. The Bureau
of Police Research and
Development (BPR&D) is
preparing the module, so all po-
lice chiefs have been asked to co-

Union Home
Secretary
Ajay Bhalla

ordinate with them and also for
the training,” an official said,
adding that Bhalla specifically is
also learnt to have directed them
toaware women and girls about
the new laws after visiting
schools and colleges.

Director-General of Police
(Puducherry), Dr B Srinivas told
The Indian Express that they have
started a training course for their
personnel. “We are also calling
judicial officers from Chennai to
give training to our police per-
sonnel. We have also decided to
start an awareness programme
and will distribute pamphlets,
mentioning about the changes
in law, so that people will get to
know about the changes as well
aslaw,” he said.

In the DG conference, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ex-
horted the state police chiefs to
think imaginatively to convey
the emotional spirit behind the
newly enacted laws to different
sections of society. Laying em-
phasis on sensitizing women
and girls about rights and pro-
tection provided to them under
the new criminal laws, he ex-
horted the police to focus on
women safety by ensuring that
women could work fearlessly
“kabhi bhi aur kahin bhi (any-
where and anytime)”.

In the meeting, Bhalla also
discussed the upgrade of the
Inter-operable Criminal Justice
System (ICJS) and their Crime
and Criminal Tracking Network
and Systems (CCTNS). “Some of
the DGPs also informed that they
have formed several committees
intheir UTs to assess the upgrade
of infrastructure and also to
make modules,” an official said.

Budget hiked, Agri
Ministry returned
over Rs 1L cr in 5 yrs

21,043.75

FUNDS SURRENDERED

34,517.7

23,824.53

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

*Figures in Rs crore; Source: Agriculture Ministry Accounts

21,005.13

5,152.60

2021-22  2022-23

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

A REPORT by the Agriculture
Ministry showed that although
the government has hiked the
ministry’s budget in recent years,
the ministry has not used it fully
as it surrendered over Rs 1 lakh
crore in the last five years.

As per the report titled
“Accounts at a Glance for the Year
2022-2023", the Department of
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare
(DA&FW) surrendered Rs
21,005.13 crore of its annual allo-
cation of Rs 1.24 lakh crore dur-
ing the last financial year (April
2022-March 2023). Thisis almost
four times the amount surren-
dered by the department during
the previous year 2021-22,
which was Rs 5,152.6 crore of its
1.23 lakh crore allocation.

The department surrendered
Rs23,824.53 crorein 2020-21,Rs
34,517.7 crore in 2019-20,and Rs
21,043.75 crore in 2018-19.

The Department  of
Agricultural Research and
Education, which also comes un-
der the ministry, has surrendered
Rs9lakhofits total allocation of Rs
8,658.91 crore in 2022-23,Rs 1.81
crore in 2021-22, Rs 600 crore in
2020-21,Rs 232.62 crore in 2019-
20and Rs 79 crore in 2018-2019.

With the Centre launching the
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi during

the financial year 2018-19, the
combined budget of the two de-
partments, under the Agriculture
Ministry, increased from Rs
54,000 crore (or 2.3% of the
Centre’s total budget of Rs 24.42
lakh crore) in 2018-19 to Rs 1.32
lakh crore (or 3.5% of the total Rs
39.44akh crore during 2022-23.

The scheme’s annual alloca-
tion has been in the range of Rs
20,000 crore to Rs 75,000 crore
over the last five years.

The government, however,
marginally reduced the min-
istry’s total allocation to 1.25 lakh
crore during the current finan-
cial year 2023-24 from Rs 1.32
lakh crore in 2022-23, perhaps
due to non-utilisation of funds.

The issue of fund surrender
by the Agriculture Ministry has
also been highlighted by the
Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry
and Food Processing, headed by
P CGaddigoudar, asking the gov-
ernment to “avoid” the “prac-
tice” of fund surrender.

The panel report Demand for
Grants (2023-24) of the
Department of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, presented be-
fore the Parliament on March 13,
2023, said: “... the surrender of
funds is mainly on account of less
requirement under NES (North
Eastern States), SCSP (Schedule
Caste Sub-Plan) and Tribal Area
Sub-Plan (TASP) Components”.




Modi's Guarantee delivered in one Month

Free housing for over
18 lakh poor families.

Paddy procurement
bonus of Rs. 3716 crores to
13 lakh farmers.

Purchase of 21 quintals
of paddy per acre at the rate

of ¥ 3100 from farmers.

Free water connections for
50 lakh rural families.

Free rations for

69.92 lakh poor families

for the next five years.

Rs. 1200 crore allocated
Ay \ .. for women empowerment
%7 ( Mahatari Vandan Yojana)

''''''

CBI investigation into
irregularities in the PSC exam.

Construction of another

state of the art library
( Nalanda Parisar) for students .

Free of cost Darshan tour
for pilgrims from Chhattisgarh
to Ayodhya for the

darshan of Ramlala.

Shri Vishnu Deo Sai
Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh

Shri Narendra Modi

Prime Minister of india
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PAKISTAN ELECTIONS
NEW RESOLUTION IN SENATE SEEKS DELAY

A resolution seeking a delay in the February 8 general elections was moved in Pakistan's
Senate on Sunday. The resolution, the third of its kind to be moved in the Senate, cited
cold weather and security concerns for the postponement of the elections.
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Donald Trump. AP

Trump criticises
Ramaswamy
publicly ahead
of lowa caucus

Washington: Former US
president Donald Trump
for the first time has
lashed out at his rival
Vivek Ramaswamy, who
is most closely aligned
with him in the race for
the Republican nomina-
tion, accusing the Indian-
American entrepreneur
of engaging in “deceitful
campaign tricks".
Trump's remarks came
ahead of the lowa cau-
cuses on Monday, mark-
ing the beginning of the
long process by which the
Republicans and
Democrats choose their
nominees for the presi-
dential election. The com-
ments come aftera series
of remarks and posts by
Ramaswamy, 38, that
have angered Trump and
his team. PTI

SRILANKA

12 Indian
fishermen held
for ‘poaching’

Colombo: The Sri Lankan
Navy has arrested 12
Indian fishermen and
seized their trawlers for
allegedly poachingin the
island nation's waters,an
official statement said on
Sunday. The fishermen
were arrested, and their
three trawlers seized on
Saturday off the coast of
Karainagar in the north-
ern Jaffna peninsula, the
Navy said in a release.
They were escorted to
the Kankesanthurai
harbour for further ac-
tion, it said. PTI

SOUTH KOREA
Seoul: North
Korealaunched
ballistic missile

Seoul: North Korea fireda
ballistic missile toward
the sea on Sunday, its first
missile launchinabouta
month, its neighbour
said. South Korea's Joint
Chiefs of Staff said the
launch occurred Sunday
but gave no further de-
tails like how far the
weapon flew. Japan's
Defence Ministry also
said it detected a possible
ballistic missile launch by
North Korea but gave no
other details. It is the
North's first missile
launch since it test-fired
its Hwasong-18 solid-fu-
eled intercontinental bal-
listic missile, the North's
most advanced weapon,
on Dec. 18. The
Hwasong-18 is designed
to strike the US. AP

UNITED KINGDOM
5 migrants die
trying tocross
English Channel

London: At least five ille-
gal migrants were killed
in French waters early on
Sunday when their boat
overturned while trying
to cross the English
Channel, authorities said.
Around 70 people were
trying to board a small
boat attempting to launch
near Wimereux beach,
Pas-de-Calais, when it
overturned, French me-
dia reports said. The mi-
grants got into trouble al-
most immediately after
the boat departed the
French coast for England
at around 02:00 local
time (01:00 GMT), the
French Maritime
Prefecture said. PTI

FIRE FROM LEBANON KILLS TWO ISRAELI CIVILIANS

No one, not even The Hague, can halt

war against Hamas, says Netanyahu

Thousands protest in Washington,
London, Paris, demand end to war

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RAFAH, GAZASTRIP, JAN 14

ISRAEL WILL pursue its war
against Hamas until victory and
will not be stopped by anyone,
including the world court, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said in a defiant speech Saturday;,
as the fighting in Gaza ap-
proached the 100-day mark.

Netanyahu spoke after the
International Court of Justice at
The Hague held two days of
hearings on South Africa’s alle-
gations that Israel is committing
genocide against Palestinians, a
charge Israel has rejected as li-
belous and hypocritical.

South Africa asked the court
to order Israel to halt its blister-
ing air and ground offensive in
aninterim step.“No one will stop
us, not The Hague, not the axis of
evil and not anyone else,"
Netanyahu said in televised re-
marks Saturday evening, refer-
ring to Iran and its allied mili-
tias.The case before the world
court is expected to go on for
years, but a ruling on interim
steps could come within weeks.

Court rulings are binding but
difficult to enforce. Netanyahu
made clear that Israel would ig-
nore orders to halt the fighting,
potentially deepening its isola-
tion.Israel has been under grow-
inginternational pressure toend
the war, which has killed more

Ex-mayor’s jail
time cut short

after he agrees
to fight Ukraine

Moscow: A disgraced former
Russian mayor convicted over
bribery had his prison sentence
cut short after signing a contract
to fight with Russia's military in
Ukraine, local media reported on
Sunday.

Oleg Gumenyuk, who served
as mayor of the far eastern city
and cultural hub of Vladivostok
between 2018 and 2021, was
convicted last year of accepting
bribes worth 38 million roubles
(about USD 432,000) and sen-
tenced to 12 years imprison-
ment.

However, he was released af-
ter agreeing to bear arms and
fight as part of his country's mil-
itary operation in Ukraine that
started nearly two years ago, his
lawyer Andrei Kitaev told
Russian news outlet
Kommersant. AP

than 23,000 Palestinians in Gaza
and led to widespread suffering
in the besieged enclave, but has
so far been shielded by US diplo-
matic and military support.
Thousands took to the streets
of Washington, London, Paris,
Rome, Milan and Dublin on
Saturday to demand an end to
the war. Protesters converging
on the White House held aloft
signs questioning President Joe
Biden’s viability as a presidential
candidate because of his staunch
support for Israel during the war.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu and
his army chief, Herzl Halevi, said
they have noimmediate plans to
allow the return of displaced
Palestinians to northern Gaza,
the initial focus of Israel's offen-
sive. Netanyahu said Israel
would eventually need to close
what he said were breaches
along Gaza's border with Egypt.
Two civilians were killed in
northern Israel Sunday after an
anti-tank missile fired from
Lebanon hit their home in a
town near the border, raising
new concerns of a second con-
flict.
Sunday's missile strike came
a day after the Israeli army said
itkilled three militants who had
crossed into Israel from Lebanon
and attempted to carry out an at-
tack. Hezbollah's leader, Hassan
Nasrallah, said that his group
won't stop until a cease-fireisin
place for Gaza.

100 DAYS OF ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Itis is by far the longest, bloodiest, and most destructive conflict between
the bitter enemies, displacing 1.9 million (85% of Gaza’s population)

23,843 Palestinians killed in Gaza
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ISRAELI SOLDIERS
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ISRAELI SOLDIERS KILLED IN
GAZA GROUND OFFENSIVE

VoLcANO ERUPTS IN ICELAND

Avolcano has erupted in southwestern Iceland, sending semi-molten rocks towards a settlement for the second time in less
than a month. The eruption came after earthquakes in the region. Residents of Grindavik have been evacuated. Reuters
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Sri Lanka to continue drug
bust despite UN concerns

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, JANUARY 14

SRI LANKA police Sunday said
that they would launch a new
phase of the controversial drug
bust operation despite concerns
raised by the UN Human Rights
chief overits fairness. Police said
they were targeting 42,248 sus-
pects identified as criminals.
"All police stations must
work 24 hours a day for the next

one month to arrest 42,248 sus-
pects," a statement said.

On Saturday, the UN Human
Rights body slammed Sri Lanka
police's ongoing operation to
curb the narcotics menace and
called on the government to re-
assess strategy with a human
rights-based approach. “A stag-
gering 29,000 people have re-
portedly been arrested since
December 17, with allegations
that some have been subjected
to torture,” the UN said.

Denmark’s King Frederik X takes
throne as his mother steps down

REUTERS
COPENHAGEN, JANUARY 14

DENMARK'S KING Frederik X as-
cended the throne on Sunday,
succeeding his mother, Queen
Margrethe II, who formally abdi-
cated after 52 years as monarch,
with big crowds gathered in the
capital to witness history.
Margrethe, 83, stunned the
nation on New Year's Eve when

King Frederik and Queen

Mary with Prince Christian

in Copenhagen on Sunday

she announced she planned to be-
come the first Danish monarchin
nearly 900 years to voluntarily re-
linquish the throne.

The succession was formal-
ized the moment Margrethe
signed the declaration of her ab-
dication during a meeting of the
Council of State at parliament, the
royal palace said.

Denmark, one of the oldest
monarchies in the world, does not
have a coronation.

Day after elections,

Taipei and Beijing
trade barbs amid
visit by US team

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TAIPEI, JANUARY 14

AWAR of words erupted the day
after Taiwan’s presidential and
parliamentary elections, with
Taiwan Sunday accusing China of
making “fallacious comments”
and China criticising the US for
congratulating the winner.

The verbal sparring high-
lighted the seemingly intractable
divide over Taiwan's fate, a major
flashpoint in US-China relations.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry
said ina statement on the election
that “the Taiwan question is
China's internal affair” and “the
basic fact that ... Taiwan is part of
China will not change”.

Taiwan said that statement “is
completely inconsistent with in-
ternational understanding and
the current cross-strait situation. It
goes against the expectation of
global democratic communities
and goes against the will of the
people of Taiwan to uphold dem-
ocraticvalues. Suchcliches are not
worth refuting”.

The US, in a statement attrib-
uted to Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, congratulated Lai on his
victory and said it looks forward
to working with all of Taiwan's
leaders “toadvance our shared in-
terests and values”.

China's Foreign Ministry said
the US statement “sends a gravely
wrong signal to the Taiwan inde-
pendence’ separatist forces” and

Setback
toChina’s
@ plan

EXPLAINED

THE VICTORY of Lai Ching-
te in Saturday's election
wasasetback for China’s ef-
forts to bring Taiwan under
its control. His Democratic
Progressive Party advocates
maintaining the status quo,
inwhich Taiwan governsit-
self but refrains from de-
claring formal independ-
ence. China calls forwhatit
termsa “peaceful reunifica-
tion”, but that seems unre-
alistic as most Taiwanese
have come to oppose be-
coming part of China.

goes againsta US commitment to
maintaining only unofficial ties
with Taiwan.

Meanwhile, former US na-
tional security adviser Stephen
Hadley and former Deputy
Secretary of State James Steinberg
arrived in Taipei on Sunday for
meetings with political leaders.

It was unclear how China
would react. They two will have
meetings on Monday, the
American Institute in Taiwan, the
de-facto US embassy, said in a
news release. The institute said
the US government had asked
Hadley and Steinberg “to travel in
their private capacity to Taiwan”.

Old pillars and some
surprises: Macron’s
new Cabinet tilts right

THENEW YORKTIMES
PARIS, JANUARY 14

PRESIDENT EMMANUEL Macron
of France convened anew, smaller
cabinet for the first time on Friday;,
a day after a government reshuf-
fle that brought in a handful of
new ministers — including one
poached from the right and a
Europe-focused foreign minister
— but that left most key positions
untouched.

Many of the 14 ministers were
longtime pillars of Macron’s gov-
ernment. Gérald Darmanin,
Macron'’s tough-talking interior
minister; Bruno Le Maire, his
perennial economy minister; and
Sébastien Lecornu, the defense
minister — all former members of
the mainstream conservative
party— have remained in place.
Eric Dupond-Moretti, the justice
minister, who was recently
cleared in an abuse-of-power
case, stayed as well.

Macron signaled a focus on

Europe by appointing Stéphane
Séjourné, a top ally of the French
leader in the European
Parliament, as foreign minister. A
vote for European Parliament
seats scheduled in June is ex-
pected to be a hard battle against
the French far right.

The new cabinet was an-
nounced on Thursday evening
justdays after Macron appointed
Gabriel Attal, 34, as the new prime
minister, an attempt to reinvigo-
rate his second term after a year
of successful, but politically bruis-
ing, pension and immigration
overhauls. The most unexpected
announcement was the appoint-
ment of Rachida Dati as culture
minister. She isalso under investi-
gationina corruption case involv-
ing Carlos Ghosn, the disgraced
former chief executive of the car
manufacturers Nissan and
Renault. Dati had been extremely
critical of Macron in the past. She
was expelled from her party, the
right-wing Republicans, after her
appointment on Thursday.

President Emmanuel Macron with Catherine Vautrin, the
new minister for labour, health and solidarities; and
Sébastien Lecornu, the defence minister. NYT

BLAS JAIME HAS SPENT TWO DECADES RESURRECTING CHANA, AN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE IN ARGENTINA

This language was believed extinct, then a man spoke up: I am here

NATALIEALCOBA
PARANA, (ARGENTINA), JAN 14

AS A boy, Blas Omar Jaime spent
many afternoons learning about
his ancestors. Over yerba mate
and torta fritas, his mother,
Ederlinda Miguelina Yeln, passed
along the knowledge she had
stored in Chan4, a throaty lan-
guage spoken by barely moving
the lips or tongue.

The Chana are an Indigenous
people in Argentina and Uruguay
whose lives were intertwined
with the mighty Paranda River, the
second longest in South America.

They revered silence, considered
birds their guardians and sang
their babies lullabies: Utala”tapey-
'e’,ua’utala”dioi —sleeplittle one,
the sun has gone to sleep.

Miguelina Yelon urged her
son to protect their stories by
keeping them secret. So it was
not until decades later, recently
retired and seeking out people
with whom he could chat, that
he made a startling discovery:
No one else seemed to speak
Chana. Scholars had long consid-
ered the language extinct.

“I said: ‘Texist. I am here,
said Jaime, now 89, sitting in his
sparse kitchen on the outskirts

”

Blas Omar Jaime and her daughter Evangelina Jaime raising
their hands to perform a traditional Chana greeting. NyT

of Paran4, a midsize city in the
Argentine province of Entre Rios.
Those words kicked off a journey
for Jaime, who has spent nearly
two decades resurrecting Chana
and, in many ways, placing the
Indigenous group back on the
map. For UNESCO, whose mis-
sionincludes the preservation of
languages, he is a crucial vault of
knowledge.

His painstaking work with a
linguist has produced adictionary
of roughly 1,000 Chana words. For
people of Indigenous ancestry in
Argentina, he is abeacon that has
inspired many to connect with
their history. And for Argentina, he

is part of an important, if still
fraught, reckoning overits history
of colonization and Indigenous
erasure. “Language is what gives
youidentity,”Jaime said. “If some-
one doesn’t have their language,
they’re nota people.”

Along the way, Jaime has had
brushes of celebrity. The subject
of several documentaries, he has
delivered a TED Talk, lent his face
and voice toa coffee brand and has
appeared in an educational car-
toon about the Chana. Last year, a
recording of him speaking Chana
echoed across downtown Buenos
Aires as part of an artist project
that sought to honor Argentina’s

Indigenous history. Now, a pass-
ing of the guard is underway, to
his daughter Evangelina Jaime,
who has learned Chana from her
father and is teaching it to others.

“It’s generations and genera-
tions of silence,” said Ms. Jaime,
46. “But we won't be silent any-
more.” Archaeologists trace the
presence of Chana people back
roughly 2,000 years in what is
now the Argentine provinces of
Buenos Aires, Santa Fe and Entre
Rios, as well as parts of present-
day Uruguay. The first European
record of the Chana was made in
the 16th century by Spanish ex-
plorers. NYT
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MarxkeT WATCH

McApP OF 5 OF TOP-10 COS JUMPS

New Delhi: Five of the top-10 most-valued firms added Rs
1,99,111.06 crore in market valuation last week, with Reliance
Industries emerging as the biggest gainer, in-tandem with bullish
sentiments. PTI

INVESTORS WITNESS A WEALTH APPRECIATIONOF RS 430,000 CRINONE YEAR

Market value of 57 IPOs in 2023
up 870%, 32 trading at premium

GEORGE MATHEW &
HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

INVESTORS WHO put money in
initial public offerings (IPOs) in
2023 have seen handsome ap-
preciation in their investments
afterlisting of shares on the stock
exchanges. The market value of
57 IPOs listed in the last 12
months has shot up toRs 479,656
crore, translating to an 870 per
cent spurt in investor wealth as
these companies raised only Rs
49,434 crore from the market
through the IPOs.

This means investors, mainly
promoters and institutional in-
vestors, have seen an overall ap-
preciation of Rs 430,000 crore in
their wealth from these IPOs.

Ofthe 57 companies listed on
the stock exchanges in the last 12
months, share prices of only five
companies are trading at a dis-
count. Others have gained up to
236 per cent.

According to Pranav Haldea,
Managing Director, PRIME
Database Group, overall public
equity fundraising increased by
59 per cent to Rs 1,44,283 crore
in 2023 from Rs 90,886 crore in
2022. Of the 57 IPOs, 41 IPOs re-
ceived a mega response of more
than 10 times (of which 16 IPOs
were subscribed by more than 50
times) while nine IPOs were
oversubscribed by more than
three times. The balance seven
[POs were oversubscribed be-
tween 1 to 3 times, he said.

The market capitalisation of
Tata Technologies is now Rs
47378 crore while they raised Rs
3,042 crore through the IPO. Its

TOP GAINERS

Motison Jewellers : 55
IREDA 32
Signature Global 385
Netweb Tech 500
Cyient DLM 265
Utkarsh SFB 25
TataTech 500
Senco Gold 317
Mankind Pharma : 1,080
JSWinfra 119

* Rs crore, # Rs per share

: Amount raised” !
151 223.81
2,150 m
730 1,132.10
631 1,455.70
592 669.65
500 62.77
3,042 1,167.90
405 795.40
4,326 2,221
2,800 211.85

;. %Gain |
236.33
221.25
191.35
165.87
149.83
132.68
132.66
13211
99.12

80.84

Market cap
2,203
29,834
15,907
8,161
5,310
6,894
47378
6,179
88,970
44,488

shares were at Rs 1,167.90 on
January 12 as against the [PO
price of Rs 500 per share. Indian
Renewable Energy Development
Agency’s market capitalisationis
at Rs 29,834 crore as against the
PO size of Rs 2,150 crore. Its share
pricewasRs 111 onJanuary 12 as
against the PO price of Rs 32.
Mankind Pharma’s investor
wealth is now Rs 88,970 crore as
against the IPO size of 4,326 crore
from the IPO price of Rs 1,080.1ts
share price shot up toRs 2,221.

While promoters and institu-
tional investors hold a lion’s share
of this gain through the listing,
retail investors who have stayed
invested have witnessed signifi-
cant value appreciation. A retail
investor who got 10 shares of Tata
Tech shelled out Rs 5,000 in the
IPO, and is now sitting on a gain of
over Rs 6,000 as the market value
of his 10 shares has gone up toRs
11,679.

The good returns have led to
huge oversubscriptions in most

IPOs. Learning from the past ex-
perience, issuers didn’t opt for
overpricing. “The IPO frenzy of
the past few months has not
stopped. Big names are flocking
to the market, attracting the at-
tention of business enthusiasts,”
said Mahavir Lunawat, Managing
Director, Pantomath Capital
Advisors IPOs in recent times
have transcended mere financial
transactions, grabbing the atten-
tion of investors across the board
and are no longer confined to just
seasoned equity investors, he
said. The IPO market was vibrant
in 2023, following the bullish
trend in the secondary market.
57 IPOs came to the market for
subscription to raise funds worth
Rs 49,434 crore against 40 [POs
last year (total issue size of Rs
64,000 crore).

Going ahead, the pipeline re-
mains strong with sharp increase
expected in new-age tech IPOs
including Ola Electric, Swiggy
and Mobikwik.

Accelerated market entry: Govt
permits parallel testing for
electronics from manufacturers

JATIN GROVER
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

PRODUCTS OF electronics and
mobile manufacturers like
Samsung, Apple, Xiaomi,
Lenovo, Dell, boAt, among oth-
ers, can now reach the market
faster as the government has al-
lowed parallel testing of 64
electronic devices, which in-
cludes mobile phones, wireless
earphones, headphones, lap-
tops, notebooks, and tablets.

As per the Compulsory
Registration Scheme (CRS),
electronic products, whether
imported or manufactured lo-
cally, require to be mandatorily
tested and need security ap-
provals from the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS), before
being deployed in the final
product and sold to consumers.

Over the last one year, the
government was running a pi-
lot project for parallel testing of
components, moving away
from the system of sequential
testing. In parallel testing dif-
ferent components are simul-
taneously tested unlike se-
quential testing where the tests
are done one after another.

As aresult,components can
be deployed and products can

—— BRIEFLY —

RIL seeks $10
for coal-seam
gas

New Delhi: Reliance
Industries Ltd is seeking a
minimum $10 rate for the
gas it plans to produce from
coal seams, as it altered its
pricing formulatoreflect the
changed energy scenario.
Reliance has sought bids
from users for 0.90 million
standard cubic meters per
day of gas it will produce
from coal-bed methane
block in MP, as per a tender
floated by the company.
Users have been asked to
quote a premium they are
willing to pay over 12.67 per
cent of the Dated Brent
crude oil price. PTI

The government was
running a pilot project for
parallel testing of
components.

File

reach market faster in parallel
testing compared to sequential
testing.

According to industry exec-
utives, the entire compliance
process can now be completed
within four to 13 weeks against
16-21 weeks in the case of se-
quential testing.

"Under parallel testing, the
lab will test the first component
and issue test report. This test
report number along with the
name of the lab will be men-
tioned in the test report of the
second component. This proce-

dure will be followed for sub-
sequent components and final
product also," BIS said in a re-
cent notification on the subject.

Electronics Industry associ-
ation MAIT, which represents
the information technology
(IT), mobile, datacom and con-
sumer electronics companies
has called the move by BIS pro-
gressive.

"The voluntary adoption of
parallel testing not only
streamlines the compliance
process for manufacturers but
also significantly accelerates
the go-to-market strategy com-
pared to the traditional sequen-
tial testing methodology," said
Suhail Zaidi, director general of
MAIT.

"This initiative enhances the
speed of doing business, allow-
ing companies to introduce
cutting-edge products to Indian
consumers more swiftly, thus
contributing to the success of
the Make in India mission,"
Zaidi added.

Under the pilot project in
September 2022, initially the
parallel testing was allowed
only for mobile phones. The
scheme was later extended to
include wireless earphones,
headphones, laptops, note-
books, and tablets. FE

Why is the IPO market vi-
brant? The benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty gained around
18.74 per cent and 20.03 per cent
during the calendar year 2023.As
the performance of the IPO mar-
ketisalso linked to the stock mar-
ket, IPOs have also done well, an-
alysts say.

“Most IPOs last year were
profitable for investors, as they
were well-priced (buyers’ mar-
ket). The year 2023 was robust
for the overall equity capital mar-
ket (ECM), and the momentum
is expected to continue over the
next 12-24 months. Last year, we
saw the advent of local investors,
including mutual funds, insur-
ance companies, family offices
and retail entering the market,”
said S Ramesh, Managing
Director and CEO of Kotak
Investment Banking.

Moreover, GDP growthinthe
first half of FY24 stood at 7.7 per
centled by arobust printin man-
ufacturing and investment sec-

tors. This led to the Reserve Bank
of India revising its gross domes-
tic product (GDP) forecast up-
wards to 7 per cent for FY24. Such
optimistic expectations for real
GDP growth have boosted the
market. Even other high-fre-
quency data points (GST collec-
tions, automobile sales, power
demand and PMI data) wit-
nessed robust growth. On the
other hand, the first half of FY24
corporate earnings ended on a
buoyant note with Nifty compa-
nies delivering 30 per cent YoY
profit growth, according to a
Motilal Oswal report.

The confidence of the in-
vestors regarding political conti-
nuity post 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions has received a big boost, it
said, adding, “this augurs well for
macro and policy momentum for
India, which, at the moment, is
seeing the highest growth
among major economies (both
GDP as well as corporate earn-
ings).”

Kotak Investment Banking's
Ramesh said this year fundrais-
ing activity may temporarily
slow down due to the elections
in India and the US, but the IPO
momentum is unlikely to stop.
While 2023 was the year of mid-
cap IPOs with an average deal
size of Rs 750-800 crore, this year,
the average IPO size is expected
toreturn toRs 1,500 crore.

“We expect a diversified set
of companies to hit the market
this year, including larger finan-
cial and tech services, manufac-
turers, and infra companies go-
ing public. Additionally, new-age
tech listings will happen in the
next 12-24 months,” Ramesh
said.

Govt likely to unveil new
PMAY-G version with 85%
higher financial assistance

PRASANTA SAHU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE GOVERNMENT may unveil
a new version of the Pradhan
Mantri Awaas Yojana- Gramin
(PMAY-G) for the next five years,
with financial assistance 85 per
cent higher than under the cur-
rent scheme for each beneficiary,
to build pucca houses in rural ar-
eas.

Currently, under the PMAY-
G, the beneficiaries are provided
financial assistance of Rs 1.2 lakh
in plains and Rs 1.3 lakh in hilly
states — Northeastern states and
union territories (UTs) of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh - as well
as difficult areas and Integrated
Action Plan (IAP)districts. Under
the revamped scheme, the cash
support will likely be enhanced
to an average of Rs 2.39
lakh/housing unit, according to
official sources.

The current version of PMAY-
Gwill run only till the end of the
current fiscal.

On November 29, 2023, the
Union Cabinet approved
Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi
Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM JAN-
MAN), under which Rs 2.39
lakh/unit is given for the provi-
sion of pucca houses to improve
socio-economic conditions of
the particularly vulnerable tribal
groups (PVTGs).

“Keeping inmind the escala-
tion in cost, a similar cash sup-
port will likely be given in the
new version of PMAY-G.
Construction of new housing
units over an extended period
will also boost the rural econ-
omy,” an official told FE. The cash
support could be similar to what

Automobile exports from
India drop in 2023: SIAM

Automobile shipments from India declined 21% as many
overseas markets continued to face monetary crises

TWO-WHEELER EXPORTS
SLIPPED 20%

2023:32,43,673 units
2022:40,53,254 units

THREE-WHEELER
EXPORTS SLIPPED 30%

2023:2,91,919 units
2022:4,17,178 units

OVERALL EXPORTS (in Units)
52,04,966
42,85,809

2022 2023

PASSENGER VEHICLE
SHIPMENTS

2023:6,77,956 units
2022:6,44,842 units
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
SHIPMENTS
2023:68,473 units
2022: 88,305 units

Source: Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM)/PTI

India’s electronics exports to US jump
over two-fold in Jan-Sep 2023: ICEA

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

ELECTRONICS EXPORTS from
India to the US jumped over two-
fold year-on-year to $6.6 billion
during January-September
2023, industry body ICEA has
said.

India Cellular and Electronics
Association Chairman Pankaj
Mahindroo told PTT that this is an
all-time high electronics export

FPIs infuse 33,900 crore in Indian
equities in first two weeks of Jan

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

FOREIGN PORTFOLIO Investors
(FPIs) have adopted a cautious
stance and put around Rs 3,900
crore in Indian equities in the first
two weeks of this month, against
the backdrop of uncertainty over
the interest rate scenario.

The investment has slowed
down compared to Rs 66,134
crore attracted in the entire
December.

Before that, FPIs invested Rs
9,000 crore in November.

According to data with the
depositories, foreign investors
made a net investment of Rs
3,864 crore in Indian equities this
month (till January 12).

The latest investment pattern

could be largely attributed to in-
vestors booking profit with
Indian equity market trading
near its all-time high level, said
Himanshu Srivastava, Associate
Director - Manager Research,
Morningstar Investment Adviser
India.

Moreover, uncertainty over
the interest rate scenario could
have also prompted them to stay
onthe sidelines and wait for fur-
ther cues, before taking invest-
ment decision withrespect toin-
vesting in emerging markets like
India, he said.

Continuing geopolitical con-
flicts are also a persistent risk,
which foreign investors are cog-
nisant of while making invest-
ment decisions, he added.

Meanwhile, FPIs continue to
be bullish on the debt marketand

injected Rs 7912 crore during the
period under review, the data
showed.

This came following a net in-
vestment of Rs 18,302 crore in
December, Rs 14,860 crore in
November, and Rs 6,381 crore in
October, data showed.

The announcement by JP
Morgan Chase & Co. in
September that it will add Indian
government bonds to its bench-
mark emerging market index
from June next year has influ-
enced the inflow in the country's
bond markets in the past few
months.

Overall, the total FPI flows in
2023 stood at Rs 1.71 lakh crore
inequities and Rs 68,663 crore in
the debt markets. Together, they
infused Rs 2.4 lakh crore into the
capital market.

from India, while the share of
electronics imported from China
into the US market has declined.

"Recent data highlights a no-
table surge in India's electronics
exports to the US, which in-
creased by approximately 253
per cent to an estimated $6.6 bil-
lionin the current year (January-
September), compared to an es-
timated $2.6 billion in the same
period last year,” Mohindroo
said.

According to data shared by

ICEA, India's electronics exports
to the USincreased by more than
300 per cent from an estimated
$1.3 billion in 2018 to an esti-
mated $4.5 billion in 2022.

The bilateral electronics trade
between India and the US has
also seen animpressive rise of 84
per cent, with the current esti-
mate standing at $9 billion dur-
ing January-September 2023
from an estimated $4.9 billion in
the same period preceding fis-
cal.

Under the revamped scheme, the cash support will likely be

enhanced to an average of Rs 2.39 lakh/housing unit.

File

is being offered under PM JAN-
MAN, the official added.

An announcement could be
expected in interim Budget
2024-25 to be presented in
Parliament on February 1.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said that uplifting the
poor, youth, women and farm-
ersare his priority areas to make
the country a developed nation.

With the PMAY-Urban
scheme also ending in March
this year, the Centre will likely
launch arevamped urban afford-
able housing keeping in mind
the escalation in costs.
Accordingly, it may unveil a new
360,000 crore interest subsidy
scheme for the urban poor and
middle class for five years. It will
offer interest subvention of 3-6
per cent per annum on home
loan amounts up to Rs
50,00,000. The extant scheme
offered interest subvention for
home loans up to Rs 18 lakh.

To achieve the target of
‘Housing for All' in rural areas,
the Centre rolled out PMAY-G on

April 1, 2016, to assist in con-
structing 29.5 million pucca
houses with basic amenities. Out
of the overall target, 29.46 mil-
lion houses have been sanc-
tioned to states, out of which,
25.4 million houses have been
completed as of January 14,
2024.

The government may save
around Rs 18,000 crore in PMAY-
Ginthe current financial year as
some states are not eligible to get
funds, either for failing the eligi-
bility conditions or not imple-
menting the scheme.

The government has bud-
geted Rs 54,487 crore for PMAY-
GinFY24, the highest annual al-
location after the launch of the
scheme in 2016.

The expected savings in
PMAY-G would cover the addi-
tional allocation of Rs 16,143
crore for the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme in the first
supplementary demand for
grants, which was approved by
the Lok Sabha in December. FE

Navi Mumbiai airport to
begin operations from
March 2025: Scindia

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANAURY 14

UNION MINISTER for Civil
Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia
said commercial operations of
the Rs 18,000-crore Navi
Mumbai International Airport
are expected to start by March
31,2025.

Scindia said in the first and
the second phase that will be-
gin together, one runway, one
terminal and a passenger ca-
pacity of two crore will be cre-
ated. “The second runway, four
terminals along with an in-
creased passenger capacity of
nine crore will be created in
Phase 3, 4 and 5,” he said in
Navi Mumbai.

He added that the Navi
Mumbai airport will have road,
rail and metro connectivity
with future plans of water con-
nectivity as well. The airport
will be connected to the road in
three directions: NH 4B (348),
the Sion Panvel Highway and
through Atal Setu (new sea
link). The airport will be con-
nected to the railway network
by Targhar Railway station.
Metro connectivity to the air-
port will be via Metro line 2D:
DN Nagar to Mandale -
Mankhurd, metro line 8:
Mumbai Airport to Navi

Navi Mumbai airport
will have road, rail and
metro connectivity

Mumbai Airport and Navi
Mumbai Pendhar Belapur
Taloja metro line. In the future,
there’s a plan to connect the
airport through hovercraft
from Colaba and through cargo
from Raigad in Phase 2, he said.

Scindia was in Navi Mumbai
to inspect the development of
the new airport. He said the
physical and financial progress
has been completed up to 55-
60 per cent.

The airport will be the first
in the country with automated
passenger movement within
its 1,600 hectares for 10 kms on
the city side and on the airside.

A hundred percent green
airport is being created in the
first phase. It is expected that
the airport will lead to in-
creased air traffic and help de-
congest the Mumbai
International Airport. The gov-
ernment aims to double do-
mestic passenger traffic in the
country from the present 15
crore to 30 crores by 2030.
There is also a resolve to create
more than 200 airports in the
country in the next six years.

India withstood geopolitical shocks; will
navigate future uncertainties too: Varma

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE INDIAN economy has with-
stood all geopolitical shocks in
the last couple of years and it
will also be able to navigate the
uncertainties that lie ahead, RBI
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) member Jayanth R
Varma said on Sunday.

Varma further said he ex-
pects abenign outcome in 2024
where inflation comes down
and growth remains robust.

"The Indian economy has
withstood all these shocks (
Russia-Ukraine war, Israel-
Hamas war, rising oil prices,
Houthi attacks) in the last cou-
ple of years, and I do not believe

Jayanth R Varma. File

that the geopolitical situation
will be significantly worse in
coming months than what we
experienced in the recent past,”
he told PTI in an interview.
Moreover, Varma, a profes-
sor at the Indian Institute of

Management, Ahmedabad, said
the continued slowdown in
China has led to sharply re-
duced demand for energy and
other commodities, and this too
has ameliorated the adverse ef-
fects of supply shock.

"On the whole, I have a great
deal of confidence that India
will be able to navigate the un-
certainties that lie ahead,"” he
said.

India's economy is projected
to grow by 7.3 per cent in the
current fiscal, higher than 7.2
per cent in 2022-23. As per the
International Monetary Fund's
(IMF) World Economic Outlook,
the global growth is estimated
to decelerate from 3.5 per cent
in 2022 to 3 per cent in 2023
and further to 2.9 per cent in

2024.

The situation around the
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, a crucial
shipping route connecting the
Red Sea and the Mediterranean
Seato the Indian Ocean, has es-
calated due to recent attacks by
Yemen-based Houthi militants.

Due to these attacks, the
shippers are taking consign-
ments through the Cape of
Good Hope, resulting in delays
of almost 14 days and also
higher freight and insurance
costs. The Red Sea route is also
crucial for energy shipments.

Also, on his outlook on infla-
tion for 2024, the eminent
economist said he expects a be-
nign outcome where inflation
trends down and growth re-
mains robust.
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Prannoy Roy: If you want to know whether
you should buy or sell shares this year,
whether you should expect the dollar to get
stronger or weaker against the rupee, that will
affect your holidays, and many, many more
forecasts that should and could change the
way you tackle your income and spending in
2024...

Thanks very much, Ruchir, for joining us.

Ruchir Sharma: I think it is great to sort
of recap first how the year has gone by, and
also to try and forecast what's going to come
by. And a key thing, there are two forecasting
rules I try and keep in mind while doing this.

One, thatall because a new calendar year
begins doesn’t necessarily mean that a new
trend begins. Many of the trends may be car-
ried forward from what was already happen-
ing in the previous year. Trends don’t care
about calendar years, just that we like to de-
fine them that way.

And the second, it's always a mix of con-
trarian and some trends which are pre-
dictable. We always like to sound very fash-
ionable, come up with major contrarian
things, or sometimes say things with great
certitude, which is already happening. So, I
think just a mix of those two is what shapes
these trends that we're going to speak about
for the year.

Roy: Let’s see what your forecasts are now
for 2024, for the year ahead.

Your first forecast is that this is going to be
the biggest year for democracy. In fact, 46% of
the world’s population will have elections.
That's the highest since 1800.

There’s been a major change in the way
people vote. Now, only 30% of governments
are voted back. There is 70% anti-incumbency.
Ten, fifteen years ago, globally, 70% of govern-
ments were voted back. There was pro-in-
cumbency. [Psephologist] Dorab [Sopariwala]
coined this phrase “anti-incumbency” many
years ago, and the world is catching up with
Dorab finally.

Sharma: This term is a very uniquely
Indian term, but I think that the rest of the
world are going to start using it much more.
We looked at the analysis that people had
done... The approval ratings of leaders, those
now declined steadily in the first term... The
chances someone like [Joe] Biden getting re-
elected today, the betting market puts the
odds at not much better than 30%. What are
the implications?

One of the implications is that..because
[whether] it's income inequality or general
pain that people are facing, that we have this
tendency to throw the leaders out. So, I think
that most leaders going to the polls this year
run the risk of losing their re-election bid.

Roy: It's amazing... So, it’s like the world
is going back to where India was in the late
"80s. Your next forecast for 2024 is that with
elections coming, governments will spend
more, and budget deficits will go up. They
couldrise further. Butinvestors don't like that.
So, they're going to push back. In fact, if you
look at the budget deficits, America has gone
from 3.5% to 6% of GDP; India from 4% to 5.6%,
approximately. Mexico, 2% to 4%. Elections
are coming. They’re going to go up even fur-
ther. So, investors are worried about that.

Sharma: Investors will demand a
greater premium for holding government
debt, just because there’s so much supply
which s going to be coming. And in an elec-
tion year, there’s a tendency for politicians to
spend even more....[Leaders’] approval rat-
ings in general are low. Now, of course, it's
an exception in countries like India and
Indonesia, but in most places, approval rat-
ings of leaders are low. They’re going to be
tempted to spend even more, because the
easiest thing is to spend

TOP 10 TRENDS OF 2024

Your money, your leaders, your world

Investor and author Ruchir Sharma speaks to economist and psephologist Prannoy Roy on the likely big trends of the new year
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There’s going to be a backlash against immi- to India is from very high expectations, that
gration is what you say. [In] America, immi- NEW YEAR PREDICTIONS India’s stock market valuation is the most ex-
gration is up 35%; UK, 45%; Canada, up 20%; pensive in the world. Our stock market valu-
Australia, up 25%. BIGGEST YEAR FOR CHINA FADING Money is fleeing ation is 22. This is the PE ratio. US [is] 20 and
But you also say that actually it’s helping DEMOCRACY Many leaders, China. Global investors want to the rest of the world only 14. Are the expec-
India a bit because NRIs are emigrating from especially in Western demo- de-risk from China. There’s so tations too high?

here, are sending back money and it’s gone
upto[$] 125 billion in remittances to India [in
2023]. That's hugely helpful for the economy.

Sharma: More than 3% of GDP, much
more than FDI or other sources. In fact, if you
take NRI deposits, that’s another three and a
half per cent of GDP. So what the NRIs and
Indian diaspora are sending back to India is
quite significant.

From a developed country standpoint,
one thing we have to remember is thatin the
last year, immigrants, in fact, played a major
role in easing labour shortages, in cooling
wages down, and also bringing inflation
down...Butitalso leads to social tension. And

the numbers, they are just

other people’s money. But
the tension they'll face is
that the budget deficits are
already very high.

SPECIAL TO THE

EXPRESS

[of the] legal immigrants.
The illegal immigrants in
places like the US are even
higher than the legal immi-

Roy: You call it an epic
clash between politicians
and investors. And if you look at India, the
biggest worry is the deficit of states. Their
budget deficit is a higher percentage of over-
all budget deficit than ever before. Just ex-
plain that.

Sharma: It’s also because the amount of
spending which is done by Indian states is
very high. In that way, we have a true federal
system, that more than 50% of total spending
by government in India is done at the state
level, which is nearly twice as high as the
global average. In India’s case, most of the
spending is done by the states. A lot of the
spending is going towards freebies and other
populist giveaways...

Roy: As a side aspect, calling them free-
bies, giveaways, etc... There're also welfare
measures involved.. Whenit's targeted right,
it does help the poor.

Sharma: It's just about the proportion.
All countries need welfare spending.
Question is how much can you afford and
how much are you spending towards infra-
structure and capex, and how much are you
spending towards welfare?

...Because of the general election...the
pressure [to spend] will be much more... It's
not just about India, [it’s] across the world.
The biggest risk for me is the United States,
that they used to run a budget deficit of 3%
and now it's going to be 6% for the foresee-
able future.

Roy: Your third forecast, which s actually
quite worrying as well, but on a completely
differentissue... There’s been a huge amount
of migration into the developed world.

grants. And now we're see-
ing that there’s a lot of
backlash against that.

Roy: Immigration is helping the West, but
it's also helping Donald Trump because [of]
thatsocial tension you talk about... Now, com-
ing to the economy and your next forecast,
you're saying that there’s going to be no bust,
no terrible recession, but there will be a slow-
down. And one of the reasons is that stocks
now are not as overvalued as they were ear-
lier. They were overvalued 45%in 2021. Now,
they're overvalued 20%. So, there’s not as
much of adrop to happen. You're also saying
therise ininterest rates will have no immedi-
ate impact because a lot of, say, US interest
rates are fixed.

Sharma: The big mystery, I think, for
many people was that why was there no re-
cession in 2023, despite the fact that the
Federal Reserve raised interest rates so ag-
gressively over the past couple of years? And
that mystery is partly resolved by the fact that
even though the Fed was raising interest rates,
alot of the US consumers, corporations, had
fixed interest rates. Therefore, they didn’t feel
the impact of high interest rates there.

But over time, if interest rates remain
high, that impact will be felt because you
have to refinance it and every year some peo-
ple will need new loans. So, there’ll be a slow
impact. So, what my forecast here is, that this
is along grind, you will get a slowdown, but
it'll be spread over time. It'll be elongated. It
won't be like one of those sharp shocks of
2007,2008...

Roy: Staying with the stock market, it's a
little worrying for India because you say, risk

cracies, have relatively low approval
ratings. Many are going to be thrown
out. Anti-incumbency, an Indian term,
is going global —as a trend.

POLITICIANS VS INVESTORS

Generally there’s a tendency in

election years for politicians to
spend a lot. Budget deficits are already
much higher than what they used to
be before the pandemic. Some of the
investors may not like that.

IMMIGRATION A surge in

immigrants gives people like
Donald Trump [in the US] a big
agenda. It helps the US economically,
but it becomes a fertile ground for
political backlashes for people to
capitalise on.

3 BACKLASH AGAINST

INEVITABLE We have not had

the classical bust so far. But
don’t rule out a further slowdown. Air
may come out of this balloon slowly
because a lot of interest rates have
been taken at fixed rates. It may take a
while, but the impact will come
through.

1 NO BUST, BUT SLOWDOWN

BOUNCE BACK There are

reasons why Europe may be
more resilient: higher savings;
they've already absorbed some of
the pain with floating rates
compared to fixed rates. Like Japan
(in 2023), when expectations are
very low, it doesn’t take that much to
trigger some upside.

5 TIME FOR EUROPETO

much geopolitical tension. Some of
the growth drivers aren’t there
anymore. Their population is
shrinking, which is not great for
economic growth or dominance.

STARS EMERGING

OUTSIDE CHINA Mexico is

doing particularly well. Even
countries like India, Vietnam,
Indonesia are benefiting from global
investors de-risking from China. There
is a huge opportunity for India.

ACCELERATE The dollar has

already been declining.
Historically, once a dollar decline
begins, it tends to last for 6-7 years. We
could just be in the second year of
that. And typically in the second year,
you tend to see the decline accelerate.

8 DOLLAR DECLINE COULD

HYPE IN Al STOCKS COULD

GET REALITY CHECKIt'sa

huge revolution, so expecta-
tions have been very high and they’ve
all been loaded onto the ‘magnificent
seven’ stocks. But if you look at the
historical templates, it takes a while
for the expectations to be realised, for
companies to know how to monetise.
1 HURTING MOVIES It’s an

under-appreciated reason

for why people aren’t going back to the
movies like they used to go. There’sa
lot of self-congratulation in India about
four-five massive hits, but the data

shows thatit’s going to take a while.
And look at the contrast with cricket.
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Sharma: In general, the overall economic
scenario for India looks pretty good. My only
concern is that a lot of this is maybe in the
price because expectations are very high. And
also, the volatility of the Indian stock market
today is technically the lowest in the world.
So, it’s the most expensive market and the
least volatile market.

Roy: Moving on to quite a major forecast
you're making about Europe, whichis lagging
behind everywhere, and you're saying [it’s]
time for Europe to bounce back... Since 2011,
Europe has lagged behind the US. You're say-
ing, now, Europe is going to bounce back.

Sharma: I think that people are very
bearish on Europe, that everyone talks very
negative about Europe, and rightly so. My
pointis that expectations are very low out of
Europe today and Europe has already had a
serious downturn. Thereis alist of reasons as
to why potentially Europe could surprise on
the upside.

[First,] the savings rate. Lots of govern-
ments give massive amounts of stimulus. In
America, the consumer got the stimulus and
has gone and virtually spent all of it. In
Europe’s case, they have saved a lot of it,
partly because of the fact that they are much
more cautious. So, they have a much bigger
savings net.

Roy: You also said that there’s hope for
the future that Europe’s inflation has declined
more than the US.

Sharma: Apart from being under control,
it's the fact thatit’s fallen from very high level.
They suffered enormously from the
Ukrainian energy crisis. But now that energy
crisis is in the rear view window. Things are
looking a bit better for consumers...

Roy: Then, Europe’s wage growth is
rising.

Sharma: .. Because purchasing power has
improved because of the decline in inflation...
And then...in Europe, a lot of people had taken
floating exchange rates. They suffered the
shock much more...

Roy: [They have] already absorbed it.

Sharma: At least part of it compared to
America. These are some of the reasons why
[ think that Europe has a chance of surprising
on the upside.

Roy: Moving on, China. China, you say, is
fading. The economy is shrinking relative to
the rest of the world. The gap between the US
and China economies was narrowing, but has
now started widening.

Sharma: [The Chinese] want to be the
world’s largest economy. And..just a 30% gap

was left [with the US]in 2021. But [in the] last
couple of years, especially last year, the
Chinese economy has been slipping. And you
have the US economy, which has been rela-
tively resilient. So, the gap is opening. Even
in the global share, China is slipping. US is
sort of doing well. And there are some of the
other countries, India, Indonesia, Poland,
Mexico. So, these are the countries which are
gaining share.

Roy: One of the key things which you
forecast and highlighted is that to a large ex-
tent China’s growth was also helped by a lot
of foreign investment, FDI. And now you're
saying capital is fleeing China. Net FDI flows
are negative for the first time.

Sharma: Because during the boom pe-
riod in China over the last couple of decades,
there were some quarters where the Chinese
economy attracted FDI of 100 billion dollars.
Remember, India gets 50 billion or so in the
entire year. But how sentiment has shifted,
that for the first time in recorded history, since
this FDI data began for China in the last quar-
ter that we have data for, there was negative,
an outflow of 11 billion from China. So, it just
tells you about how capital is getting reallo-
cated and which countries are benefiting.

Roy: Stars [are] emerging outside China.
Capital is leaving China for other emerging
markets.

Sharma: And my feeling is that this year
in 2024, if the dollar weakens, then we are
likely to see far greater capital flows.

Roy: That's one of your forecasts. You
have said that the dollar decline could accel-
erate. In fact, US dollar downcycles, if you
look at your graph, last six to seven years. And
now, the downcycle of the dollar has just be-
gun. So, it could continue for another few
years. And you also say, there could be alter-
natives arising. For example, you point out
that banks are buying gold now at higher
level than ever before.

Sharma: One of the major geopolitical
mistakes that America made was to impose
sanctions on Russia in 2022 in the way it did,
which is that it virtually threw Russia out of
the international payments system, seized its
foreign exchange reserves. Morally, that may
have been the right thing to do. But what it
did was send a chill across many countries
thatif America can do thatand has such great
control over the financial system, then what
stops it from doing it to us one day?

And, so, I think, that’s really what has
started a move for central banks to say we
can’t be this dependent on the US dollar. We
cannot have so much of our foreign exchange
reserves stored in the US dollar.

Roy: And, what about gold getting
stronger, that people should invest in gold, [
think...

Sharma: I think generally, that having
some investment in gold does make sense
because people are looking for alternatives.
The problem today is that...the alternatives
to the US dollar aren’t there so much, right?
Because, the Chinese should have been the
alternative. The Chinese economy is still 17%
of the global economy. [But] China’s share of
the global payment system is very small. No
one really trusts holding the Chinese cur-
rency given what it's backed by. So, what do
you hold? So, things like gold, I think, have
been alternatives that central banks have
been holding, and other smaller currencies,
the Swiss franc, the Australian dollar, the
Canadian dollar.

Roy: If you had to choose a star competi-
tor to China, is there one or is it going to be
multiple?

Sharma: It's very hard to come up with
just one. Obviously, sizewise, India... But we
know that does India have the policy mix to
implement the growth rates of 10, 12 per
cent? The opportunity [for India] is huge be-
cause I think that people in the US have made
up their mind that from a strategic stand-
point, they want to de-risk from China. The
issue is that which countries have the scale
which can give them an alternative to China?
So far, there’s no one country with scale. So,
they're spreading their bets. But India could
be that logical choice where so much capital
could come in if it was so much easier to do
business here on the ground.

Roy: Your next forecast. You said the hype
inartificial intelligence stocks are going to get
a reality check. You're saying people have
overemphasised it. You're saying for compa-
nies to monetise Al, it will take time like all
the other ones.

Sharma: I think that Alis skewed... Which
is, the tech sector in general has been in a mini
recession. And that’s what the data shows.
But it doesn’t show up in, let’s say, the stock
market performance because it's so skewed
by the Al wave. I'm not saying that Al is not
for real. It's a huge revolution.

Butif youlookat the Internet revolutionas
well, you know, it was here in 2000. But...it took
time to monetise it. It took many years for the
Apples or Googles, and the other
companies..till about 2009-10, to start taking
off. My point is that there’s beenalot of Al hype
which has lifted many stocks, particularly these
mega cap tech stocks. Even those which have
no Al experience so far, like Apple, Amazon...

Edited excerpts from the conversation.
Ruchir Sharma is Founder and Chief
Investment Officer of Breakout Capital, an
investment firm focused on emerging
markets. The forecast and analysis are both by
Sharma and his team at Breakout Capital.
Watch the full show at www.dekoder.com
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You are consuming
content which the
algorithm wants you to
consume. When

the platformis no

longer a platform in the

true sense, should the
safe harbour be a

safe harbour in the
original sense?

ANILSASI: With regard to the railways,
there seems to be a gap between
demand and supply. The passenger
trafficdemand is approximately to the
tune of 1,100 crore annually while the
supply is about 800 crore. When it
comes to larger network planning, are
you looking at addressing this
demand-supply gap?

Any country of our size requires multi-
ple transportation modes to be developed
simultaneously. Until 1950, the railways had
avery dominantrole in transportation. Over
aperiod of time, since railways was aniso-
lated organisation, with its own budget and
processes, it was starved of investment.

When Atalji started the Golden
Quadrilateral Project, the thought
was to have agolden quadrilateral for high-
ways and railways. Unfortunately, the in-
vestment in railways could never come.
There was a structural issue because of
whichrailways lost out on cargoand the de-
mand-supply gapin case of passengers be-
came prominent.

In 2014, Modiji merged the railway
budget with the general budget. From about
Rs 35,000 crore annual budgetary
allocation, he hasincreased it toRs 2,40,000
crore. In the last 9.5 years, we've added
26,000 km of new tracks. Today we are
adding new tracks at a rate of 14 km a day.
Almost 94 per cent of the network is
already electrified.

ANILSASI: There is still an element of
cross-subsidy in railway fares between
freight and passengers. While you have
some degree of flexibility now on fares
on trunk routes, the operating ratio still
continues to be fairly high at 97-98 per
cent. Does the flexibility give you more
headroom to bring down the cross-
subsidy element? Given the high
operating ratio, does it give you enough
surplus to work on things like safety?

[ don’t think we can look at it purely
from the prism of subsidy, cross-subsidy or
flexibility in fares. Railways carry a social
obligation, and that’s important. In every
train today, a person travelling over 1,000
km pays Rs 450 to 500 depending on the
train track. We are also catering to the low-
estincome segment and should not look at
it from this prism of cross subsidisation.

Eveninthe case of cargo, the difference
between road and rail carrying one tonne
for one km is Rs 2, which is almost 62 per
cent cheaper compared to road. If you take
a slightly bigger perspective, if we carry
more cargo by rail by increasing capacity,
having better technology, more locomo-
tives, wagons, better terminal facilities, we'd
have to spend less onimported oil. The pol-
lution load of the road sector is nine times
compared to the rail sector. That much car-
bonemissionis saved, costis saved, conges-
tionin terms of time of travelling is avoided.

ANILSASI: The Data Personal Data
Protection Act (DPDP) and the Telecom
Actwere much-needed reforms, but
the databill seems to offer government
entities blanket exemptions and the
Data Protection Board is notas
empowered as it was envisaged earlier.
On the Telecom Act, there seems to be
some confusion on whether OTT
platforms are included. Can you clear
theaironthat?

It is very straightforward. In the DPDP
Act, the exemption is very narrow and
clearly defined. There is no blank exemp-
tion to the government. In the case of tele-
com, you have to define what is being trans-
ported... So the carrier is regulated by the
Telecom Ministry. The content is regulated
by the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. The financial services are reg-
ulated by the Ministry of Finance. Overall,
theinternetand OTT world are structurally
regulated by the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology through the IT Act.

LIZ MATHEW: As we walk into an
election, there is abelief that YouTube
and thatkind of communication hasa
lot of influence on public opinion. How
well are we prepared in terms of
safeguarding democracy?

All over the world, democracies are wor-
ried about the influence of social media on
the democratic process, especially after the
Al-related developments. The promise of
social media was that everybody gets a
voice. That promise had an inherent under-
standing that whoever is publishing views
onsocial media would also be accountable
forit,be cognizant of the legal structure, so-
cial realities, make sure that nobody else is
hurt. Today’s social media has become free
for all, where anybody can write anything
derogatory about anybody else. So, many
countries have already taken steps, whichin
a different context would be seen as sup-
pressing freedom of speech. But they have
taken those steps because that is necessary
for society and protection of democracy. We

Union Minister for
Railways, Communications,
Electronics and Information
Technology, Ashwini
Vaishnaw has been working
for the modernisation of
Indian Railways and the
introduction of Vande
Bharat Express trains across
India. An alumnus of IIT
Kanpur, the former
bureaucrat is now in the

WHY ASHWINI VAISHNAW

process of revamping the
regulatory regime for the
internet and telecom
through key legislations
such the Digital Personal
Data Protection Act and the
Telecom Act. Known to
enjoy the confidence of
PM Narendra Modji, there
is also speculation that he
may contest the Lok Sabha
elections in 2024

I don’t think we can look
at it purely from the
prism of subsidy, cross-
subsidy or flexibility in
fares. Railways also
carry a social obligation,
and that’s very
important... We are also
catering to the lowest

income segment

‘From the UP govt to highways, telecom and
railways, we are all ready (for the Ram temple)’

Union Minister for Railways, Communications, Electronics & Information Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw on regulating telecom and
upgrading safety systems in Railways. This session was moderated by Deputy Editor Liz Mathew and National Business Editor Anil Sasi
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(From right) Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister for Railways, Communications, Electronics and Information Technology, with Liz Mathew and Anil Sasi Abhinav Saha
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have a legal structure, which addresses
some of the concerns to some extent, but
we need a much stronger and more com-
prehensive legal structure, where what is
right, what is wrong, there has to be some
judgmenton that. There has tobe account-
ability, both of the platform as well the users.
We are working on the overhauling of the
entire digital legal framework. We are work-
ing on four legislations. The first and sec-
ond, we have already enacted in the
Parliament. There are two more. One is a
law, actually. The fourthis notalaw, it's more
of aframework.

LIZ MATHEW: With the opening of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya, the Railway
Ministry has a key role to play. How
well prepared are you for the massive
crowds that are expected?

We have a structure and a work ethos
which s very different from 10 years back.
We areina position to take up any big chal-
lenge. Practically every organisation, from
the UPgovernment to the highway system,
telecom system or the railway system, we
are all prepared.

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK: You're
working on the Digital India Bill. The
biggest gripe is that the way we’ve
envisaged the concept of safe harbour
for intermediaries, which was heavily
borrowed from the US concept, was
flawed. As we move towards amore
complex system of intermediaries over
theinternet, how do you think safe
harbour has changed since we first
thought of it?

The context then was that the internet
was anemerging thing. People who wanted
to take the internet to the general public,
said, ‘How do [ limit my liability to some-
bodywho puts content on the net, forwhich
I'm not responsible?’ That was the con-
struct. The context has totally changed.
Every platform moderates content as per
theirown policies. It'snotas perlaw. The in-
vestment they make in moderation is dif-
ferent in different geographies, depending
on theirown priorities. Whenyou say anal-
gorithmis defining what will be seen, that’s
not equitable either. You are consuming
content which the algorithm wants you to
consume. When the platformis nolongera
platform in the true sense, should the safe
harbour be a safe harbour in the original
sense? That's my question.

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK: When the
Apple threat notification issue came,
you and the MoS put the ball in Apple’s
court, that they have to justify why this
was triggered. Since then, some

developments have happened but the
concernwas initially raised because it
seemed that some people who had
received the notifications were either
from the Opposition or people from
civil society or the media who are seen
tobelittle critical of the government. Is
there an understanding about why the
notification was triggered? Also, why
people from that particular strata?

You have answered your own question.
You're saying that strata of the society
‘seemed’ to have. That means thereisalsoa
significant number of people whoreceived,
who are not in that ‘seemed to have re-
ceived’ category. We have clarified every-
thing. Apple has come out with a statement.
Every company in the world has a standard
language in which they issue notices. There
isabsolutely nothing abnormalin this case.

RITU SARIN: Apple has come to India
for one or two meetings. What was the
result of those meetings?

Once the inquiries are complete, it will
be known to everybody. The technical
investigation s still going on.

ANILSASI: In the Pegasus case, the
panel investigating it had said that the
government had not cooperated.

They never said this. There was
absolutely no lack of cooperation. We
wanted that investigation to be absolutely
objective and done by the expert commit-
tee. Whatever they asked, we provided —
the technical help, data required, docu-
ments required. We never took care of the
hospitality, which we were not supposed
to do. It was an absolutely objective and
purely technical investigation.

LIZ MATHEW: As the Railways Minister,
whatlessons did the Balasore train

accident teach you?

The entire team and system worked as
one, which was committed to saving every
possible life and making sure that every
family affected by the incident would get
the best possible support.

We have invested more than
Rs 1, 27,000 crore in the last 10 years to
develop new safety systems. All the railway
systems in the world moved to automatic
train protectionin the'80s and '90s.In 2016,
Automatic Train Protection (ATP) was tri-
aled on a live train system for the first time
inIndia. ATPs need a complex certification
system, called Safety Integrity Level 4 (SIL4),
which means if something is operating for
10,000years, it will fail only once. It took the
Railways three years to get SIL4 certification
for the entire system. It is an indigenously
developed system, which is a matter of
pride for us. We have now reached a level
where the industry and the railways are
capable of installing about 1,500 km to
about2,000 km (of railway lines)every year.

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK: The NSO
Group, which makes the Pegasus
software, has said that it does not sell
the software to anyone else but a
government or government agency.
Alot of unease about Pegasus stems
from the fact that the Indian
government has never really clarified if
it has ever bought Pegasus or not.

Has the TMC come out with a state-
ment, clarifying if they have not bought it
or not? The governments of West Bengal
and Andhra Pradesh are also
governments. Why do you look at the
government as only the Central govern-
ment? There was a proper Supreme
Court-supervised investigation. We have
clarified everything. [ have submitted a
reply in Parliament.

There has to be
accountability, both

of the platform as well
as the users. We are
working on the
overhauling of the entire
digital legal framework.
We are working on

four legislations

VIKAS PATHAK: There has been alot of
talk about Digital India but there have
also been internet blackouts. A report
revealed that there were 84 internet
blackouts in 2022, making India the
country with the most internet
blackouts in the world. Whatis the
balance between citizens’ freedom to
communicate and the concerns that
the government cites?

All over the world, there are standard
operating processes built for law and order
situations. There was a time when curfews
were quite common. Agencies responsible
for maintaining law and order will have to
take certain steps.

JATIN ANAND: The BJP is understood
to have told most of its Rajya Sabha
ministers and several MPs to contest
the Lok Sabha elections. Would you
prefer contesting from Rajasthan
orOdisha?

I'm a disciplined karyakarta of the BJP,
who understands what is expected of me
and whatis the meaning of karyakarta.Twill
doexactlywhatthe party tells me. The party
asked me to go to Maharashtra to organise
the Rajya Sabha election. [ went there. The
party sent me to Madhya Pradesh for
Assembly elections. I took a house there,
lived and worked there.

UPASIKA SINGHAL: Why have

there been so many delays in the
tendering for the New Delhi railway
station’sredevelopment?

We are developing about 1,309 railway
stations across the country and the progress
on most is very good. New Delhi has a spe-
cial challenge. We are located in an area
which is very congested. So the station
should decongest not just railway trans-
portation. Our PM’s mandate to us is very
clear — the station has to join both sides of
the city and become the city centre. It has
tobeafacilitator for allmodes of transporta-
tionin thatarea. We have to integrate metro,
intercity buses, interstate buses and cars.
This creates a very large network outside
the station. A complete road network gets
builtaround the station that will decongest
a large part of the city for many years to
come. We should not take that as a station
project but look at it as a project to create a
transportation hub for a large part of
the city.

The price quoted for the tender was
high, sowe cancelled it and are re-doing the
tender. We have now revised the entire
design and made it fully perpendicular.

HARISH DAMODARAN: What is the
status of the Dedicated Freight

Corridor project?

The Dedicated Freight Corridor is very
important because the capacity of railways
needstosignificantly increase. The thought
process in the Atal Bihari Vajpayee govern-
ment was a golden quadrilateral for high-
ways and a golden quadrilateral for rail-
ways. In 2005, the first papers started
getting published on it. In 2007, the project
was approved. Before 2014, zero km of the
dedicated freight corridor was done. Now,
practically the entire network is done, ex-
cept for a small section which had
design flaws. So we have revised the design.
The system is designed to take about 400
trains a day. It’s already taking more than
300 trains. It has helped us decongest the
East and West parts of the golden quadri-
lateral. Aswe go forward, more capacity will
be created, especially in sections that are
highly congested.

JATIN GROVER: In the telecom sector,
two operators — Jio and Airtel —
occupy 70 per cent of the market share.
You had earlier said that there were no
signs of duopoly in the sector. How do
you see it now? Vodafone and BSNLare
continuously losing subscribers in

the market.

[see this sector as a sunrise sector. There
are new technologies, new investments.
Close to Rs 2 lakh crore investment is hap-
peningin the 5G rollout. BSNLis revivingin
avery systematic and methodical way.(We
have) indigenously developed 4G and 5G
technology. Today, there are only four coun-
triesin the world that have end-to-end tele-
com technology stack — China, South Korea,
Swedenand Finland. India hasbecome the
fifth country to have an end-to-end telecom
technology stack and the entire world, in-
cluding the US, Europe and Australia, are
showing interest in importing technology
from us. That technology deployment has
started. By Diwali, you'll see a significantly
rolled-out network of BSNL 4G, which is
upgradable to 5G.

AMITABH SINHA: The proposed
alignment of the new Pune-Nashik
speed corridor is very close to the Giant
Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT)
centre in Pune, which is your major
radio telescope. It was feared that this
would affect the quality of signals
captured by GMRT. Has that issue
beenresolved?

We are working onit. It’s a very complex
issue because that is one of the observato-
ries that we are proud of. We are trying to
figure out a solution. We looked at either
bypassing it on the right side of the map or
on the eastern side or western side.
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Raising Day, the CARNATIC
family with a heavy heart
and head held high, salute
and pay our tributes to our
valiant soldiers who laid
down their lives true to our

1st floor, Terminal 1, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport,
Santacruz (E), Mumbai - 400 099.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Mumbai International Airport Limited (MIAL), the concessionaire of
CSMIA, Mumbai is inviting accredited agencies to submit their EOI for
Turnkey agency for Detailed design, Construction and Handover of New

Notice No. - ECR-CAO-C-N-ETN-61-23-24
E-tender is invited on behalf of the President
of India for the under mentioned work:-

1. Name of work with it's location:
Carrying out Final Location Surveys for
Construction of Proposed Samastipur Bye-
Pass Section (Approx-16.00 Km) & ROR at

All concemed are hereby inform through this public
notice that my client Sh. Om Prakash Shukla, S/o
Late Krishna Dev Shukla, and Manju Shukla W/o
Sh. Om Prakash Shukla both R/o 95, Rampur,
Baghaura, Gorakhpur, Gola, Uttar Pradesh-273412,
have dishonored and debarred and seized all
relation with their son Anant Shukla S/o Sh. Om
Prakash Shukla from their movable and immovable
properties with him as the above said son had
demolish the reputation of my clients in the society
and he is not treating my clients as there lawful
mother and father, my clients shall not be held

its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore

PERSONAL

I,NEERU W/O,ROHIT GANDAS
R/0 HOUSE NO.59 SHANTI KUNJ
MAIN, VASANT KUNJ NEW
DELHI-110070 have changed

Maj J L/Nk regimental motto | GA Terminal Annex building at CSMIA, Mumbai. Darbhanga (approx-20.0Km) (Total- 36 KM) | [ for s of s . s nd s i T rocere | mynameto NEERU GANDAS
Pandian, SC Hanamagthappa "Swadharme Nidhanam Interested agencies are requested to visit the website,| |In Samastipur Division of East Central pim, sl b del s per i o i, o before sending any monies \zlgc;i?ffldﬁwtdated-12-01-
Koppad, SM . ) e ) ' i : and consqences. . or entering into any orall purposes.
ppad, Shreyaha'". www.csmia.adaniairports.com and obtain the EOl documents. Railway. 2. Approx, cost of the work of: sa agreements with advertisers purp

OP PAWAN (Sri Lanka) 1988
Nk Murugesan, Nk Haridasan B Nk KA Ramakrishna, L/Nk K
Selvaraj, L/Nk G Marimuthu, L/Nk R Chidambaram, L/Nk T
Muniappa, Sep Santhanam, Sep Selvaraju J, Sep Devendra
Reddy, Sep Maruti Patil & Sep J Reddappa Reddy

EOI documents shall be available for download from 15" January 2024
till 5:00 pm IST on 22™ January 2024.

Municipal Council Sailu Dist. Parbhani
Phone No. 02451 223220

Rs. 68,35,680.00 3. Earnest money to be
deposited: Rs. 1,36,700.00 4. Date and
time for closing of tender: 02.02.2024 at
14.30 hrs. 5. Website particular, Notice
board location where complete details of

Sanjeev Kumar (Advocate)

Chamber No. 619 & Hall No. 1, Seat
Lawyers Chamber Dwarka Court, Sector-10
New Delhi-110075

or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

tender can be seen and addressed of the

0120022157-1

1,DILSHAD AHMED,S/O
MOHAMMAD HANIF,R/O R-
258/1 GALINO. 11 RAMESH
PARK LAXMI-NAGAR,DELHI-
110092,have changed my

(e sfiem fafies 6 ©F el S
BHARAT COKING COAL LIMITED
(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)
fecilie oo i /A Miniratna Company) | st
(MG TR &1 JUEA A Government of India Underlaking)

NOTICE

All the tenders* issued by Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL)
for procurement of Goods, Works and Services are available on
website of BCCL www.bcclweb.in, Coal India Limited {CIL)
e-procurement portal https://coalindiatenders.nic.in and
GCentral Public Procurement Portal https://eprocure.gov.in.
In addition, procurement is also done through GeM Portal
https://gem.gov.in.

*This is applicable to all Open (Domestic / Global) Tenders
issued through e-procurement portal of CIL.

Email- comcsailu@gmail.com
Outward No/204/2024 Date 12/01/2024

E-Tender Notice

E-Tender for 01 works under Maharashtra Suvarna Jayanti
Nagrotthan Mahabhiyan Yojana under E-Tender Notice No. MCS/EPC -
13/2023-24 by Chief Municipal Council Sailu Dist. Parbhani Pin Code
No0.431503 with Public Works Department of Government of
Maharashtra from registered contractor under appropriate category
Ordering through online system.

Note- The above tender includes 01 works and complete information
is available on the following website.
www.mahatender.gov.in
Sd-

Municipal Engineer
Municipal Council Sailu

office from where the tender form be
purchased etc.: The above E-Tender,
E-Tendering document alongwith full
information is available on website i.e.
http://www.ireps.gov.in.
Note: In case of any descripencies found in
tender notice, English version will be final.
Tenderers are requested to visit the website
http://www.ireps.gov.in atleast 15 days
before last date of closing for latest
corrigendum/corrections etc in response to
this E-tender. gor CAQICONINorth

East Central Railway, MHX, Patna
PR/02085/CONN/ENGG/T/23-24/40

name to MOHAMMAD
DILSHAD. 0040708303-5

I, hitherto known as Naveen
S/0 Rajesh Kumar R/O Rithal
i g Phougat, Rithal Rohtak
Haryana-124303 have
changed my name and and
shall hereafter be known as
Naveen Kagtan 0050234489-1

I, Richa Kumar D/O Kamal
Kumar, W/0 Nishant Gupta R/o
D- 1076 New Friends Colony,
Mata Ka Mandir, New Friends
Colony S.0. South Delhi, Delhi-
110025. have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Richa Gupta
0070883245-1

I, Nitesh Kumari D/O Rajendra
Kumar, R/0 House No- 33,
Block No-C, New Kondli, East

OP RAKSHAK-III (J&K) 1996
Maj JS Pandian, SC, Nk Vinayan, SM, Sep Francis Suresh
Kumar, SM,Sep Ramakrishna Pillai & Sep S Dasarathan
OP VIJAY (J&K) 1999
Sub C Mohan Rao & Sep Sekhar
OP RAKSHAK-III (J&K) 2000

Nk Saveena, Sep Natarajan, Sep Babu Sanikoppa, Sep S
Narasimhulu, Sep Hema Chandu, Sep Simhachalam K & Sep
Jenish TS

Toll Free No. 18002373315
Sdf-
Chief Officer
Municipal Council Sailu

OP RAKSHAK-III (J&K) 2004
Nk K Mani, Sep Balarami Reddy & Sep Ajith
OP MEGHDOOT (Siachen) 2016
Sub Nagesha TT, Hav Elumalai M, SM, L/Hav S Kumar, L/Nk
Sudheesh B, L/Nk Mahesha PN, L/Nk Hanamanthappa
Koppad, SM, Sep Ganesan G, Sep Rama Moorthy, SM, Sep S
Mustaq Ahmed & Sep V Santhosh Kumar

Their act of valour & sacrifice will always be the guiding light

N BferT 3U Aegaeas (Rifer), ferafor sos-gdi=
WESIDA e eE L Erea
iEilep

¥t anferamane | E-Mail- cd3@upsida.co.in
-feifeaT e

v gfud far smr & @6 R sienfie 85 & srafa few /srqRerr wrt a7 wer)
fareTt / ardsifes SussHt / framt / ftreor /aReel /R el § dollga wH/ SdeR A
S—Ffrl o 1 STl &, Rt aueirs dv o FaRirar e 8-

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
CITY/O&M CIRCLE, M.P.P.K.V.V.Co.Ltd.,- DAMOH

(Telephone no. (07812)-228266
Email:- seonmdamohcircle@gmail.com

2

for the CARNATIC family & will inspire rank & file to keep the Delhi, Delhi- 110096. have
'CARNATIC flag flying l‘i]igh in the ?ears t0 come P ¥ R 1 O Sifebat FfaT R 15.01.2024 BT galvg 11.00 a9 & D 06.02.2024 HT W 5.00 No. SE/O&M/PUR/OS/TS-04/23-24/4011 dtd:11-01-2024 changed my name and shall
: Tl Th TS B ST el &, R i 06.02.2024 BT qaT+E 11.00 qo1 @rell ST (qofbTefi=) T NOTICE INVITING TENDER hereafter be Known as Navya
Colonel Sambhav Sagar, SM & all Ranks 5 AT 2 W Sifthel fAaT T 15.01.2024 P qalE 11.00 IO W fAAI 23.01.2024 BI AIWTE 5.00 . Online tenders are invited for Outsourcing of Unskilled, Semi-skilled and Skilled Manpower Required Kumari 0070883250-1 Y
91 T TS B T Al &, R A 24.01.2024 F1 T 11,00 T WIS AR (@THTA) | for Miscellaneous Works at City/ O&M Circle, MPPKVVCL DAMOH The bid seals will be received online on the e-
19 MADRAS (CARNATIC) N S ) ot Rt e g & SRead Refia de wrater § o 2 portal http:/mptenders.gov.in, htip://iwww.mpez.co.in up to date & time indicated below. The online tenders will be[ | "5\ 11 A DEVI CHORIYA, D/O
; ) opened in the office of the undersigned as mentioned in tender time schedule (key date). If desired, the bidder or their] ’ !
FAIARTETT &t STGIAA] B el @ o d in the offi f th d d tioned in tender ti hedule (key date). If desired, the bidd thei
ST T | E-fAfaT & e & Sl @1 i arell st o faaver e 8- duly authorized representatives may remain present at the time of opening of tender: TARA CHAND, R/O PLOT NO G-
9 388 SHAKUR PUR, NORTH WEST
Kl! AN QL‘ The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd T Freh o oo ()| o ﬁ:; priﬂg:{ion Name&frzil::eezv ork/ Vgﬁn%r?;'s nggse ' E(%D 33§3ﬁ§e§f DELHI, DELHI-110034. Have
= r~  (AGovt, of Kerala Undertaking) Sankaramangalam Kollam 691583 1. | Construction of Entry Gate at Sector D-1 Apparel Park L.A. [ Rs. 26.91 PuEarciet . No. in Crores.) (InRs.) Rs.) |tender Online from chan ,ed my name to BIMLA
=0 Phone: 0476-2651215 t0 217 E-Mail :md@kmml.com TDC City Ghaziabad. 10:30AM Hrs.* DEVI (giHAUI?{IIYA forall future
== | TENDER NOTICE | 2. | Maintenance Work for One Year (Annual Maintenance Rs. 26,52 | ercdereis 1. [ TS-04/23-24/4011 Outsourcing of Manpower 27.56 Cr. | Rs.11800/- [ 1.00 05/02/2024 purposes 0070883242-1
; details pleasevisit the E-Tendering Porta: hetpsJetenders kerala.govi k. Contract) at |.A. Bhaghpat, Distt-Baghpat. (e-Tender No. Required for Miscellaneous (Rs,10000+| Lakh
or more details please visit the E-Tendering Portal: https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or www.kmml.com ! _ : 2024_PKVVC_ Works under the jurisdiction GST 18% I, Krishan Lal S/0 Jai Lal, R/0 F-
No Tender Id Items :ﬁa_ﬁ A mﬁ l ﬁ;m; ARSI ¢ flovioclo s < 3 920898-1) MBPRVVOL DAMOH s 18007) 104, Katwaria Sarai, Near
12023 KNIML 6374411 For the supply of Low.density Polythene (.LDPE) FilmSheet pmml g,ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ &) JeTge http‘//et;:d\évre:;i:]iv:nwv‘;gogge;p;i;cgrIT‘la;“l?’ (1) Other details can be seen in the complete tender documents available on e-portal https://mptenders.gov.in. Jan,ata Flats Phase-’ 1,Hauz
22024 KMML 638965 1| For the supply of Renk Make Bearing T 3q T b g (RifAe) & m 09650498609 TR T R T T & | Superintending Engineer (O&M) Khas, Delhi- 110016, have
32024_KMML 643013 _1 | For fabrication & supply of Brine Mixing Cum Balancing Tank 37 wETaaE (fRfer), SowoztostofowTo, Frowro-3, T 2l MPPKVVCL Damoh changed my nameands h.all
42024_KMML_643054 1| For fabrication & supply of Sulphuric Acid Scrubber D307 Eﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁte&;%ggsgggj skrishan
5 [ 2024_KMML_643206_1 | For the supply of Girth Gear(in two halves) assembly for Digester-1 No .
Chavara 12012000 SdJ- Managing Director for The Kerala Minerals and Metals Lt ADANI ELECTRICITY MUMBAI INFRA LIMITED I,KIRSHNA,S/0 RAJ KUMAR,

Registered Office: Adani Corporate House, Shantigram,
Near Vaishno Devi Circle, S. G. Highway,

Ahmedabad Gujarat 382421, India.

Website :- www.adanielectricity.com

CIN: U40106GJ2020PLC111877

NOTICE INVITING TENDER Date: 15.01.2024

R/0,H.N.B-50 F/F BLOCK-B
AMBICA-ENCLAVE NIHAL-
VIHAR,NANGLOI DELHI-110041,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
KRISHNA BADSIWAL

0040708303-8

1, Bhawana W/O, Madhu Sudan
Mittal R/o A-135/1, New Seelampur,

adani

.~ Pune Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Ltd Electricity

Shankarsheth road, swargate, Pune - 37

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL — PROCUREMENT OF BUSES

Duration 15/01/2024 TO 06/02/2024 till 05.00 pm
Acceptance Details 15/01/2024 TO 06/02/2024 il 05.00 pm
Pre-Bid Meeting 25/01/2024 at 12.00 pm To 01.00 pm

Technical tender opening date 07/02/2024 till 05.00 pm . . Delhi-110053 have changed my
Tender | poro o Work Tender | Eastimate| Earmest | Work NITN Diviei Brief Works Descrioti Es%ma:ed Cgthgf NF\' 'e't’.'d D‘.‘r? Datefe’ - Datefeé. s name to Bhawna for all purposes.
No. i} description setprice| Amount | Money | Period o. ivision rief Works Description 0s eeting ime o ime of Bi 0040708102-6
Selection of Elgible Bus (Rs. Lacs) | (Rs. Lacs) Date Submission |  Opening I, KM . BHOOMIKA TRIVEDI, D/O
Manufacturer to Design, S Iy & Servi ired f idi ; SHASHIKUMAR TRIVEDI, ADD-
PMPML — upply & Services required for providing permanent construction
01-CE- Chief ME%“:]:?:T:;?D:Z%W ?9'?09/' B2 55#2?'2_00/' 7 AMIL/2023-24/06 | Transmission | power supply arrangement at Kudus substation from MSEDCL 3,489.9 25.0 2125'03622554 0166'002(')2224 0176002622554 g?fggg&ﬁ%&ﬁggéﬁohgfm
2024 | Mechanical | o tof 12 Met (nfc(;ss#ve Tender I(klh y |v|e Months Bhaveghar under HVDC project ' ' '
Engineer upport 0 eter | o ) akhs only) MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-3, EAST
100 CNG Nan AG BRT All Materials & Services will be as per Adani Electricity Mumbai Infra Limited specifications / BOQ. DELHI 110096, changed my name to
buses for 12 years BHUMIKATRIVEDI for all future

Prebid Meeting will be done in person/ electronically / telephonically & same will be communicated separately.
All relavant details of the procurement are available in Request For Proposal (RFP) 0040708102-5
document. The RFP document is available & can be purchase online from
www.mahatenders.gov.in. All subsequeent notification, announcement, changes,
extension & amendments would be posted on website. sd/-

(Dr. Sanjay Kolte, IAS)
Chairman & Managing Director

Pune Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Ltd.

purposes.
For details in respect of Services/ Materials, Qualifying Requirement, Terms & Conditions, Services / Submission of Tender Documents, etc, Please visit our web site :-

www.adanielectricity.com -->Open Tenders. The Tender document will be available on above link by 15* January 2024.

Tenderer must submit their bids online / electronic submission. Vendor should keep in touch with website www.adanielectricity.com for any corrigendum / Amendment;
no separate information regarding Corrigendum will be published in newspaper.
Date: 15.01.2024

Adv. No. : CE/01.
Date : 15/01/2024.

Techno Commercial Department
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MARSH ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT

Sydney: Australian cricketer Shaun Marsh on Sunday an-
nounced his retirement from professional cricket, with the
Melbourne Renegades' fixture against Sydney Thunder in the
Big Bash League on Wednesday being his last assignment. PTI

— BRIEFLY —

2nd T20: NZ beats
Pakistanby 21 runs

Hamilton: New Zealand overcame the
loss of its captain in an innings that
faltered late to beat Pakistan by 21
runs in the second Twenty20
International Sunday, taking a 2-0
lead in the five-match series. The
Black Caps failed to build on the foun-
dation of the first half of its innings,
making 194 for eight batting first after
being 111 for one at the end of 10
overs. The batting slump followed
captain Kane Williamson retiring hurt
after 10 overs with a tight hamstring.
Pakistan also stumbled in the second
half of its innings and was bowled out
for 173 in the 20th over. AP

BRIEF SCORES: New Zealand 194/8 in
20 overs (F Allen 74; H Rauf 3-38) bt
Pakistan 173 all out in 19.3 overs (B
Azam 66, F Zaman 50; A Milne 4-33)

PKL:Vinay's 'Super
10' gives Haryanawin

Jaipur: Haryana Steelers came up with

a stupendous performance, beating
Tamil Thalaivas 36-31 in the Pro
Kabaddi League here on Sunday.
Vinay turned out to be the Steelers'
star man, gaining 10 raid points, while
defender Rahul Sethpal also con-
tributed with five tackle points. Both
teams were locked at 3-3 in the fourth
minute before K Prapanjan pulled off
a brilliant raid, while Jaideep Dahiya
tackled Ajinkya Pawar to give Steelers
a5-3lead. As Narender's double-point
raid kept the Thalaivas going, the
scores were level at 8-8 once again.
However, Vinay generated a double-
point raid, followed by the Steelers in-
flicting an 'All Out’, as the Steelers
stormed to a 17-8 lead. PTI

Indian shooters
continue goldenrun

Jakarta: Indian shooters continued to

hit the bullseye in the Asia Olympic
Qualifiers here on Sunday, with
Yogesh Singh winning the men's 25m
individual standard pistol gold before
combining with Amit Kumar and Om
Prakash to claim the team event. At
the Olympic qualifiers for shotgun
discipline in Kuwait City, at least two
women trap shooters were favourably
placed after day one of qualification,
to make the top six finals cut on
Monday. Yogesh shot 572 to clinch the
standard pistol gold and then part-
nered with Amit (565) and Prakash
(553) for the team gold in the event,
bringing India's overall podium fin-
ishes to a whopping 32, including 14
gold and 10 silver. PTI

Super Cup: Bagan
eke out win over Hyd

Bhubaneswar: Australian Dimitrios
Petratov scored from the spot in the
dying minutes of the match to hand
Mohun Bagan Super Giantsa2-1 win
over Hyderabad FC in the Kalinga
Super Cup here on Sunday. Mohun
Bagan once again had to come from
behind to earn a hard-fought victory
over the valiant Hyderabad FC and
earn three points. While the Kolkata
giants now have six points from two
matches, Hyderabad are virtually out
of the competition after losing both
their matches. PTI

Jaiswal, Dube hit high notes

Afghanistan swatted aside by India as Yashasvi (68 off 34) and Shivam (63 off 32) help chase down 173 with 26 balls to spare

TUSHARBHADURI
JANUARY 14

IF THE tickets of Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma
to the T20 World Cup are indeed confirmed, a
couple of ducks are unlikely to matter much
to the selectors. And it seems to be a package
deal, regardless of their respective perform-
ancesor scores. It forces the younger batsmen,
who have done little wrong in terms of output
aswellasintentin the opportunities they have
got, to audition against each other.

Both veterans seem to have read the room
about the strike rate, judging by the ugly hoick
that Rohitattempted to be bowled first ball, af-
ter the run-out in Mohali, and the uncharac-
teristically ultra-aggressive approach from
Kohli from the outset. Needing 173 to seal the
series against outclassed Afghanistan, Kohli
and Yashasvi Jaiswal provided the impetus that
took away all the pressure from the chase,
which was completed with as many as 26 balls
to spare for a six-wicket win.

With two slots seemingly non-
negotiable for the T20 World
Cup, Jaiswal and Shivam Dube
seemed to be trying to outdo
each other in their partnership
as they aimed for the boundary
and beyond on every ball.

With two slots seemingly non-negotiable,
Jaiswal and Shivam Dube seemed to be trying
tooutdoeachotherin their partnership as they
aimed for the boundary and beyond on every
ball. With Tilak Varma and Shubman Gill -
whoran Rohit outin the previous game - mak-
ingway for Kohli and Jaiswal,and Suryakumar
Yadav certain to get back in once he recovers
from injury, there will be a few deserving can-
didates left disappointed when the time comes
to make selection calls. There’s also the small
matter of adjusting Hardik Pandya, if and when
he becomes available in time for the T20 World
Cup.There’s only one more T20I left to play be-
fore the mega event, which puts awhole lot of
significance on what all the contenders do in
theIPL.

OnSundayinIndore onasmall ground and
flat pitch, chasing a score that was consider-
ably below par, the two Mumbai left-handers
did ademolition job, matching each other shot
for shot. If Jaiswal reached his fifty in 27 balls,
Dube got to the landmark in 22. The Afghan
bowlers hardly helped their own cause by serv-

India’s Yashasvi Jaiswal’s 34-ball 68 against Afghanistan on Sunday included 5 boundaries and 6 sixes. P11

ing up length balls. Without the injured Rashid
Khanin their ranks, they seemed bereft of ideas
and inspiration. The veteran Mohammad Nabi
was on the receiving end of Dube’s onslaught,
being clobbered for three consecutive sixes.

Jaiswal and Dube (63 not out off 32 balls)
added 92 runs in 42 deliveries before the for-
mer departed for a 34-ball 68. Jitesh Sharma
followed soon for a duck going for a big shot
over mid-off when he could have seen the
team past the finish line. Maybe, the narrow-
ing window of slots has made everyone a bit
more desperate to showcase their hitting abil-
ity,even whenit's not needed.

Reliable performer

Earlier, it was another T20 bowling clinic
from Axar Patel, who is fast becoming India’s
banker in the format. So much so that he is

likely to pip Ravindra Jadeja to the spot of the
spin-bowling all-rounder. On a surface that
hardly provided him any assistance, the
Guyjarat left-arm spinner came away with fig-
ures of 2-17 from his four overs.

He is not known to be a big spinner of the
ball, but by bowling stump to stump and
changing his pace, trajectory and angles, he
kept the Afghan batsmen guessing. The visi-
tors, put into bat for the second successive
match, went into their batting innings with
much more attacking intent than was evident
in Mohali, as they reached 50 in five overs.

Axar came on to bowl in the last over of
the Powerplay and was done inside 12 overs,
but the damage he inflicted on the Afghan
momentum was so much that even the ex-
periment to have Dube bowl the 19th over -
which didn’t go to plan as 20 runs were con-

ceded - couldn’t get them to a remotely
competitive total.

The tall Gujarat bowler, who seems to have
become every captain’s go-to man when a
rampaging opposition batting line-up needs
tobe pegged back, answered Rohit’s call again.
He got hit for just one boundary in his spell, off
the final ball of the Powerplay when there was
no fielder on the deep midwicket fence. Axar
put the struggling Afghanistan captain Ibrahim
Zadran out of his misery, slowing the pace con-
siderably and getting the ball to straighten ever
so slightly to hit off-stump.

All the momentum in the first half of the
Afghaninnings was courtesy Gulbadin Naib,
who hitan enterprising 57 off 35 balls, reach-
ing his half-century in 28 deliveries. But he
hardly got any worthwhile support and
when Axar induced him to shovel a length

SCORECARD

INDIA VS AFGHANISTAN
HOLKAR STADIUM, INDORE
Toss: India won, chose to field

AFGHANISTAN

RGurbazcDubebRBishnoi 14 (9b, 1x4,1x6)
|Zadranb Patel 8(10b,1x4)
GNaib cRSharmabPatel 57 (35b, 5x4, 4x6)
AOmarzaib Dube 2(5b)
M Nabi c Singh b R Bishnoi 14 (18b,1x4)

NZadranbASingh
KJanat c Patel b A Singh
MUrRahman runout

23(21b,1x4, 2x6)
20(10b, 2x4, 1x6)
21(9b, 2x4, 2x6)

N Ahmad c Kohlib A Singh 1(2b)
N-ul-Haq notout 1(1b)
FFarooqi runout 0(0b)

M Extras (b4,w7) n
M Total (20 overs; all out) 172
M FoW: 120 (Rahmanullah Gurbaz, 2.2 ov), 2-53
(Ibrahim Zadran, 5.4 ov), 3-60 (Azmatullah
Omarzai, 6.5 ov), 4-91 (Gulbadin Naib, 11.3 ov), 5-
104 (Mohammad Nabi, 14.2 ov), 6-134
(Najibullah Zadran, 17.1ov), 7-164 (Karim Janat,
19.70v), 8-170 (Noor Ahmad, 19.5 ov), 9-171
(Mujeeb UrRahman, 19.5 ov), 10-172 (Fazalhaq
Faroogj, 19.6 ov)

M Bowling: Arshdeep Singh 4-0-32-3, Mukesh
Kumar 2-0-21-0, Ravi Bishnoi 4-0-39-2, Axar
Patel 4-0-17-2, Shivam Dube 3-0-36-1,
Washington Sundar 3-0-23-0

INDIA (TARGET: 173 RUNS)
Y Jaiswalc R Gurbaz bK Janat 68 (34b, 5x4, 6x6)

RSharmab F Farooqi 0(1b)
VKohli ¢ ZadranbN-ul-Haq 29 (16b, 5x4)
SDube notout 63 (34b, 5x4, 4x6)
JSharma c Naibb Janat 0(2b)
RSinghnotout 9(9b, 1x4)
M Extras (b2,w2) 4
M Total (15.4 overs) 173/4

B FoW: 1-5 (Rohit Sharma, 0.5 ov), 2-62 (Virat
Kohli, 5.3 ov), 3-154 (Yashasvi Jaiswal, 12.3 ov),
4-156 (Jitesh Sharma, 12.6 ov)

M Bowling: Fazalhaq Faroogi 3.4-0-28-1,
Mujeeb Ur Rahman 2-0-32-0, Naveen-ul-Haq 3-
0-33-1, Noor Ahmad 3-0-35-0, Mohammad
Nabi 2-0-30-0, Karim Janat 2-0-13-2

ball outside off-stump into the hands of short
midwicket, it was clear that Afghanistan
were going to fall well short of where they
needed to be.

Arshdeep Singh kept it relatively tight in
the death overs, helping himself to a three-
wicket haul in the process, reminding the de-
cision-makers that he remains an option when
the time comes to select those who will make
ittothe Caribbean and the United States in the
summer.

No waiting game: Kohli trying to embrace new brand of T20 batting

TUSHARBHADURI
JANUARY 14

THE SCORECARD will show 29 off 16 balls,
hardly much for a player of Virat Kohli’s pedi-
gree, but the manner in which he batted and
gotout seemed to suggest he was willing to go
against his nature to fit into the new brand of
T20 batting that India is trying to embrace.
Kohli,evenin the shortest international for-
mat, is known more as an accumulator at the
start of his innings, before he showcases his
rich repertoire of strokes and going into over-
drive as the innings reaches its climax. When
he first comes in, the most characteristic fea-
ture of his batting is his speed between the

wickets that keeps the scoreboard moving and
gets him into the rhythm of the game.

Buton Sunday, in his first T201 since the 10-
wicket semifinal loss to England at the 2022
World Cup in Adelaide, Kohli wasn’t going to
play the waiting game. He was in the middlein
the first overitself, replacing Rohit Sharma,and
was back before the Powerplay got over, but
the former captain, for once, wasn't playing the
situation or the target but trying to prove that
there were more gears to his batting which can
be activated even early onin arace.

The first ball Kohli faced, from left-armer
Fazalhaq Farooqji, was driven firmly to mid-on.
The second, from mystery spinner Mujeeb ur
Rahman, was a length ball outside off, which
was lofted over mid-off for a boundary. No

Virat Kohli was trying to prove that
there are more gears to his batting
which can be activated early on. P11

Mulani spins web, puts Mumbai in driver’s seat

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY 14

MUMBAI LOOK to register their second con-
secutive outright win in the ongoing Ranji
Trophy after Andhra are tottering at 164 for 5
intheir second innings at the end of the penul-
timate day at the MCA-BKC ground.

Earlier in the day, Mumbai bundled out
Andhra for a paltry 184 and enforced follow-
on.Thevisiting team didn’t have any answer to
Mumbaileft-arm spinner Shams Mulani’s spin
as he finished with six wickets in first innings
and later took three in the second.

Andhra had earlier resumed on 98 for 3 but
it took mere one session for Mumbai bowlers
togetseven mendown. Itwas Mulani and vet-
eran medium-pacer Dhawal Kulkarni running
over Andhra’s line-up. While Mulani hogged
the limelight, Kulkarni's consistency in his line
helped him snatch three wickets.

Andhra must have hoped to prove their
mettle in their second innings but that wasn't
the case. They lost their top three batsmen with
ascore of 17 on board. Their most experienced
batsman Hanuma Vihari and skipper Ricky
Bhui showed some resilience but Mulani man-
aged to get Bhui caught behind by Prasad
Pawar. The ace spinner was managing to get
an odd ball skidding off the pitch and it was
taking the batsmen by surprise. He kept his
plan simple, to bowl on stumps and try to hit
the batsmens’ pads. He was successful in the
firstinnings.

Vihari looked to architect Andhra’s fight-
back but found a nick behind off pacer Royston

Mumbai’s Shams Mulani managed to get the odd ball skidding off the pitch.

Dias to see Mumbai hoping for an early finish,
Andhra managed to battle the last one hour
and ensured no further damage happened to
their wicket-tally.

Atstumps, visitors saw Shaik Rasheed and
Nitish Reddy battingon 52 and 22 respectively.
Andhrastill by 47 runs before they set Mumbai
the target to chase. Mumbai will hope towrap
up Andhra’s line-up and for Andhra they can
take some cue from Vihari, who had once fa-
mously played amiraculous innings two years
agoin Australia.

Meanwhile, it's yet another season where

Mulani has continued to knock on the selec-
tion committee’s door. He claims he has
changed his recovery process from last season
onwards. “The recovery process and you know,
have to be a bit professional and the sleeping
timings and you know go in the gym keep
working on the shoulder and the back so that
you know it doesn't breakdown somewhere.
Sothat's whatI've been focusing on, which for
the last two years was great for me personally,
but if [ want to continue that in the coming
years, I need to keep my body up to the mark,”
Mulani explained.

It's yet another season where
Mulani has continued to knock
on the selection committee’s
door. He claims he has changed
his recovery process from last
season onwards. It was his body
shape that in the past had
created aroadblock and
selectors doubted his fitness.

Itwas his body shape which in the past had
created aroadblock and selectors doubted his
fitness. However, since the past few years,
Mulani has worked on his fitness and has shed
afewkilos. He doesn’t want to think far off. Ask
him whether he thinks he is close to getting a
national call.

Hereplied, “That's always been the dream
but for me, it's not thinking about that too
much. Just keep performing to my team and
helping themasIcan. And you know, improv-
ing as a bowler each day. That's what is in my
mind right now. I don't think about selection.
It'sa process that's notin my hand. So I just fo-
cus on my bowling and my game.”
BRIEFSCORES: Mumbai 395 all outvs Andhra
98 for 3 (Prasanth Kumar 73, Uppara Girinath
34 not out; Shams Mulani 6 for 65, Dhawal
Kulkarni 3 for 38) & 164 for 5 (Hanuma Vihari
46, Shaik Rasheed 52 not out, Shams Mulani 3
for 63).

need for the niceties of having a look or rotat-
ing strike. The last ball of the same over was
met by an uncharacteristic slog-sweep wide
of long-on. That it was a full ball well outside
off-stump indicated that the shot might well
have been a premeditated one.

Whenever Kohli’s prowess in the T20 for-
mat is discussed, the straight six he hit off a
hard-length ball from Pakistan speedster Haris
Rauf during the World Cup game at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground comes up. Now,
Naveen-ul-Haq is no Rauf, but there’s history
between him and Kohli, and the latter rekin-
dled memories with a flat-bat shot over the
bowler’s head off a much wider ball that
landed just inside the boundary.

There were a few ungainly hoicks and aer-

ial shots that one doesn’t associate with the
batting technician that Kohliis, but it reflected
the message he was trying to send about his
utility in the format. Mujeeb was handsomely
cover-drivento the fence, bisecting the off-side
ring, when the bowler offered width on a full
ball. Then Kohli set his sights on Naveen again.
The medium pacer was slog-swept across the
line, as if he was a spinner, to the long-on
boundary.

All this while, Yashasvi Jaiswal was going
full throttle at the other end, and Kohli seemed
intent on showing that he could keep pace.
Much talk about the return of Kohli and Rohit
tothe T20 fold surrounds their strike rates, but
he seems determined to prove there are more
strings to his bow.

RANJI TROPHY ROUND-UP

Koushik shines for Karnataka:
Ahmedabad: Vasuki Koushik stole the
limelight for Karnataka as his three
wickets reduced Gujarat to171 for 7.
Gujarat didn’t have a great start as
they had lost four wickets with 52
runs on board. It was Manan Hingrajia
who slammed 56 to rescue hosts from
early debacle.

BRIEF SCORES: Gujarat 264 & 171-7(M
Hingrajia 56; VKoushik 3/11)vs
Karnataka 374 (R Samarth 60, M
Agarwal 109, M Pandey 88; C Gaja 3/65).

Four wickets for Sangwan:
Chandigarh: Railways' Himanshu
Sangwan recorded a four-wicket haul to
leave Punjab on the verge of a follow-
on. Railways added just two runs after
resuming the day before being
dismissed for 345 in their first innings.
BRIEF SCORES: Railways 345 all out
(PSingh 60, M Saif 50, U Yadav 58, S
Yuvraj 70; S Kaul 4/81) vs Punjab 93-
6 (A Sharma 29; H Sangwan 4/24).

Rana leads from the front: Kanpur:
Nitish Rana led from the front with
an unbeaten 47 (43b) after Samarth
Singh (54) and Aryan Juyal (42) failed
to convert their starts to give home
side Uttar Pradesh a glimmer of
hope after their first innings setback
against Bengal at the Kanpur Green
Park.

BRIEF SCORES: Uttar Pradesh 60 and
178/4 (Samarth S 54, N Rana 47

batting, A Juyal 42; M Kaif 3/72).
Bengal 188. UP lead by 50 runs.

Six wickets for Bhatt:

Vadodara: Veteran left-arm spinner
Bhargav Bhatt returned with a six-
wickethaul tolead Barodatoa
comprehensive 98-run win over
Puducherry in their Ranji Trophy here
on Sunday. The 33-year-old bowler,
who had taken afifer in the first
innings, totalled 11 wickets for the
match, his fourth 10-wicket haul in
first-class cricket.

BRIEF SCORES: Baroda 218 & 154 bt
Puducherry 155 and 119 (G Yadav 32; B
Bhatt 6/46, M Pithiya 4/49) by 98 runs.

Haryana stun Saurashtra:

Rajkot: Haryana stunned defending
champions Saurashtra in their own
backyard by four wickets in a low-
scoring Ranji Trophy game. Resuming
day three at 148 for six, Saurashtra
stretched their second innings to 220 all
outwith the help of skipper Jaydev
Unadkat (23)and Parth Bhut (47),
setting a 166-run target for Haryana.
Ashok Menaria (58 not out) anchored
the chase for the visitors.

BRIEF SCORES: Saurashtra 145 & 220all
out (Cheteshwar Pujara43, Arpit
Vasavada45, Parth Bhut 47; Nishant
Sindhu 5/84)lost to Haryana 200 &
168/6 (Ashok Menaria 58 notout;
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 4/58). Haryana
won by four wickets.
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Villa stay third

after 0-0 draw
away at Everton

REUTERS
LIVERPOOL, JANUARY 14

ASTON VILLA missed the chance to go level
at the top of the Premier League when they
were held to a 0-0 draw by Everton at
Goodison Park on Sunday, as they dominated
possession but were unable to break down
a stubborn home side.

Villa moved to 43 points from 21 games,
level with second-placed Manchester City,
but two behind league leaders Liverpool.
Both those clubs have played a game fewer.
Everton are now a point clear of the relega-
tion zone with 17 from their 21 matches.

The visitors had several chances to open
the scoring, but the best opportunity in the
game fell to Everton striker Dominic Calvert-
Lewin when he raced clear one-on-one with
Villa goalkeeper Emi Martinez, but had his
effort saved.

Both sides had goals correctly chalked off
by the Video Assistant Referee for offside and
Everton will be the happier with the point,
while Villa manager Unai Emery may well
view it as a missed opportunity and two
dropped after his first 0-0 draw in 97 games
in the Premier League.

Itis the longest a manager has gone in the
competition's history before being involved
ina goalless draw.

"[think we played well and we are alittle
frustrated because we created the chances
to score, but I'm happy with 43 points,”
Emery told Sky Sports.

"The match we played today, we tried to
push our game-plan and find good positions
on the pitch. They (Everton) had a few
chances and we needed our goalkeeper to
save us.

"But the second half we had much better
control of the game and did not concede any-
thing, and we had three or four chances to
score.

"I'm very proud of the players and how
we are trying to improve our level. We are
not happy with one point only, but we are
happy with the way we played.”

Villa thought they had taken the lead
when Alex Moreno's superb strike from out-
side the box arrowed into the bottom corner,
but it was chalked off by the VAR for an off-
side in the build-up.

It took more than three minutes to make
the decision, during which time both sets of
supporters chanted in unison their displeas-
ure at the use of the VAR system.

Martinez also saved from James Garner,
diving low to his left, while at the other end
Matty Cash saw his goal-bound effort
blocked and John McGinn's follow-up was
cleared off the line.

"We played OK," Everton defender James
Tarkowski told the BBC. "I'mjust glad it's (the
VAR decision) gone our way, not many have
this season. We had the best opportunity
through Dominic.

"We are still building and working to-
wards where we want to be and our job is to
keep putting points on the board."

Captain Seamus Coleman made his 355th
appearance in the Premier League for
Everton, a club record.

Villa manager Unai Emery. Reuters

Satwik-Chirag miss cherry on cake

Liang Weikeng and Wang Chang bounce back after dropping first game, trailing 3-10 in decider to take revenge of Asiad loss

SHIVANINAIK
JANUARY 14

IT IS believed in some quarters that the
Chinese badminton decision-makers, a few
years back, set about finding men's doubles
talent that could be moulded along the lines
and game style of Indonesia’s legendary pair
- 'The Minions'.

It was the hustlers with wicked serving
skills, speed and shot variations who mas-
terfully altered every moment and mood
each second of rallies and aced unbalanced
reflex returns, that the Chinese coaches went
sniffing after. In Liang Weikeng and Wang
Chang, they found their skill-wielders to play
the busy game. Not quite replicas, but in their
evolution, Liang-Wang were on the path to
the Gideon-Sukamuljo model.

The matchup with these Chinese is grow-
ing into one right headache for Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty, though the
score is just 2-4 unlike the 0-11 against the
Minions. Unfortunately, it's cost the Indians
two finals and progress at an All England last
few years.

On their first finals Sunday of 2024 at
Malaysian Open, the Indian World No 2 were
beaten 9-21, 21-18, 21-17 by the Chinese
World No 1s. Satwik-Chirag led 10-3 in the
decider. There's two things you can trust the
Indian aces with - they start a rally to win in
the first 1-2-3 shots. And they finish a match
with the modern-day cliche,a monster men-
tality. Carving their comeback from 9-3
down in the decider, the Chinese though,
showed up the Indians at both the start of
each rally and at the finish of the match.
Nervousness gnawed at the Indians and fi-
nally gobbled them.

The match started with a21-9 blitz by the
Indians from the helpful side of the court
with Satwik leading with a 466 kph monster
smash at4-0. Wang looked dazed as he over-
shot his straight returns with fast pushes that
went long. The Indians picked quick points,
not allowing the Chinese serve to settle. So
completely disoriented was Wang, who mar-
shals their net, that the Indians were stub-
bing rallies swiftly pocketing the opener in
13 minutes.

It didn't make the Indians complacent, as
they had played similar matches at Malaysia
and All England earlier. And knew the coun-

Salima delivers left, right & center as India beat

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
JANUARY 14

JUST AFTER 30 seconds from pushback, Udita

hitalong pass to Nehaat the edge of the circle.
The midfielder earned a foul, released a pass
to find Salima Tete down the right flank. The
speedster from Simdega, who was dubbed as
"Ferrari' by former coach Sjoerd Marijne, broke
through at pace and dribbled into the circle.
Her pass then found the stick of Jyoti first and
broke kindly for another Simdega star in
Sangita Kumari who swept home first time to
putIndia ahead.

That goal came with 14:29 on the clock,and
41 seconds into a massive clash against New
Zealand at the FIH Olympic Qualifiers in Ranchi
on Sunday, India took the lead. Make no mis-
take, the pressure on Savita Punia's team for
this clash was incredibly high after a defeat to
USA on Saturday. Another defeat here and that
was it for their dreams of reaching Paris.

An early goal was just what the doctor or-
dered as India prevailed 3-1 against the Black
Sticks to keep their hopes alive.

Coach Janneke Schopman would later re-
veal that she was a little bit worried that India
had scored far too early and it might lull them
into stepping back too soon. That did happen

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (L) and Chirag Shetty lost to China’s Liang Weikeng and Wang Chang 9-21,21-18,21-17 .. AP

tering was underway as they trailed 8-11 in
the second. Wang had been erring into the
net, and Satwik had been going after him, but
surely the Chinese would jolt awake.

The second set was from the unhelpful
side, but it was Wang's recovery from his
funk that truly turned the tables. He had been
tentative right upto 15-12, but at that junc-
ture, he swivelled a fantastic body defense
parry and won a couple of fast exchanges,
and his confidence and equilibrium were re-
stored.

Still, the Indians and Chirag especially
looked in the mood to wrap this up soon like
in the semi-final. These Chinese don't flake
away like a croissant or like the Koreans or
Malaysians though. Behind their easy smiles

in Q1 as New Zealand responded well to
equalise. But to their credit, India bounced back
immediately in the opening fifteen minutes to
lead 3-1 and held on to that for the rest of the
night.

Udita (12"), celebrating her birthday, and
Beauty Dungdung (14"), whois also a product
of the Simdega training center, scored the sec-
ond and third goals. New Zealand's equalising
goal came from Megan Hull (9").

After the Asian Champions Trophy last year,
Schopman told The Indian Express that “Salima
has these unique feet for her speed, and ability
to eliminate defenders to create opportuni-
ties.” Salima - reluctant to play through the
middle but understanding what the coach was
asking of her — had impressed in that newrole.
She was the Player of the Tournament.

On Sunday, she made an instant impact.
Back in the starting lineup, she delivered the
first major attacking outcome of the match. In
general, she was central to everything India did
well in the first half. She switched flanks,
threatened both wings of New Zealand and
didn't hesitate to move in as well when the
chance presented.

Salima would be involved in the third goal
too and from the left this time. It was her driv-
ing diagonal run from the right flank that set
up a Penalty Corner first. After good attacking

is steel and a bit of spite when they play the
Indians who defeated them at the Asian
Games in front of their home crowd. Satwik
who had been doing the bashing without
quite being 100 percent init, had gathered a
few service and return errors by now. At 18-
19 he served into the net. The Chinese didn't
need asking twice. The Indians were dragged
into the decider.

Mixing serves

Back to the advantageous side, the
Indians led 10-3 before things fell apart. The
trouble with being so good at the early 1-2-
3shotsinarallyis, ifit does get extended, the
Indians are forced to defend. Wang, now re-
stored to his creative perch, started mixing

Salima Tete in action. Hockey India

pressure, India recycled the ball well and
Salima released Beauty down the left byline.
The youngster's pass into the center was de-
flected and India celebrated their third goal in
onequarter after not scoring at all against USA.

When she started to pick up the sport from
her father Sulakshan in Barkichhapar, Salima
used towake up at4am and run for hours near
the river. It is likely where she got that speed

up the serves, as Liang employed the tumble
serve and toggled with a flick one. These are
high quality openings when the Chinese play,
and the Indians couldn't snap shut the re-
turns.

The big Indian attack couldn't pulverize
either, as the Chinese played blocks from the
mid court and varied the short dips instead
of flat pushes, and Wang found the length
on his drives which stopped whistling long
and stayed within bounds. Chirag was still
lethal, but Satwik was coming undone. "This
wasn't our 100 percent game. There's still
something left off court, I felt it inside me.
Not satisfied enough. In few other tourna-
ments [ used to be happy that I gave my 100
percent. But here I felt we played only 60 to

in her legs from. As a kid, she used to play in
tournaments where goats were given as prizes,
she did well in the local events and won a lot.
From her school in Tumdegi, playing tourna-
ments in Latthakamhan, she was spotted as a
talent that was worth investing in and she
made the move to Simdega's hockey training
center where she was mentored by Pratima
Barwa.

Against USA, along with the majority of the
India squad, she didn't have the best of
matches. She often ranintoa wall while trying
totake ondefendersand the usual connections
with Sangita were missing. India needed at
least one player to step up their game so that
the others could follow suit, and it was Salima
who did that versus New Zealand. "Salima is
very good at playing multiple positions. She
also played through the center today but [ have
asked her to do both, switching from side to
center.Itisreally difficult for the opponents, so
they can't really know where she ends up,"
Schopman told reporters in the mixed zone.

Defence shines

In between those two goals, Udita con-
nected well from a PC with her slap as India
scored a goal very similar to New Zealand's
equaliser. With all four goals comingin the first
quarter, the rest of the match was about game

Carving their comeback from 3-
10 down in the decider, the
Chinese showed up the Indians
atboth the start of each rally
and at the finish of the match.
Nervousness gnawed at the pair
and finally gobbled them

70 percent," was how Satwik put it to BWF.

But pertinently, when Chirag couldn't
be hassled, they pressured Satwik who was
in bombastic mode. Liang was shaving pace
off the shuttle, and began teasing tame lifts
out of Satwik which Wang gleefully pulped
to smashes. These were rushed defensive
lifts lacking depth or height and duly pun-
ished

All four serves came under pressure, and
errors occurred, butat 15-17, Satwik had an-
other poor one, though there was chaos all
around as the Chinese leapt for the same
shuttle a point earlier, but resolved the con-
fusion with a smile. Then Liang served into
the net. But at 16-18, the Chinese brought out
the 'Minion' reflexes and wild racquet juts
that magically connected and Liang returned
everything thrown at him. Satwik just could-
n't refrain from lifting next and the Chinese
had their prey trapped and cooked, showing
better nerves at the end.

"We thought we should keep at least 4-5
point lead. Even if it went 2-3 points here and
there, no need to panic. Let's play our game.
Don't think about lead. Because same thing
happened yesterday. Here they came back.
10-3 down, they played freely. One point and
itcould've been 11-3. But next it became 10~
7.When we started again, it was 12-all. Last
Malaysia Open and All England, same situa-
tion. Happy way we played. But disappointed
we couldn't keep our nerves in control. We
took much more pressure than them.
Towards end, we made silly mistakes. But
they kept on pressing us, pressing us.
Hopefully next time we can take revenge,"
Satwik said.

The opportunity should be up if both
make finals at Delhi, the next stop for inter-
national badminton bandwagon. "We are
more hungry for next week. In front of Indian
crowd," Satwik promised.

NZ 3-1

management for India. Schopman would have
liked a goal or two more that would have sent
India above New Zealand on the table.

But it was imperative to not let them back
into the match as well. There was a period of
sustained pressure in the third quarter from
New Zealand, but India's deep defence was in
sync. It was not flawless either but any time
there was a mistake made, there was another
player to mop it up. If Udita lost the ball, Nikki
Pradhan was there to clear the lines. Nishaand
Monika dropped deep to help out as well,
while young Ishika Chauhdary too put in cru-
cial tackles. "With Grace not here, that'sa lot of
experience in our defensive line that we don't
have. I have asked Mona to play a lower line
and she is doing a very good job there. I think
Ishika is doing a good job with Udita and Nikki.
They need to connect and play together with
Savi. They did that today. We kept them from
being dangerous," Schopman said.

New Zealand's performance mirrored
India's against USA as they struggled to fash-
ion clear-cut chances. But credit whereitis due
asIndia put the disappointment behind them
to come up with a result that keeps them in
contention for the Olympics. Italy await on
Tuesday as India would know what their equa-
tionis based on how USA vs New Zealand un-
folds.

Aus Open: Contrasting starts for defending champions Djokovic, Sabalenka

REUTERS
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 14

DEFENDING CHAMPIONS Novak Djokovic
and Aryna Sabalenka entertained bumper
crowds with contrasting first-round victo-
ries over teenagers as the Australian Open
got underway a day earlier than usual on
Sunday.

Djokovic, who admitted he had been
feeling under the weather for the last few
days, needed more than four hours on Rod
Laver Arena to subdue qualifier Dino
Prizmic 6-2 6-7(5) 6-3 6-4 and remain on
course for an 11th title at Melbourne Park.

That kept Sabalenka waiting almost un-
til midnight to open her title defence
against Ella Seidel but the second seed did
everyone a favour by making light work of
the German qualifier with a quickfire 6-0 6-
1 victory.

Djokovic's contest was the longest first-
round match he had ever played at a major
and he lavished praise on Grand Slam debu-
tant Prizmic for taking the game to him.

"I mean, I had an amazing opponent
tonight," he said of the Croatian.

"For an 18-year-old, he played so ma-
turely and confidently on the court, fight-
ing through, not giving up even when he
was four down in the fourth set. I was im-
pressed with his mentality, with his ap-

proach, with his game.”

Sabalenka was clearly delighted to be
back at the site of her first Grand Slam tri-
umph.

"I'm super happy to be back. The last
time I was here I had incredible memories,
unforgettable memories," the 26-year-old
told the fans who stuck around to watch her
ruthless 53-minute walloping of Seidel.

"Hopefully, I can stay until the very, very,
very last day."

In the first match of the day on the main
showcourt, fourth seed Jannik Sinner, the
hottest player on the men's tour at the back
end of last season, eased past Botic van de
Zandschulp 6-4 7-5 6-3 in his first match of
the new year.

Cheered on by the "Carota Boys" -- a
band of fans dressed as carrots -- the Italian
was far from perfect but content to get
through the contest in three sets.

Sensational shots

"[ think, to be honest, it was a positive
opening match," the 22-year-old said.
"Today I felt a little bit of the match feeling,
it was important for me."

Fifth seed Andrey Rublev had a much
tougher time getting into round two,
pushed all the way by debutant Thiago
Seyboth Wild in his 7-5 6-4 3-6 4-6 7-6(6)
win.

Rublev was clearly furious at his inabil-
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Novak Djokovic was pushed to four sets by 18-year-old Major debutant Dino Prizmic
while Aryna Sabalenka blew past Ella Seidel 6-0, 6-1. Reuters

ity to see off the world number 78, who pro-
duced some sensational shots to frustrate
the Russian and earn the support of the
Margaret Court Arena crowd.

"I'm not going to forget this match," said

the relieved Rublev, who said he had flash-
backs of the Brazilian's upset of his compa-
triot Daniil Medvedev in the first round of
last year's French Open.

"Thiago is a super dangerous player, he

KEY RESULTS

Day One

Men's Singles

1-N Djokovic bt D Prizmic 6-2, 6-7
(5),6-3, 6-4; 4-] Sinner bt Bvan de
Zandschulp 6-4,7-5, 6-3; 5-A
Rublev bt TWild 7-5, 6-4, 3-6,4-6,
7-6(6); 12- T Fritz bt F Acosta 4-6,
6-3,3-6,6-2, 6-4; 17- F Tiafoe bt
Borna Coric 6-3,7-6(7), 2-6, 6-3);
22-F Cerundolo bt D Sweeny 3-6, 6-
3,6-4,2-6,6-2); 26- SBaez bt]J
Wolf 3-6, 6-2, 6-3,3-0 (retd)]

Women's Singles

CWozniacki bt 20-M Linette 6-2, 6-
0 (retd); 32-L Fernandez bt S Bejlek
7-6(5),6-2; 30-X Wang lost to D
Parry 3-6, 6-2, 3-6; A Anisimova bt
13-LSamsonova 6-3, 6-4; 28-L
Tsurenko bt L Bronzetti 3-6, 7-5, 6-
3; 2-A Sabalenka bt E Seidel 6-0, 6-1

was serving really hard, first and second
serves, and hitting the ball really clean.”
Taylor Fritz also needed five sets to beat
South American opposition, the 12th seed
prevailing 4-6 6-3 3-6 6-2 6-4 over

Argentine Facundo Diaz Acosta in another
four-hour marathon.

The addition of an extra day to the tour-
nament to help clear the first round
matches left the early schedule a little light
on star power.

Czech Barbora Krejcikova was the only
former women's Grand Slam winner play-
ing in the day session and the ninth seed
had to come from behind to beat Japanese
wildcard Mai Hontama 2-6 6-4 6-3.

Women's eighth seed Maria Sakkari had
an easier time getting past her Japanese op-
ponent Nao Hibino 6-4 6-1 but 13th seed
Liudmila Samsonova crashed out 6-3 6-4 at
the hands of American Amanda Anisimova.

Sabalenka will next play Czech qualifier
Brenda Fruhvirtova, who became the
youngest winner in the main draw since
Coco Gauff beat Naomi Osaka in 2020 with
a2-66-46-3 victory over Ana Bogdan at the
age of 16 years and 287 days.

Former champion Caroline Wozniacki
advanced to the second round after four
years away from Melbourne Park when last
year's semi-finalist Magda Linette retired
due to injury while trailing 6-2 2-0.

Marin Cilic played his first Australian
Open before Fruhvirtova was born and
reached the final in 2018 but he had little to
celebrate after his 50th match at Melbourne
Park, a 6-1 2-6 6-2 7-5 loss to Hungarian
Fabian Marozsan.
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